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HEB. viii. 6. 


But now hath he obtained a more excellent Miniſtry, by 
how much alſo he is the Mediator of a better Covenant, 
which was eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes. 


E principal Scope and Deſign of this Divine Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, is to ſhew the * of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt ; and that in his Propherical Office, as a greater Prophet 
then Moſes; and in his Prieftly Office, as a greater High 
5 Prieſt then Aaron, and all thoſe Prieſts of the Levitical Or- 
der, not wholly Excluding, but Including his Kingly Office. As Mel- 
chiſedec, who was both King and Prieſt, was an eminent Type of him, 
of an higher Order then the Order of Aaron, (Chap. 7.) Chriſt was to 
bear the Glory of both Crowns, as 4 Prieſt upon his Throne, Tach. 6. 13. 
Which things are clear d and prov'd at large, to confirm Chriſtians in 
the Faith of Chriſt, and to excite them unto a Courſe of Life and 
Practice ſutable thereunto. As in part of the tenth Chapter, to the 
end of the Epiſtle. 5 
The Text ſhews the Excellency of Chriſt, as Mediatur, a greater, 
more worthy Mediator then Moſes or Aaron; Mediator of 4 better C- 
venant, a Covenant eftabliſhed upon better Promiſes. 
owl! would premiſe a few things concerning the Covenants made 
with Man. = 1 
I. There was 2 Zo Lande nk (one 2 with — io oy 
cency, requ im per onal tence, promiſing d 
Harrine cn hoſe Terms, and threatning Death if he Sinned. This 
-— by ſome, The Covenant of Nature, by others, The Covenant of 
| . ; 5 
Now as that firſt Covenant was little ſooner made, then broken on 
Man's part, Mankind had been _ Loſt. we Sinners had been 4% 
2 eſh 
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dileſly Miſerable (as the fallen Angels) had God held us to that Cove- 
nant. As the World of Mankind is fallen from God, and become 
Guilty before God, and fo liable to Condemnation ; tis abſolutely impoſ- 
ple that any of Mankind ſhould attain to Life and * neſs By that 
firſt Covenant, the Condition whereof is no leſs then perfect Innocenqy, and 


finleſs Obedience; and this Perſonal, that is, neceſſarily requir d of 


every individual Perſon, who would Claim by that Covenant. 
2. Seeing we are all Sinners, fallen ſhort of the Glory of God, and under 
Sentence of Death and Condemnation, according to the tenor of the 


Law or Covenant given to Man in Innocency, it will follow, that if 


any of Mankind are Saved, it muſt be by 4 Law or Covenant of Grace, 
that gives, grants, and a Right to Pardon and Life, upon 
other and lower Terms then what the firſt Covenant required. 
3. As there was no need of 4 Mediator in that Firſt Covenant with 
Man in Innocency (as there had been no falling out betwixt God and 
Man) fo that Covenant did not include a Mediator. Io fay, that 
this was the Senſe and Meaning of that Covenant made with Adam, 
I. 1 or if thou Sinneſt, a Mediator ſhall yield per- 
tence, alſo ſuffer, to ſatisfy for thy Diſobedience, or 
thou ſhalt Die]. This would imply, That Adam had knowledge of a 
Mediator ded, if he Sinned, before he Sinned, without any Scrip- 
ture Proof or Reaſon. Again, would it not follow, that the Cove- 
nant was not broken by Adams Diſobedience, ſuppoſing the Mediator 
to p his part? Suppoſe a Law or Covenant to run in this Form, 
Thou ſhall do thus, or another ſhall do thus, and ſo for thee}; The Law or 
nant is not broken, if either Party perform his part, whereby the other 
Party is freed from any Obligation. And further, would it not alſo 
follow, that if a Mediator was included in that Covenant, the Cove- 
nant of Nature was the ſame in effect with the Covenant of Grace? But 
perfect perſonal Obedience being the thing required of Man in that 
Covenant, which threatned Death upon his Diſobedience ; It appears 
to be the free Act of God, as above his own Law, to appoint, ordain, 
ea Mediator ; for whoſe moſt ſatisfactory and meritorious 


and 


Righteouſneſs, and Obedience, he hath promiſed to Save penitent and 


believing Sinners, to the Glory of his Grace and Mercy, without an 

_ detraCting from the Honour of his Juſtice, or his righteous Law — 
4. The Lord was pleaſed (after Man's Fall) to Enatt, and mate 4 
Law and Covenant of Grace with Adam; fo likewiſe with Noah, and 
with Abraham, 8c. reſpecting the Meſſiah to come : By which (for the 
_ promiſed Meſſtab's fake) all the Faithful of old were faved. Heb. 11. 
4, 5. By Faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent Sacrifice then Cain —. 
By Faith Enoch was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee Death —. For he 


had this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed God. And ver. 7. Noah became 


Heir of the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith, 
5. Beſides 
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5. Beſides that more general Law, and Covenant of Grace, the Lord 
(by Moſes) eftabliſhed a Covenant of Pecaliarity with the People of the 
s. At the Inſtitution of Circumciſion it was promiſed unto Abra- 
Jam concerning his Seed; and afterwards performed, when the Lord 
having brought them out of Egypt, took them 41 4 peculiar People to 
himſelf, to Rule them as a Theocracy by his own Laws, which he gave 


them 1 Moſes. Here Not 
1. That Moſaical Law or e was the very Political Law of the 
Baze whereby they were to be Ruled and Governed, as a Political 
y. And thus it was their peculiar Privilege and Honour (wherein 
they were, diſtinguiſhed from, and preferr'd above all other Nations ) 
that they received the Law of their Land from God himſelt, as their Law- 

wer, their Judge, and King, in a ſpecial manner ; and thus were a 

under his ſpecial Government. Deut. 4. 8. What Nation is there 
fo greas, that hath Statutes and Fudgments ſo righteous, as all this Law 
ch 1 ſet before you this day * Pal. 146. 19, 20. Rom. 3. 1, 2. 
= Moſaical Law and Cvenant (as ordained and given them | 
God) was not to be taken by it ſelf, but 1 with the Promiſe 
of the Adeſſiah, and the Covenant of Grace made with Abrabam, which 
was as the Soul of it, and unto which it was an Appenlix. 

3. Yea, the Deſign of the Moſaical Law was ſo far from croſſing the 
Promiſe or Covenant of Grace that was before it, or from obſtructing 
the entertainment of that fuller Diſcovery of Grace that was to follow, 
that 1t was ſubſervient to it, and fitted to prepare Men for a due, read 
Reception of it. As it was a means to bring Men to a ſight and ſenic 
of their Sin and Guilt, and fo of their being obnoxious to God's Wrath 
and Curſe, fo to drive them out of themſelves to Chriſt. And the Ce- 

remonial Law was a Typical Goſpel, pointing at Chriſt, as the Shadow 
hath reference to the Body and Subſtance: See Gal. 3. 19, 21, 23 * 

The Law was our School- Maſter to bring us to Chriſt, that ne might | 

juſtiſied by Faith. _ 3 

4. But the carnal ent, with their corrupt Teachers, had quite per- 
verted the Senſe, Scope, and Deſign of the Moſaical Law and Covenant, 
ſeparating it from the Promiſe and Covenant of Grace that went before 
it, and of which it was an Appendix. They took. Moſe's Law to be fo 
perfect as never to be abrogated or changed; and the Works of the Lan 
to be fo pleaſing and acceptable to God, that they looked no further, 
Py 1 ker, þ -- won as their jufifying Righteouſneſs. Thus they | 
_ jet Moles agai iſt. 
5. ir Gs plain, that it is the Covenant of Peculiarity, which was 
made with the Natural Seed of Arabam, and which the Carnal Jens 
ſo horribly perverted and abuſed ; this (I fay) is the Law cf Works, ſpo- 
ken of, Rome. 3. 27. which is ſo called, as obliging them to ſuch an ope- 
rows way of Service, to ſuch a multitude of external, coſtly, painful, 
burdenſome Works; though it was far different from the Law of Works 
given to Man in Innocency. So again, it is here called the Firſt Gve- 
nant, 
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Chriſt the Mediator of a better Covenant. 5 
nant, (Heb. 8. 7. and Ver. 13.) the old Covenant : Not that it was the 
Firſt or moſt ancient Covenant made with Man (for it was of a much 
later Date) but to dif inguiſh it from the New Covenant, which was to 


ſucceed, to which it was to give place, the Covenant which God had 
promiſed to make with the ſpiri:ua! Seed of Abraham (the Father of the 
Faithful) that is, believing Fews and Gentiles ; See Gal. z 7, 8. Let 


theſe five brief Notes concerning that Covenant of Peculiarity made 
with the People of the Jens, ſuffice in this place. 
6. The Evangelical Covenant, or the Covenant of Grace of the 14 


Edition, which 1s founded upon Chriſt's being come, and his having per- 


formed all that was required of him here on Earth, as Mediator be- 


twixt God and Man, having fulfilled the e Law of Mediation gi- 
ven him of the Father, or having performed his part of the Covenant of 


Redemption, I ſay, the Goſpel-Covenant (founded thereupon) hath the 


preheminence of thoſe former Diſpenſations of the Covenant, that had 
reſpe& unto Chriſt to come. Theſe things premiſed, I come to the Pro- 
tions contained in the latter part of the Verſe, to which I purpoſe 
to confine my Diſcourſe. Take the Propoſitions in the Order, as they 
he in the Text. 1 


Propoſition 1. Chriſt is the Mediator of the New Covenant. 
2. This Covenant is a better Covenant. . 

3. It is a Covenant eſtabliſhed. | 3 

4. It is a Covenant eſtabliſhed with, or upon better Promiſes. 


Do. 1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt (our great High Prieſt) is the Me- 
diator of the New Covenant, the Goſpel Covenant. That this is the Co- 
venant here ſpoken of, is evident from what follows, Yer. 8, g, 10. 

where we find it ſet in contra- diſtinction to the old Moſaical Covenant. 


A Covenant is betwixt two Parties at leaſt ; and where there's no d- 
riance, it is not a thing in uſe, that there ſhould be a Mediator. So 
the Covenant betwixt God and Man in a ſtate of Innocency, was 


without a Mediator. But God would not Covenant anew with ſin- 


ful fallen Man, without a Mediator. Though Chriſt was not analy 
exhibited till many Ages after the Promiſe of Redemption and Salva- 


tion by him, yet it was by virtue of his Mediation that he was to un- 


dertake in the Fulneſs of Time, and from thence forward to go 
thorow with, that all the Faithful of old were Saved. There were 
Typical Mediators under the Old Teſtament, as Moſes, Dent. 5.5. Gal. 
3. 19. he was an Internuncius, an Interpreter, to declare and make 
known God's Will to his Federate People; and thus a Type of Chriſt in 
his Prophetical Office, Acts 3. 22. And the Levitical Prieſts, appointed 
by God to offer Sacrifices, and to intercede for the People, theſe were 

Jes of Chrift in his Prieſtiy Office; yet they were but Types and 
Shadows of Chriſt, the true Mediator, of whom I am to Diſcourſe, (tho 
with what brevity I can). Here note, (I.) Chriſt 


Chrift the Memiator of a hetter Covenant. 


(x.) Chriſt, the Sin of God Jncarnate, is, indes a Middle Perſon, 
God and Man in one Perſon ; and upon this Account a fit. Perſon to 
interpoſe.bettwixt God and Man; and none in all the World, but be, 
fit for this great Undertaking, As. he was a Man, ſo he was made under 
the Law, and ſuffered as in Mans ſtead. As he was God, ſo he was 
able to ſuſtain his humane Nature under thoſe Sufferings, that no meer 
Man could have born. And further, it was the infinite Dignity of his 
Perſon that render d his Obedience and Sufferings of ſuch Value, as to 
be moſt ſatisfactory and meritorious for us. e 

(2.) Being a middle Perſon, God-man ; ſo he undertook the Office 
| Ae betwixt God and Man; when it was not poſſible that the 
lood of Bulls and of Goats ſhould take away Sins: He faith, Sacrifice 
and Offering thou wouldſt not, but a Body haſt thou prepared me: 
Lo, I come to do thy Will, O God, Heb. 10. 5. Cc. There was no mediating 
betwixt God and Sinners, mecrly by way of Interceſſion, Perſwaſion, and 

ntreaty: That would not have done without the Mediator's giving 

| ſuch ſaisfaftion to God's offended Juſtice, as to make way for Sinners 

- | Reconciliation unto God, zithour any . 5 his, Tuſtice, or Reproach 
and Diſhonour to his Government. A Creditor may forgive Debts 
| owing to him; when 4 Ruler, a Governor may not paſs by the vio- 
| Htionof his Laws and Indignitics offered to his Government, without 
requiring Satisfaction; But this would be neglecting his Office, and a 
foul blemiſh to his Government, . expoſing it to Contempt. Thus 
Chriſt muſt ſatisfy for Man's Sins, if he would, be a Mediator betwixt 
God and ſinful ; and his Satisfaftion is indeed the Ground and 
J EEE oo 
(3.) In Chriſt's undertaking the Office of a Mediator there is im- 
plicd, and it is to be preſuppoſed, that a Law of Mediation was given 
him, or a Covenant of Redemption muſt be granted betwixt God the Fa- 
ther and him, our Mediator and Redeemer : For he would neyer have 
taken this Office unto himſelf, without being called of God. Though 
ſome think it © Too bold, improper, 


- 


offenſive a Phraſe to call See M.. B' 


« God's. eternal Decree {| Redemption, 1 the name of 4 Lam, Jea, or End of 
t 


© a Covenant of God with hi | | 
And yet freely grant, This Law and Covenant was made to and | 
«< with Chriſt incarnate; for ſo he was a __ under Law: And fo 
all the Deſcriptions of it in the Old Teſtament are but Prophe/ies 
4 and. Promiſes containing the Terms of the future Covenant (upon his 
< Incarnation.) Yet this is out of Queſtion, that he was Fore-ordained 
to be our Redeemer before the Foundation of the World, 1 Pet. 1. 
18, 19, 20. And accordingly when he came into the World upon 


that great Errand, he niſhed the Work which the Father appointed 
him to do here; he fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, he gave his Soul an Offer- 
ing for Sin, offered himſelf without Spot to God, to bring in everlaſt- 

...... 


And 


himſelf; that ĩs, of the Father with the Son: Centrou. 


127, 128. 


Chriſt the Mediator of a better Covenant. 
And for this his moſt meritorious, mediatory Work and Service, 
God hath highly exalted hum, and given him a Name aboveev Name, 
Phil. 2. J, 9. All Power is given him in Heaven and Earth, h. 28. 
18. Thus he is in full Power and Authority to Rule, and to * 
the World by his Laws. 
And the Law or Covenant of Grace, wherein Pardon and Life is 
miſed to all penitent Believers is of his procuring. I hope, we 
not be fo S es of Chriſt, when we vreach Repentance and 
— in his Name unto ll the . that hear us, Laie 


If Chriſt offers a Conditional Pardon to Sinners in general in 
the the Goh pel, I can diſcern no ground for any to queſtion his having 
packed fo much for them, as he uffereth to on. A conditional offer to 
all (as we find in the Goſf pel) 1 1. — a Pardon purchaſed 
condi for all thoſe to Ay it is offered. 
Not but that Chriſt gave himſelf with 4 
ut _ — 


{et in, and concur with the word of . pp hs ** 
ed means to make the ſame effectual, to the Enligh 2 
and Saving thoſe Choſen ones, — 

i We that not one of then 3 of Redemption mad ith 
em ovenant e wi 
Chriſt, and the Covenant of Grace made with us, not confound theſe 
two, if we would not run into great Miſtakes. 

(4) Upon conſideration of Chriſt's fulfilli ing 
him in the Covenant of 


wherein Chriſt with his 
to Sinners, upon 


—— pin is — the Comes Wi of Grace, 
ous ſaving Benefits, 15 pronuſed un- 
"Temms: and this js the Covenant whereof 


he is the Mediator. As here in the Text, and Heb. g. I5. and Chap. 


12. 24. He is the Adediator of the New Covenant, this better S 


mant. 
er how he is ſo. 
He is the 


a5 the chief promale ator of it: The Socinians will grant ſo much, and 
we may not * it. As Moſes was Mediator of the Old Covenant ; 

Deut. 5. 5. J food between the Lord and you * > Lag ſoew you the 
Word he the Lord. And Chriſt is called the A 


He, the Prince of the Apoſtle, a Legate fer from Heaven, 


— FT WR and Publiſher of the Goſpel 
and New Covenant, 4 
ings 


Pike file Pur ſole Purc 


what was requir d of 


ediator of the New Covenant, the Golad-Covenant, 1 


* 3. 1. And the Apoſtle (as the High e 2 e Heb: 


— 


Chriſt was made under the Law, to redeem t 
Lam, that we might receive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. 4. 4. 5 The in- 
5 0. 


5 


| rhaſeof the New Covenant, together with its Bleſſings, and the Sal 


11. 25. This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood. 


ſhall never 


Covenant. And Chriſt's Sufferings * of infinitely greater Value 
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_ Bleſſings for his People. All ſpiritual Bleſſings are in and from Chriſt, 


merited by him for ſuch as believe in him, Epheſ. 1. 3. As Juſtification, 
they are 70 his Blood, Rom. 5. 9. Reconciliation with God; 
Reconciled to God by the Death of his Son, Rom. 5. 10. Adoption; 
that were under the 


dwelling, ſanctifying Spirit; for which compare Tit. 3. with John 
14. 16, 17. Chriſt prays for no more than what he purchaſed. And 
to mention no more here, Eternal Life, Rom. 5. 21. Thus Chriſt is 
Mediator of the New Covenant, having purchaſed Covenant Benefits, 

(3.) He is the Mediator of the New Covenant, as it was conſtituted 
and enafted by him, or not without him. There was a full Concur- 


' rence and Agreement betwixt the Father and his Son Chriſt, as to the 


Tenor and Terms of the Covenant; that is, how, in what Way and 


Order, upon what Terms Sinners ſhould come to an Intereſt in, and 


partake of what he purchaſed by his Satisfaction and Merits. Thus 

the Law and Covenant of Grace, as it' was of his own procuring, it was 

pat into his Hands: That it is the Law of Chriſt, as it is alſo his Te- 
ament. 

(4) And as luis Hand was in the drawing up, and conſtituting of 
the New Covenant, fo likewiſe he has firmly ſealed it. As by his Di- 
vine Miracles, fo by his Bloody Paſſion. er his preaching the Go- 
ſpel, he 7994 his Death upon it, to bear Witneſs to it. His Blood is cal- 
led the Blood of the Covenant, Heb. 10. 29. It was the Price or Pur- 


to ratify it. And the Sacraments which Chriſt hath inſtituted, viz. 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, are Seals to confirm the Covenant. 1 Gr. 


4 


(5.) He is the Mediator of the New Covenant, as he is the great 


Spirit and Grace) perform the Terms of the Covenant, that they 
not fall ſhort of that Life and Salyation which he hath purchaſed, 
which is promiſed in the Covenant upon ſuch Terms: He foes Re- 
pentance, Acts 5. 31. And ſo we read, that Faith is given in the behalf of 
Chrif, Phil. 1. 29. And it is by him that they are preſerved in Grace 
unto eternal Life, 7ohn 17. 2. Epiſtle of Jude ver. 1. 
(6.) He is ſo the Mediater that he is the Surety of this better Cove- 
nant. Heb. 5 22. Surety of a better Teſtament, or Covenant : Tho we 
nd him called, Sinners Surety, or Surety of the Covenant of 
Works : but of a better Covenant. He was not in one and the 
ſame Bond with us; nor did he ſuffer in the Perſon of Sinners, but in 
the Perſon of a Mediator. Though he ſuffered in our ſtead fo far, that 
we (believing in him) might be freed from Condemnation, that God's 
— being fatisfied by his Suffering for our Sins, we might obtain 
ardon and Reconciliation with God, upon the Terms ſtated in the 


Sponſor or Undertaker for God's Elect, that they ſhall certainly (oy bu 
and 


(in 


10 


Diſcharge. By Chriſt's ful filing the Articles of that Covenant (where- 


_ Chriſt the Mediator of a better Covenant. 


(in regard of the infinite Dignity of his Perſon) and God's Juſtice 
better ſatisfied therewith, than if all the Sinners in the World had 
ſuffered to Eternity. But we may not entertain ſuch a Thought, as 
if Chriſt did fo repreſent us, that we ſatisfied Divine Juſtice in Chriſt, 
as our Surety : A molt unſound and dangerous Opinion (as it were 

eaſy to ſhew, and others have fully proved). Were it ſo, that we ſa- 
tisfied God's Fuſtice in Chriſt, as our Surety, then the Forgiveneſs of Sins 


| ſhould be 10 Article of our Creed. As much as the Grace of God is to 


be magnified in the Pardon of Sin (as the Goſpel proclaims it fo oft', 
as would be an hard Task for one to number the Texts) _— to 
that Opinion, Men ſheuld deny that there is any ſuch thing. As a 
Creditor cannot be ſaid to remit his Debt, or any = of it to me, 
when my Surety or Bondſman pays the whole Debt for me, that in the 
Conſtruction of the Law I have ſatisfied my Creditor by my Surcty. 
But Chriſt is Surety of the better Covenant; fo he is on God's part: 


o all the Promiſes of God in him are Yea, and in him, Amen, 2Cr. 


1. 20. As he is alſo Surety on his People's part, that they ſhall accept 
of, and hold to the Terms of the Covenant. 
(7.) He is the Mediator of the New Covenant, as he mediateth, in- 


tercedeth with God for his People, according to what he hath purchaſed 


for them, and God hath promiſed. Heb. 7. 25. Wherefore he is able to 


ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth 


to make Interceſſion for them. And he is a righteous Advocate, and hath 
a juſt Cauſe to plead, even though his Clients are ſinful and unworthy. 
Such is his Righteouſneſs, Satisfaction, and Merit, as can make our 
Cauſe good, if we come unto God by him. LE 


USE 1. For Inſtruction. 1. See what Cauſe there is for Man 
to be Humbled and Aſhamed. Man, that has broken Covenant 
with God, and thus unworthy to be taken into Covenant any 
more z as God would not Covenant with him again, without a Medi- 
ator. He putteth no Truſt in his Saints (as I moy allude to that Ex- 
preſſion, Fob 15. 15.) much leſs would he truſt ſuch as we are: And 
os for any of us to be Confident in our ſelves! So what 
Cauſe have we to be humbled, to think of that fad Breach Sin hath 
made betwixt us and our God! Were it not for that, there had been 
no need of a Mediator. s 

2. Then what cauſe to Bleſs and Praiſe the Name of the Lord, for 
the Covenant of Redemption? Though that Covenant was made with 


Chriſt, not with us; not as if we were to ſatisfy God's Juſtice in him, 


or as if he was to ſatisfy in our Legal Perſon (for if ſo, then all pardon- 
ing Grace is excluded, as was Eid before.) Yet the Covenant of Re- 
dempticn was made with Chriſt for us, for our Sake, our Benefit. And 
his ſatisfying Divine Juſtice, in the Perſon of a Mediator, was as much 
to our Benefit, as if we our ſelves had given a Ranſome for our own 


in 
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in he had to do with Gos ftirit Juſtice) he became the Mediator of 
the Covenant of Grace made with us. As we read of the Covenant con- 


frmed of God in Chrif, Gal. 3. 17. He is indeed the Procurer, and 


the Subſtance, and the Mediator of it. 

3. Then ſee what cauſe there is to admire and extol the Grace of 
God in his providing this Mediator of the Covenant for us. Here, 
(1.) How wonderful, that the Great God (he being the Party offended) 
ſhould any more conde ſcend to Covenant with ſuch vile Creatures, ſo de- 
generated, who had Apoſtatized from their Maker! He is infinitely, 
originally, independently Happy in himſelf. All the Services, the 
higheſt Praiſes of Men and Angels cannot add any thing to his infinite, 
eſſential, immutable Perfection and Bleſſedneſs: The Righteouſneſs 
of Crcatures cannot profit him, nor can the Creatures Wicked neſs hurt 
kim. And if all Mankind had periſhed for ever, without Remedy, 

had he been a Loſer? Might he not have glorified his Juſtice in our 
everlaſting Condemnation, as in the Condemnation of the Fallen 


Angels? (2.) Then how wonderful, that he ſhould concern himſelf = 


ſo far in the Work of our Reconciliation and Salvation, as to appoint 
and provide a Mediator and Redeemer for us? When (if it had been 
left to us) it had been urterly impoſſible for us to have found out any fit 
Mediator in all the World, who would, or durſt have interpos'd be- 


twixt an infinite offended, incenſed Majeſty, and us guilty Wretches. 


(3). Then is not this the Wonder of Wonders, moſt wonderful, that he 


ſhould manifeſt ſuch Compaſſion towards us (ſuch ill-deſerving Crea- 


_ tures) that rather than we ſhould periſh without Remedy, he would 
y= bis own, and only Son unto, and employ him in the great work 

ff a Mediator? A work that muſt coft him ſo dear, as to ſatisfy for all 
our Sins, to interpoſe betwixt us Sinners and his Fathers offended 
. for the dreadful ſtroke to fall on him, to keep it from us: He 


the Puniſhment that was due to us. Mr. Flvel * hath a Pathe- Fountain 
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tick Story, to illuſtrate the matter in hand: A poor Family being f Life, p. 
10 


ready to periſh (in the time of a Famine in Germany) the 


sband 353 3% 


makes a Motion, that one of the four Children they had, ſhould be (47 


fold for Bread, to keep the reſt of them. alive; to which the Wife 
conſents : But when they were to determine which of their four Sons 


they ſhould part with, they could by no means think of parting with | 


the Eldeſt for this Reaſon, nor the Second for another Reaſon, nor the 
Third for another Reaſon, nor the Youngeſt, he was their Benjamin. 
Thus when 1t came to the point, my could not for their Lives con- 
ſent to part with any of their four Children. But God gave his own 
Son, his only begotten Son, he ſpared lim not, but gave him up as a 
Sacrifice for us, thus to be our Mediator and Redeemer, that we miꝑlit 


live through bim. (A.) And how wonderful, that he ſhould do this 


for ſuch graceleſs Prodigals as we, who were far from ſeeking unto 
him, were ſaying in our Hearts and Lives, We will come no more cent" 
thee, When Sinners were at _ a paſs, not only far from deſer- 

; 2 vine, 
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* far from ſo much as deſiring a Mediator to bring us to 


4. Again, what cauſe (in like manner) to admire and extol the 


Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in undertaking the Office of a Media- 
tor. Nothing could have been done in that great important Buſineſs 


of conſtituting him Mediator, without his own free and full Conſent. 
And here, (15 ler it be conſider d who he is, The eternal Son of God, 
Co eſſential, Co- equal with the Father: As he could fay, I, and my 
Father are one. And thus, over all, God bleſſed for ever, Rom. 9. 5. 
Certainly, he had no need of us, but had been for ever infinitely hap- 
in himſelf (with the Father, and the Holy Spirit) though he had 
Ick us all in a loſt Eſtate for ever, to be for ever Miſerable. (2.) And 
who, and what we were. How wonderful ſtrange, that he ſhould be 
at all concern d for our Recovery? Heundertook the Office of a Medi- 
ator, and obliged himſelf to perform that Oſſice, in Compaſſion to- 
wards us, when we were Ungodly, when Sinners, and when Enemies, 
Rom. 5. 6, 8, 10. (3.) And then what it was he did, and ſuffered 3s 
Mediator; even more than can be expreſs d or conceiv'd. How won- 
derful that he, who was his Fathers Delight from Eternity, reoycing 
always before him, that he ſhould become a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
gun with Grief for our ſakes! That he, who being in the Form of 
od, thought it no Robbery to be equal with God, that he yet made him- 
ſelf of no Reputation, taking upon him the Form of 4 Servant, and be- 


came obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs; and all this 
for ſuch as were Enemies: For when we were Enemies we were recon- 


ciled to God by the Death of his Son. What created Underſtanding, 


but muſt in its largeſt Conceptions fall ſhort of the depth of his Hu- 
miliation, and the extremity of his Sufferings, which he 1 ſub- 


mitted unto in his unparallel d aſtoniſhing love to us. 2 Cor. 8. 9. Te 
know the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that tho he was rich, yet for your 


ſakes he became poor, that ye through his Poverty might be rich. So tho 


he was the Prince of Life, = for our ſakes he ffooped to the Death of the 
Goſs, that we might live through him. And tho' he knew how he 


ſhould be wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniqui- 


ties, yet he declined not the Office of Mcdiator. 


USE 2. Exhortation. 1. Reſt not without an Intereſt in Chriſt 
the Mediator, and in the Fruits and Benefits of his Mediatorſhip. 
Object. Some may ſay here, Is not Chriſt our Mediator? 1 Tim. 2: 


5. There is one God, and one Mediator bet mixt God and Men, the Man 


Ckrift Feſus. 

Anſw. True : There 1s this Mediator provided, appointed by God, 
and graciozſly offer d in the Goſpel ; yet if he be not accepted of us, as 
well as offer d, and as he is offer d in the Goſpel, we ſhall have no ſa- 
ving Benefit of his Mediatorſhip: In effect, and in the Event, he will 
be uo Mediator for us. O Sirs, you have this Mediator offered, but 1 

muſt 
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muſt tell you, he is not yours to the ſaving Intents and Purpoſes of that 
Office, if not accepted. And I muſt fay this further, Tt had been ber- 
ter for any of us that there had been no Mediator provided, but that we 
had been left to periſh under our violation of the firſt Covenant God 
made with Man; or better that we had never heard of Chriſt, the Medi- 
ator, than after this, to be found ſuch as never regarded, but made 
light of him, our Condemnation and future Puniſhment will be ſorer, 
if we refuſe, or will not look after him. 'Tis the Miſery of the fallen 
Angels, that they have no Mediator; but it will aggravate our Sin and 
Miſery in ſome reſpect, above that even of the Devils themſelves, if 
after all the Goſpel-offers we have of a Mediator, we ſhould continue 

to reject, and will none of him. 
Further to perſwade Sinners to look after an Intereſt in Chriſt, the 
Mediator. (I.) Conſider ſeriouſly, there is no coming to God for Sin- 
ners, bt through a Mediator: He would be a conſuming Fire to ſuch 
as we are, if we have not Chriſt our Mediator. There were no hope 
to have God our Sun and Shield; no, he would be to us 4 conſuming Fire; 
no ſeeing God's Face without a Mediator; and there is no other Medi- 
ator to be thought of, none other for our Turn. So, (2.) Conſider 
what 4 fit and alk-ſufficient Mediator Chriſt is; one of God's own chooſing, 
and one that 15 moſt near and dear to him ; his dear Son, who upon 
that account hath the greateſt Intereſt in him. Pfal. 2. 7, 8. He hath 
attually performed all that was required of him here, has gone thorow- 
ſtitch with his Work here on Earth, and is now at God's Right- 
hand in Heaven, to plead his Satisfaftion and Merits, and to convey the 
bleſſed Fruits of his Purchaſe unto all thoſe, for whom he appears in 
the Preſence of God. Thus he is able to fave them to the uttermoſt, 
who have him for their Mediator. (3.) And further conſider, He is 
molt willing to be our Mediator, if we have” Hearts to accept of him : 
Him that cometh to me (ſays he) I will in no wiſe caſt out. He cannot 
but be good in his Office ; he is a molt merciful and faithful High Prieſt, 
full of Compaſſion, even ſuch a one as we have need of. How often 
that he would be gathering Sinners to himſelf, when (ſuch is their 
Sin, Ingratitude, and Folly) they refuſe to come! He may fay of Mul- 
titudes that care not for him, tho without him they perith for ever, 
[1 would, but ye would not]. 1 ; 
But as it concerns us above all things in the World, to have him 
for our Mediator, fo let it be cur Care to get a deep ſen fe of our abſolute 
Need of him, being ſoundly convinc'd of our ſinful and miſerable 
_ Eftate by Nature. Oh, we are utterly loſt without him, there is Sal- 
vation in no other: So let us reject all other Mediators, as Phyſicians of 
no Value; he is the only Mediator betwixt God and Men. So let us 
ſtudy Chriſt more, to know what a Mediator he is; and fo accept of 
him on his own Terms, cven the Terms of the Covenant, whereof he is 
the Mcdiator. Some would have the Covenant of Grace only made with 
Chrif, not with us; as they deny any Terms requir'd of us. — 
_ how 
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how can this be right and found > Then how can we, any of us be 
faid to be in Covenant? Can we be in 4 Covenant that mas never made 
with us? How ſtrange a thing were that? And then how 1s Chriſt AZe- 
diator of the Covenant? A Mediator is not of one. Is he bis own Medi- 
ator, or is he our Mediator? If our Mediator, then are we not a Pa 

in the Covenant, betwrxt whom, and his Father, he Mediates? And 
when the Goſpel ſaith [ Repent, that your Sins may be blotted ont: Be- 
lieve in the Lord Feſus Chrit, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.) Theſe are Go- 
ſpel-terms, not requir'd of Chriſt, but of ut; though we, none of us 
perform theſe Terms, without his Spirit and ſpecial Grace ; which 
we muſt ſeek in the uſe of his appointed means; ſeek of him with 
ſerious Diligence, waiting on him, who waiteth that he may be gra- 
cious, who is before hand with ut, in affording Means and Helps, both 
external and internal, that we have great Encouragement to conclude, 


If we ſet about our great Buſineſs in good earneſt, the Work ſhould no: 


pick at him. 
But as we would have an Intereſt in Chriſt, the Mediator of the Co- 
venant, we mult receive him, receive him as he is offer d; that is, with 


all his Offices, as Prophet, Prieſt, and King; for ſo he is Mediator, and 


executes his Mcdiatorſhip in them all: And we cannot thus receive 
him, without giving up our ſelves to him. As Dr. Sibs, Faith five 
as well as takes away. When we are his indeed, not only by Ri and 
Obligation (as by Right he is Lord of all) br by Choice and Con- 
ſent, by real and ſincere Self-reſignation, then he is ours, and ſpe- 
cially engaged for us. 


2. And then let us own him, mate uſe of bim, imploy, improve him 


as Mediator of the Covenant. 'Tis pleaſing to him, that they for 


whom he ſtands engag d, imploy him in his Office. And he who was 


ſo punctual in fulfilling what was required of him in the Covenant 
| Redemption, ho xardeft Terms thereof, and what none other = 


have born and gone thorow with (and that Covenant was betwixt 


God and the Son Incarnate only :) Certainly, he will be as faithful in 


— Office and Truſt, as Mediator of the Covenant of Grace. There- 


(..) You that have him engaged for you, lool to Feſus the Mediator 
of the New Covenant, (as you did at your firſt coming to him, to ſet 
you in a juſtified State, fo) to procure your Pardon and Peace with God 
_ after new failures. As (alas!) we arc ſinning daily, and ſometimes 
fall into Sin, not of mere Infirmity. Now what courſe have we to take 
here, but (renewing our Repentance) to apply our ſelves by Faith to 
Chriſt, our Advocate with the Father? 1 John 2. 1. Tis he that muſt 
make our Peace with God, and alſo maintain it. 
( 2.) Look to Chriſt, Mediator, for all neceſſary Supplies of Grace: 
For his Spirit, Grace, and Help, whereby to ſubdue and mortify Cor- 
Tuption : There is no maintaining the Biral Combate without Chriſt 
Frengthening us. Have recourſe to Chriſt for Grace to withſtand and 
Overcome 
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overcome Temptations. No overcoming the World, no overcoming 
the Wicked one, the Prince of this World, without his Help : But 
his Grace is ſufficient for us. Make uſe of him in all the Duties you 
have to diſcharge ; do all in the Name of the Lord Feſus. Keep a con- 
fant ſenſe of your own Inſufficiency, and earneſtly call in his Aſſiſt- 
ance, in whom you have Righteouſneſs and Strength. | 5 
(3.) Look to the Mediator of the Covenant for Support under, and 
the ſanctifying of Afflictions, that you may find by Experience they 
are Covenant-Diſpenſations. We ſhall be ſinking, deſponding, diſ- ſpi- 
rited, paſt doing any thing as we ought, under our Trials and Exer- 
ciſes, if left to our ſelves. But the Lord Jeſus, who ſuffered, being 
tempted, knoweth how to .ſuccour them that are tempted : He hath taken 
on himſelf, and born the heavieſt end of the Croſs, to make his Peo- 
ples burden light: And we may bear the Croſs lightly, having Chrif's 
Iping hand. The Apoſtle Paul could do all things, bear all things 
(the Abaſures, Preſſures and Neceſſities he met with) Chriſt ſtrength- 
ning him, Phil. 4. 13. But without looking to the Mediator, the 
bright fide of the Cload will be turned from us: And we ſhall rather 
fear that the Lord is puniſhing us in his Wrath, and hot Diſpleaſure, 
then ſee any ground to hope that he chaſtizeth us in Love, that he 
afflicts us in very faithfulneſs. i 
( Look to the Mediator of the Covenant to offer up your Prayers 
to God, and to procure the Acceptance of all your Services. To come 
to the Throne of Grace, and not in Chriſt's Name, and not to take the 


| Mediator along with us is not the way to ſpeed in our Suits, ſuch 


Prayers are not like to find Audience. But the Angel and Mediator 


of the Covenant, he hath much Incenſe to offer with the Prayers of all 


Saints, Rev. 8. 3. And without that Incenſe ing our Prayers, 
our breath would ſeem ſtrange, and be unpleaſing to God. Our Cauſe 
is ſafe, having Chriſt our Advocate, making Interceſſion for us: And 
he is molt ready to make Interceſſion for us, we coming unto God by 
him. We _— to ſpeed, aling in hit Name (by Faith depending on 
his Merits, and ingaging him in his mediatory ) Fohn 14. 13,14. 


and Chap. 16. 13. We have his Word, his Promiſe for it, that what- 


ſoever we ask the Father in his Name, it ſhall be done: Underſtand, 
whatſoever is fit for us to ask, and good for us to have. 
(5.) Look to Jeſus, the Mediator of the Covenant for the Bleſſing of 
Goſpel-Ordinances, as the Word preached, Sacraments, &c. He is our 
acobs Ladder; by him muſt our Souls be raiſed and advanced towards 


God, towards Heaven; and by him it is that any ſpiritual Bleſſings de- 


ſcend on our Souls. As he is the meritorious procuring Cauſe of all 


Covenant-Bleſſings; ſo the principal means of conveyance, God gives them 
not to us immediately, but in and through his Son, our Mediator. 
1 John 5. 11. 12. He that hath the Son hath Life : And fo the Grace, 
the Bleſſings that are neceſſary in order to that Life. The Fruit of Or- 
dinances is from the ſweet and gracious Influence of Chrift, the Son of 

Righteouſneſs. 
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zohteouſneſs. No Benefit, no ſpiritual Light, or quickening by the 
| . Chriſt ſpeaks in it. As the Apoſtle has an Expreſſion, 
[Seeing ye ſeek a Proof of Chrift's ſpeaking in me—.] Tis the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit, through Chriſt the Mediator. So 1n the Lord's Supper 
we are in a ſpecial manner to look to Jeſus, and to be dealing with him. 
Ho great things are there to be offer d, ſet before us! Chriſt Crucified, 

a ſacrificed Saviour, with thoſe wonderful great Benefits purchaſed by 
that Sacrifice of himſelf ; [Take ye, cat ye, this is my Body, nhich is 
broken for you, &c.] Again, there we have Chriſt's Wil! and Teftament, 
or the New Covenant Sealed and Confirmed with thoſe exceeding great 
and precious Promites therein contain d, whereof the Promiſe of the 
Remiſſion of Sins is a principal one. [This Cup is the New Tiffament in 
my Blood, ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sins, &c.] But the Bleſſing of the 
Ordinance comes from him, whoſe Death 1s there Repreſented and 
Commemorated. And how can we hope to find that Ordinance, the 
Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, if there we are not looking 
unto him by Faith, yea, and laying hold on him? Bech our Union 
and Communion with him here is by Faith, 5 

(6.) Look to the Mediator, the Author and Finiſher of Grace, to 
preſerve you in Grace, to inable you to perſevere. Surely, Chriſtians, 
there were leſs * 7 4. ſtanding (of our ſelves) in Grace, in regard of 
1 . ˖ i gp threes Pony 

anding in Innocency. As one ſays, 11d walking in ſlippe 
852 4 truſteth more to the Hand 1 that leadeth it, (and holdeth it) — 
< to its own Feet. So let it be with us. __— 

( 7.) Look to Jeſus the Mediator, when you come to have Death in 
view, When Fleſh and Heart are ready to fail, yet (Chnſtian) let 
that ſupport thy ſinking Spirits, LI kw my Redeemer liveth.] If I 
have given up my ſelf to him, and am living on him, and living to 
him here; then when Death comes I ſhould not fear committing my 
departing Soul into his Hands; as holy Stephen, Acts 7. 59. Lord Fe- 
ſus, receive my Spirit. 

So this truth, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Mediator of the New Cove- 
nant, may yield ſtrong Conſolation to fuch as are in Chriſt. But I 

from this point. 


Do. 2. The Goſpel-Croenant (hereof Chriſt is Mediator) is a better 
Covenant : A better Covenant than that which went befere. 


Here is comparatio inequalium, ſetting forth as the Excellency of Chriſt 
our Mediator, above Moſes and 3 ſo the 2 of the Goſpel- 
Covenant above the Moſaical, Legal Covenant : And theſe two illuſtrate 
one another. If we conſider how great an High Prieſt Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Son of God is, this cafts 4 great Lore on the Covenant, whereof he 
is the Mediator. Again, if we conſider the Excellency of the Cove- 
nant which he hath procured for us, and ratified, confirmed, this 


rruption in us; leſs hope by far, than of Adam's A 
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ſhews him a moſt excellent High Prieſt and Mediator: The more no- 
ble the Effect, this ſhews and proves the Cauſe to be more noble; as 
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the Learned Lawſon, © He that could lay the Foundation of ſuch an » gy He. 
< excellent Oenant, by ſatisfying Divine jules, and as brews, f. 
ernal Continuance, muſt 140. 


« make it ſo valid, fo effectual, and of et 


4 needs be 4 more excellent Prieſt, in _ of his Miniſtration, which 


4 had far more glorious Miniſtration of the High 
& Priefts under the Law. 
Que ſt. 1. What Covenant this is, here called 4 better Covenant ? 
Anſw. The Goſpel-Crvenant, certainly; as was noted before; and 
this a Covenant betwixt God and Man: Not the Covenant of Redempti- 
on, betwixt God and Chriſt Incarnate ; where God is conſidered as one 
Party and Chriſt as the other Party, but not Mediator of that Cove- 
nant. Though he is Mediator of that Covenant with us, he could not 
be Mediator of that Civenant made with himſelf ; and there needs no Me- 
diator of that Covenant betwixt the Father and his Son Chriſt. But 
in the Ovenant betwixt God and fallen Man (whom Sin had ſet at vari- 
ance) there was need of a Mediator: And fo Chriſt fulfilling his part 


o the Covenant of Redemption, was fit indeed to be the Mediator of the 


t of Grace made with us; he, and none but he fit for it. 


But when the Majeſty of Heaven and Earth vouchſafes to make 


a Covenant with us, his Creatures and Vaſſals, we are to take 
notice and remember, that this 1s a Covenant berwixt the great- 
eft unequals, as betwixt the higheſt and moſt abſolute Soveraign, 
and his Liege-People : And thus we are without Controverſy bound to 
accept of whatſoever Covenant the great God is pleaſed to 2 bound 
to conſent to what Terms he preſcribes, antecedently to our engaging our 
ſelves by Hipulation or Promiſe : That his Covenant is 4 Law to us, and 
lays us under Obligation, before we are conſenting Covenanters ; tho 
tis not formally a Crvenant (in the proper ſenſe of the word) till both 
Parties are conſenting, a Covenant properly being a mu Agreement 
of Parties. Obſerve it, when the Mighty God propoſeth a Covenant 
to his Creatures, a Covenant propoſed by h 

ipſo facto, hath the force of a Law before it is a Covenant accepted. As we 
read of his Covenant which he commanded to all Generations, Pſal.105. 8. 


| This is fo evident a Truth, as may be confirmed by the very Light and 
La of Nature, which if we would not contradict, we mult grant 


_ ſrgnification of God's Will, concerning what ſhall be the Creatures 
& 4 Law. | 
And the Greek word adn tranſlated [Covenant] will very well 
bear it, that the Covenant is alſo a Law, a Law of Grace: As a Di- 
vine of great note, © It ſignifies God's Statute Law, propoſed to us for 
4 our Covenant-Conſent and Obedience, and promiſing us Grace and 
„Glory, and ſignifies the ſame thing as [the Law 1 Grace]; and not 
&« a mere abſolute Promiſe, without Precepts, Condition, or Penalty. 


nim i 4 Law and Obligatory 


And fo Mr. Lawſon f notcth, © In = Septuagint, it is uſed moſtly for a + P. 138. 


Covenant, 
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ce Covenant, and ſometimes for 4 Law or Command; and in this place, 
&« as in many more, it ſignifics 4 Gvenent, as that the Coyenant is 4 
“ Law, or _— one. : 

Queſt. 2. What other Covenant may this be compared with, when 
it is called 4 better Covenant? 

Anſm. 1. Now, I ſuppoſe, it will be readily granted, that the New 
Covenant is better than that Firſt Covenant made with Man in Inno- 
cency ; the Covenant of Grace better than the Covenant of Nature : Not 
but that the Fedus Nature, that Covenant of Works was perfect in ſuo 


genere, exactly fitted to that State wherein Man was created, requiring 


of Man his whole Duty, that he indiſpenſibly owed unto God his 
Creator, Owner, great or, Ruler and Governor, and no more 
than he was able by that then natural Power, which God had given him 
to perform ; and likewiſe promiſing him as great a Reward and Feli- 
city, as by that clear Light he had in his — primitive State, he 


founded on the Work 


tion (on which the Covenant of Grace is founded.) ſeems a more fu. 


, amazing, wonderful Work. And there 1s ſuch a Diſplay and 
Demonſtration of God's Fuſtice, Holineſs, hatred of Sin, inthat he would 
not pardon and fave Penitent believing Sinners, without ſuch a Sacri- 
fice and Satisfaction as his Son Jeſus Chriſt gave to attone his Juſtice, 
together with Riches of Grace and Mercy, in providing ſuch a Redeemer 
for poor loſt Sinners, and in enacting and effabliſhing a Law or Covenant 
of Grace, wherein he makes over, conveys a Right to the Benefits of 
Redemption unto all that take hold of. the Covenant, and conſent to 
the gracious Terms thereof; that the glorious Angels in Heaven cannot 


but admire and delight to contemplate on theſe things, 1 Pet. I. 12. | 
And as good Expoſitors note, this was opificd by the Cherubims looking 


:owards the Mercy-Seat, Exod. 25. 20. s glorious Excellencies and 
Perfections do more il luſtriouſly appear and ſhine forth in the Evan- 
gelical Ovenant, than in that firſt Covenant made with Man. 

(2.) The Evangelical Covenant is a better Covenant than that, as pro- 
miſing ſome — Privileges, adding to the Felicity of the Heirs of 
the Promiſe, ſuch as ſincerely cloſe with its Terms. Is not Union with 


Chriſt, as Members of his Myſtical Body, to be glorified together with 


him, and made as conformable as may be to him their glorious Head, 
to ſhine as the Sun incircled with his moſt reſplendent Beams; I ſay, 
is not ſuch an Union with 4 glorified Redeemer, ſome higher Privilege 
than Adam (had he ſtood, and kept his firſt Eſtate) could have expect- 
ed, or claimed by that Covenant made with him in Innocency ? Yea, 
though we ſuppoſe that an happy Life in Paradiſe would have been 
but a Preludium to his Tranſlation to an higher Felicity; yet ſound 
Divines (1 think) generally agree, that true Believers, the Seed of Chriſt, 

the 


vangelical Covenant hath 


Bond with Man: The Law of Works did not, could not require 
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; that is, of the New Te- 
bei of the Covenant 


Obedi- 
ence of him, as he was the Son of God. And when he took on him 
our Nature, and ſo was made under the Law, yet the Law of Works could 
not _ the ſame Perſon, who had a ſpotleſs Holineks, and yielded moſt 
perfecl, ſinleſs Obedience, to undergo the Puniſhment due to Sin and Sin- 
ners, as if he had been the greateſt Sinner; nor did the Law of Works 


require ſuch a Jo to ſuffer in the hi gheſt Degree, that would ſtand 


with his perfect Holineſs zo procure Pardon and Peace with God for the 
Tranſgreffors of it; nor to Merit for Sinners 2 Felicity, than it 
promiſed unto Man, had he never ſinned: Bu 

Chriſt in the Crvenant of Redemption, or by the Law of Mediation (where- 
of lhiis fulfilling the Law of Innocency was but 4 part). And when his 
Mediatory Righteouſneſs was a Righteouſneſs of 4 larger Extent, and 
infinitely greater Value than what the Law of Works required of 1 
it could not be the very ſame with that, it fo far excelleth. But Chriſt 
performing all which that ſpecial Law of Mediation required of him, 
upon this account he is Mediator of the Goſpel-Coyenant. And tho 


Believers have the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to plead againſt the Charge of the 


violated Law of Works, yet it is by vertue of the Law, or Covenant of 


Grace, that this Plea holds good: The Law of Works of it ſelf would 


admit of uo ſuch Plea, as tor a Sinner to plead the Righteouſneſs and 


Obedience of another to juſtify him, or free him from Condemnation : 


But this was by the gracious Conſtitution of God, as above his own Law, 
tho he would not Recl.zx its Threatning without ſuch a Satisfaction as 
magnified the Law, and made it honourable. And it is by the lame 
vr rnant of Grace that Belierers being juſtified, are intirled to that higher 

1 Degree 


t all this was required of 


19 
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Degree of Glory and Felicity (for the meritorious Righteouſneſs of the 
Mediator) higher than the Law of Works had any Promiſe of. 

Thus (I ſuppoſe) it muſt be granted, that the Evangelical Gvenant 
is better than the Covenant made with Man in Innocency, and eſta- 
' bliſh'd upon better Promiſes. As it is eaſy to prove, that Covenant 

firſt mw with Adam, was no ſooner broken than the promiſſory part 
of it quite ceaſed, for the utter incapacity of the Subject > And hence it 
— ly follows, that a Sinner can never be juſtified by that Lam or 
Covenant which condemns him, and never had any Promiſe of Pardon 
or Juſtification for a Sinner, one that had in any point tranſgreſſed it. 
But 


u OD 
Anſw.2. The Evangelical Covenant is better than the Legal Covenant,that 
Covenant whereof Moſes was Mediator. That Covenant made with 
the Children of 1f-ael at Mount Sinai, was a Covenant of Peculiarity (as 
was ſaid in the Preliminaries to this Diſcourſe): A Covenant of Peculi- 
arity w that People was ſeparated from all other Nations, as a 
culiar People that God had choſen, that were in ſpecial Relation to 
im, under his ſpecial Lans and Government. That Moſaical Legal 
Covenant was an 1 to the Covenant of Grace in its former 
Edition, as it had reſpect unto the Meſſiah to come. Man was not 
wholly caſt off as the Angels were, who kept not their firſt Eſtate : 
That — of Grace made with our firſt Parents immediately af- 
ter the Fall, with regard to the Bleſſed Seed of the Woman promiſ 
it was renewed with Abraham, and ſo confirmed, that the Politic 
Covenant, which was four hundred and thirty Years after, could not 
null it, Gal. 3. 17. Neither _ be ſaid, that there was no Grace 
in that Covenant of Peculiarity But taking it in Conjunition with the 
Promiſe or Covenant of Grace that went before it (not ſeparating them, 
as the Carnal Fews did ;) the Moſaical Law or Covenant was ſuited 
to their Puerilẽ State, and might help to cure them in ſome meaſure 
of their Blindneſs, and groſs Ignorance in matters of Religion, which 
had fo overſpread the Face of the World, and might be a means to 
prevent their falling into Idolatry, after the Example of the Nations 
round about them, that were fo grievouſly corrupted therewith, to 
whuch deteſtable Sin they alſo were naturally very prone: And that 
great number of poſitive Precepts given them (many of which were 
very coſtly and burdenſome) might be a proper Method to humble 
them, who were fo ＋ to be proud of their peculiar Privileges above 
other Nations; and though I paſs by ſeveral other Uſes and Ends of 
it, yet I may not omit this, That it was to be their School: Mafter to 
lead them to Chriſt, Gal. 3. 24. So it was to make way for an higher In- 
ſtitution in the Goſpel-Diſpenſation ; and we have ground to conclude, 
that were 1t not for its ſubſerviency this way, the Legal Covenant had 


Vid. The never taken place, or been eſtabliſhed. As ſome prove from ſuch Texts 
Salmur. of Scripture as theſe, Rom. 10. 4. Gal. 3. 24. Rom. 8. 3, 4. and alſo 


225. 9.59 


from Reaſon : As otherwiſe the Legal Covenant had been Inwile, un- 
profitable. 


* * Ses 


md fac 
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profitable ; as no Man could have been juſtified, or could have attain- 


ſed & noxium, not only unprofitable, but hurtful ; addi 
tive Precepts to their Duty by the Law of Nature, which 
not _ neglected or violated, without a new 1 
Curſe, &c. 


ng many poſi 
could 


Legal Crvenant ? a 
Anſw. Here I might multiply particular Reſpects wherein the Evan- 
gelical Covenant excells the Legal, but ſhall paſs by many (not intend- 
ing a large Diſcourſe on this Subject). But . 
1. It excelleth the Legal Covenant in regard of its Mediator. Moſes 
was the Mediator of the Legal Covenant, who was but 4 Men, tho a 


Man of God, an eminent Servant of God : hr. 


God, God and Man in one Perſon, he is the Mediator of the Goſpel- 
Covenant. And Moſes was a Mediator only as an Internuncins, a Meſ- 
ſenger from God, to make known God's Will and Mind to the People; 
whereas Chriſt is not barely a Meſſenger of the Covenant, but the Pro- 
curer and Aurbor of the Covenant, as the procurer of the Benefits and 
Bleſſings thereof: John 1. 17. The Law was gi oy nn, but Grace 
and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt. Surely the Goſpe Covenant has the 
pre-eminence in regard of the ſurpaſſing Dignity of its Mediator. 


2. There is a great difference betwixt theſe two Covenants, and the 


Goſpel-Covenant far excelleth, as to its extent. The Legal Covenant 


was limited and confined to that one People, the Fews : Whereas the 


Goſpel-Covenant is to be publiſhed and propoſed unto all Nations ; 
the Partition-Wall that was betwixt Fews and Gentiles, is broken down : 
And whoſoever ey are, whether Few, or Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, 
Bond or Free, that 
cept of Chriſt by Faith, they are the Children of Abraham; there is 
no more difference betwixt Few and Gentile ; but they which be of 
Faith are bleſſed with faithful Abraham, Gal. 3.7, 8, 9. ES 
3. There was more darkneſs and obſcurity in the Legal Covenant un- 


der that Diſpenſation; but there is great Light ſhining forth in the 


Goſpel. Under the Law ſpiritual things were weil d under dark Types 


and Shadows; and the Children of Jfrael could not ſtedfaſtly look o 


the end of that which is aboliſhed, 2 Or. 3. 13: They could not fo 
clearly diſcern and apprehend the meaning of thoſe obſcure Types and 
Figures which had reſpe& to Chriſt and his Benefits; did not well 
underſtand the end of the Law given them by Moſes, whereas we un- 
der the Goſpel are privileged with much clearer Revelation, and fuller. 
diſcovery of God, and of Chriſt our Redeemer, and of what he hath 


done and ſuffer d in order to our Redemption, and of the way of 


coming to God by him, 2 Gr. 3. 18. So we read of Life and Inmorta- 


lity brought to light through the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 1. 10. As the Learned 


Fac. Capellns, The promiſes of eternal Life which the Legal Covenant had, 


were 


aſe of the 
Oueſt. 3. But in what Reſpects is the Goſpel-Covenant better than the 


earing the Goſpel, take hold of the Covenant, ac-- 


un 
ed to Life by it, Gz 21.) Yea, it had been not only Inile, 
y 


* Orig. 


Jacr. p. 
225, 
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| mere veiled under Types of earthly things ; but theſe are more clearly and 


fully propoſed to us in the Goſpel; as alto the way wherein the Terms 
whereon we may certainly attain to eternal Life, through Chriſt. 

4. The Evangelical Covenant had a better way of Worſhip, and 
better Ordinances accompanying it. The plaineſs and ſimplicity of 


 Goſpel-Worſhip, and Goſpel-Inſtitutions 15 to be preferred before that 


more pompous way of Ceremonial Worſhip : The latter more operons, 
but the former — Inſtructive and Efficacious. So | we 

5. As we have more means of Grace, choicer means under the Go- 
ſpel- Covenant, the Spirit of Grace alſo is more ordinarily at Work, that 
more Grace is wont to attend the means. The Spirit that was given 
more ſparingly under the Legal Covenant, and given but to a few 
then, is given more plentifully, and to many more under the Exangeli- 
cal Covenant: As the Legal Rites and Ceremonies are called Carnal Or- 
dinances, Heb. 9. 10. Whereas Goſpel-Ordinances are the Miniſtrati- 
on 7 the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. 8. See again John 1. 17. 

The Goſpel-Covenant is better than the Legal, as it is more firm and 
durable; confirmed as a Teſtament, with the death of the Teftator, Heb. 
9. 16, 17. ſo that there is no diſannulling it, nor adding thereto : It 
is the everlaſting Goſpel, Rev. 14. 6. The Legal Covenant was never 
ſo eſtabliſhed g > was to give place for this better Covenant to ſuc- 
ceed, 20-30, 2. As Dr. Stilling fleet, © Muſt the Covenant God | 
4 made with the If-aclites continue for ever, when God expreſly ſaith, 

4 He would make a new one, and that not according to the Crvenant which 
© he then made with them? —_— we | 
7. This New Covenant, the Goſpel-Covenant is e/fabliſh'd upon (or 


with) better Promiſes. The Legal Covenant had Promiſes ; but f * 
re 


Frafted from the Promiſe or Covenant of Grace that was given 
it, they were Promiſes of an inferior Nature. As it was their Political = 
Law, fo it had only temporal Dos (in that Conſideration and Re- 
ſpect) as a long and proſſ Life in the Land of Canaan But the 
Evangelical Covenant hath far greater and e. xceeding precious Promiſes ; 
Promiſes of ſpiritual Bleſſings, and everlafting Bleſſedneſs, and all upon 
eaſier and moſt gracious Terms. | 

Thus briefly I have ſhewn in what Reſpects the Goſpel-Covenant is 
better than the 1 The main Uſe of this I ſhall referve, where- 
with to cloſe this Diſcourſe. Only a few ſhort hints at preſent. 


USE 1. Learn hence to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Covenant of Re- 
demption made with Chriſt, and the COvenant of Grace made with us. 
The Covenant whereof Chriſt is Mediator, is not the fame with the 
Covenant of Redemption: Not diſtinguiſhing aright betwixt theſe 
runneth Men unavoidably upon great Miftakes. In the Gvenant of 
Redemption we were no Federate Party, that Covenant being betwixt 
God and Chriſt alone; not that we obeyed, ſatisfied, merited in Chriſt. 
In the Covenant of Grace, tho Chriſt is again a Party, yet here he comes 


In 
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in 44 4 Mediator, which neceſſarily implies another Party in the Cove- 
nant betwixt God and whom he 1s Mediator. A Mediator there can- 
not be, but where there are n Parties at leaſt confederating ; then the 
Covenant of Grace is betwixt God, Chrift our Lord Redeemer, and 
Mediator, and us; then there are Terms in the Covenant unto which we 
are oblig d: ſo we are obliged in our own Perſons to believe and 
and to yield ſincere Obedience. And we may not think that 
believed for us, repented for us, or that his moſt perfect Obedience was 
ob cape ae uy - to * — * 4 Redeemer, 
(which w an utter ſubverting iſtiani Gris: 
in the Covenant of Redemption was to obeſe ok ſaving Benefits 
for us, which are offered and promiſed in the Covenant of Grace upon 
ſuch Terms; fo according to the Conſtitution of the Covenant of 
Grace, it is our part to look to the Terms __ in order to our par- 
ticipation of thoſe Benefits purchaſed : And we have »o right to Par- 
don and Life, bat upon ſuch Terms as they 7 in the Covenant 
of Grace. Again, tho none come up to t-Terms of them- 
ſelves, without Grace from the Mediator; yet Chriſt's part, as Medi- 
_ ator of the New Covenant, is not the ſame with our part. Tho Faith 

is not of our ſelves, he gives that Grace whereby we Believe and Re- 
pent; yet when we Believe and Repent they are our free Acts. And 
that we may obtain that Grace, whereby to perform them, we are con- 
ſtantly to wait on him for it, in the diligent Uſe of his appointed 
Means, and a caretul improving of what Grace and, Help he offereth, 
ot ſhort of ſpecial, effectual ſaving Grace); and otherwiſe we ſhall 
left without Excuſe. e 


USE 2. Then what Praiſe and Thanks is due to God, and due to 
Chriſt the Procurer and Mediator of this better Covenant! The beſt 
Covenant that ever was made with Man; a better Covenant there can- 
not be; tis not to be expected; this is the laſt Gvenant that ever he 
will make with Man. O how great is his Mercy towards us, who 
enjoy the Goſpel ! That unworthy we are under the beſt Covenant, 
under the cleareſt and beſt Diſpenſation of the Covenant of Grace. 
From Adam to Abraham ( that is, for above two thouſand Years) I 
think we find only that one Promiſe of the Seed of the Woman breaking 

the Serpents head, (Gen. 3.15.) that the Church had to hve upon. 
There is an Allaſſon to that Promiſe unto Noah, after the Flood, 1/a. 
54.9. But it 1s there diſtinguiſhed from God's Covenant of Peace 
made with his People. Now we have the Covenant of Grace even an 
the laßt, largeſt, and beſt Edition propoſed and offer d to us: A great 
Privilege and Favour, ſure. 


USE z. Then let us dread the thoughts of receiving ſuch Grace in 
vain. If we refuſe to accept of Chriſt and his faving Benefits upon 
Covenant Terms, what can we have to fay for our ſelves? When — 
ve 
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have ſo great, fo and gracious an offer in the Goſpel, a better 
Offer 1 a 1 ea, we ſhould account all feen the 
World but Loſs and Dung in compariſon of Chrift and his faving Be- 
neſits) and when he vouchſafes plentiful Means and Helps, pr in their 
tind, to take with, and work upon Creatures that have Reaſon, and 
will uſe their Reaſon ; when he does ſo much to draw us to Conſent = 
to his Terms, when nothing is wanting on his part ( as Rector or Go- 
vernor) but he has done much more, and waited much longer for our 
coming in than we had. reaſon to expect; if yet we will not accept of 
his what is this but a wilful refuſal and rejection of Chriſt and 
his Benefits ? That if we periſh, notwithſtanding ſuch a Saviour of- 
fer d, we may thank our ſelves; we would none of him: He may 
ay, I mould, * ye would not. And his giving that ſpecial Grace to 


. ſome, ( 45 Lord and Beneſactor, who may do what he will with his 


own) which Grace effectually inclines their Wills to accept of him on 
Ais own Terms: This cannot be pleaded by others, that will not ſo ac- 
cept of him; this will be no Excuſe to ſay, Lord, thou didſt not give 
us that ſpecial Grace which would infallibly have gained our 
| ſent. Surely, that can be no Aft of injuſtice to deny that free Benefit 
to multitudes of Sinners, which he might have denied to all; that it 
is of free Mercy to vouchſafe to any: And may not this ſtop ſuch 
Sinners Mouths, that the Lord is beforchand with them? And they 
cannot e one Inſtance, where his Grace and Help was denied to a 
Soul that did humbly and earneſtly ſeek it in his own way, did wait 
for it in the diligent uſe of his appointed Means, and was ready to 
lay hold on 1t, to comply with, and make uſe of it : And they cannot 
prove that the Lord ever deſerted any Sinner, who was framing to turn 
to the Lord, as he might, till provoked by the Sinners negleR, or 
rejecting of his Grace and Help offer d; as in that ſhort Script, intitled, 
Sententia Eccl. Anglic. 8c. at the end of Biſhop Davenant's Diſſertationes 
Due, (which Biſhop Uſher told Mr. Baxter was Dr. Overal s) Salvation 
in Chriſt is propoſed to Sinners, Sub conditione fidei, Iut autem hanc condi- 
tionem homines praſtent, Deus ita verbo precipit, & fatto per Spiritus ſantti 
gratiam excitat & adjuvat, ut in hominibus non in Deo cauſa fit, ſi non 
crediderint, ſicut e contra, fs crediderint, id divine gratie non humane vir- 
tuti tribuendum]. Where the Doctor would have us know, that God 
does ſo much for us, in order to our performing the Condition, ſo much 
by his Word and Spirit (as the Goſpel is the Miniſtration of the Spirit, 
and the Spirit 1s ordinarily working with it in one degree or other, 
till we provoke him by our Neglect, or reſiſting of him to withdraw) 
that the Cauſe is in us, not in God, if we believe not: As on the contrary, I 
we believe, that ts to be aſcribed not to humane Vertue, but to Divine Grace. 
But fo if we refuſe Life and Salvation upon the Terms propoſed, tis 
not that the Lord hath bcen wanting to us (not affording means) but 
we have been wanting to our ſelves (not improving Means and Helps 
vouchſafed, as we might,and ought), That God's Juſtice will be cleared 


m 
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in our ſorer Condemnation, for our wilful refuſal of ſuch Grace offer- 
ed, and a fad Reflection upon ſuch our finful Folly and Madneſs will 
fill us with Anguiſh, and increaſe our future Miſery and Torment. 
It will be vain for any impenitent unbelieving Sinner hereaſter to 
plead, that God gave him not that Grace to Repent and Believe, which 
e did to thoſe that Repented and Believed ; when it ſhall appear that 
Salvation was brought to his Choice upon thoſe reaſonable and gract- 
ous Terms, and yet his Will was ſet not to comply, not to accept ot 
Salvation fo offered; notwithſtanding God did more than he was 
bound to do, or a Sinner could have expected to incline his Will to 
the Terms requir d: Might he not have taken any of us at our fiſt 
word, at our firſt Refuſal of his Grace offer d, and faid, Becauſe I have 
called, and ye refuſed, therefore ye ſhall never have one Call more, 
nor ever have the like offer again? 


USE 4. A few words (and but a few words here) to ſuch as have 
accepted of, and are intereſted in this better Covenant. Improve ſo 
bl ne OR, ans 2017 Ie yen TIE 6 anſwerably to 
ſo ſacred a Bond: 60 you t frequently approach to the Lord's 
Table, conſider, The Lord's Supper is a Federal Feaſt, and a Seal of the 
better Covenant : So upon your ſincere renewing Covenant with God, 
and with Chriſt the Mediator of the | you have God and 
Chriſt ſealing it afreſh to you ; and ſee that in this Federal Feaſt you 
aR Faith afrelh upon Chaiſt, for Grace and Strength to keep Covenant, 
renewing your Reſolutions (in the Strength of his Grace) to be more 
ſtedfaſt in the Covenant. 


DoF. 3. The Evangelical Covenant is firmly eftabliſhed. The word 
in the Original is very emphatical, xwroueSimras, ſancitum eſt, as Bea, 
and others, ordained, eſtabliſh d as a Lam: So much the word imports, 
it properly ſignifies (as any one that has but a ſmattering in the Greek 
Tongue, mult confeſs) Eſtabliſhed as a Law. Legem dicimus ver, 

ſi ure yeiv* And this ſo eſtabliſhed as to be more irrevocable than 

w of the Medes and Perſians. It is the Everlaſting Covenant, 

Satis fuerat dicere Thur, ſed maluit dicere ywouoYimmi ut oftenderet 

pattum hoc ſimul & Legem eſſe ; fic junguntur Lex & pattum, Plal. 78. 
10. (Grotiz:). The Apoſtle would rather uſe this compound Verb, 
that he might ſhew this Covenant to be alſo a Law ; fo Law and Ce- 
nant are joyned. Pſal. 78. 10. kept not the Covenant o 

wor 


refuſed to nalk in his Law. So the 1 Dr. Owen is 
full upoſi the Text; This is the meaning of the word meh, eſt a- 
bliſhed, ſay we. But it is reduced into a fixed State of 4 Law or Ordi- 
nance : All the Obedience required in it, all the Worſhip appointed by it, all 
the Privileges exhibited in it, and the Grace adminiſtred nith them, are all 
given for a Statute Law and Ordinance unto the Church —. This the 
Apoſtle intends h rare dimm, the Legal Eftabliſhment of the New Cove- 
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nant, with all the Ordinances of its worſhip ; hereon the other Covenant was 
diſannulle . [Third Vol. on Heb. p. 221.) where it is mot evident, 
that Dr. Owen would not have approved of thoſe that underſtand no 
more by the New Covenant, than mere abſolute Promiſes, without any 
matter of precept. What is cited here out of his Expoſition, is clear- 
ly, firmly grounded and bottomed on the Sacred Text, and directly 
proves the Goſpel-Covenant a Law, a Law of Grace: And though it 
is no wonder that ſuch as look on themſelves as above Ordinances, and 
have quite caf off the poſitive Inſtitutions of Chriſt in the Goſpel; no 
wonder if ſuch will not admit of, but reject this ſound Expoſition ; 
yet it may juſtly ſeem ſtrange, that ſuch as profeſs to have a Zeal for 
the Ordinances and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, ſhould not be ſatisfied with 
this Expoſition, who yet manifeſtly contradict it, when they deny 
the Goſpel or New Covenant to be a Law. 


This Covenant, this better Covenant was purchaſed, procur'd, ra. 


tified and confirmed by the precious Blood of Chrift, Matth. 26. 28. As 


it is alſo confirm'd by the Sacraments of the New Teſtament, inſti- 
tuted by Chriſt, and annex d as Seals to the Covenant, 1 Cor. 11. 25. 


And it wanteth not confirmation by the Privy Seal of the Spirit in the 


Hearts and Conſciences of ſuch to whom this Covenant is propoſed, 
and more eſpecially of thoſe, who are by his Grace effectually per- 
ſwaded to accept of it, and ſincerely conſent to it. - 

I would haſte to the next Propoſition, on which I muſt make a 
longer ſtay : Only fome Uſe and Improvement ſhould be made of this. 


USE 1. Then how great is the Sin of thoſe who will not accept 
ropos 


of this better Covenant which the Lord hath eſtabliſh'd and pre 


to them. Here 
1. I ſhould think this evident by the very Light of Nature, that when 


God propoſeth and offers a Covenant to his Creatures, ipſo facto it be- 
comes 4 Law to them; that they are bound to accept of what God offers, 


and to conſent toany Terms he requires: And the very Law of Nature 
proves, That any ſignification of God's Will concerning what ſhall be 


the Creatures Duty, 4 4 Law (as was ſaid before, p. 15.) For any to 
ay, [That any fignification of God's Will concerni 


what ſhall be our 
uty is 4 Lam, except in a Promiſe] is 4 mere Evaſnn. So the Heathen 
might (with as much Reaſon) tay, Any fienification of God's Will con- 
cerning what ſhall be Mans Duty is 4 Lan, except in bis Works, and 
conſequently plead that they are under no Law at all. 
But ſo when God propoſeth a Covenant to his Creatures, they are 
obliged. to conſent to it ; and to refuſe is Rebellion againſt God, "Daw 


_ tempt of the moſt Abſolute, ſupreme Authority. Exel. 20. 37, 38. 


They are Rebels that will not come into the Bond of the Covenant. 
2. The Evangelical Cruenant is the ſpecial Law of the Redeemer : And 


thus Sinners not conſenting unto, but rejecting the. Covenant, hy 


Chrift the Mediator of a better Covenant. 
Sim directly againſt Chriſt. The Goſpel-Covenant was procur d and 
confirm'd by his moſt precious Blood, therefore called the Blood of che 
Everlaſting Crvenant, Heb. 13. 20. That to reject the ſame is (in a 
degree) a treading under foot the Son of God: Such do what in them 
heth to render the Death of Chriſt in vain. If all ſhould do as they, 
then would not his Blood be as Water ſpilt upon the Ground? Then 
might he not as well have ſpared all that Coſt and Pains? Then all 
that Chriſt did and ſuffered, that he might be the Mediator of the 
Covenant, would turn to no account, as to his being the Author of eter- 
nal Salvation to any in the World. Wy 
And further, The Evangelical Covenant is the ſpecial Law of the Re- 
deemer, as not only procurd by his meritorious Satisfaction, but in- 
afted by his Regal Authority, together with the Authority of the Father, 
as in Chriſt a God reconciling Sinners unto himſelf. It was ſo agreed 
and determined betwixt God the Father, and our Lord Jefus Cirift 
in the Covenant of Redemption, that we Sinners under the Goſpel ſhould 
reap the Fruit, partake of the ſaving Benefits of Redemption, only in 
ſuch a way, upon ſuch Goſpel-Terms. And as all Poner nas given to 
Chriſt in Heaven and in Earth, and al! Judgment committed unto him, 
ſo that God hath no Law but what is put into Chriſt's hand; this 
Law of Grace 1s in ſpecial the Law of Chriſt, as Redeemer. It ſhould 
be out of Queſtion among all that call themſelves Chriſtians, that 
Chriſt, as owr Redeemer, is 4 * as well as Prophet and Prieſt, and 
executeth the Office of a King: And if he be a King, as Redecmer, he 
muſt have a Law : I durſt not for a World give it under my hand, 
that Chriſt hath no Law as Redeemer ; and wonder at thoſe that are 
otherwiſe minded: Acccording to the Text, the Covenant is efabliſhed 
as 4 La, and its being eſtabliſhed with better Promiſes is not at 
all oppoſite to its being a Law. The Covenant of Works had a Pro- 
miſe annex'd, notwithſtanding which it was a Law of Works : So the 
Covenant of Grace, notwithſtanding its berter Promiſes, yea nith re- 
ſpe unto theſe, is a Law of Grace; it hath the Properties and Effects 
of a Law; it is both norma officii, & judicii, a Rule of our Duty and 
of Chriſt's proceeding in Judgment, and paſſing a final Sentence on 
= 


No muſt not this aggravate the Sin of thoſe that conſent not to 
the Terms of the Goſpel-Coyenant, that they caſt of the Law of the 
Redeemer ? This is to yy SO Enemies to their beſt Friend, 
to whom they are under ſuch Obligations as they can never fully an- 
ſwer (if they would Study and Indeavour it, as far as it is polible) 
while they have a Being : This ſhews Sinners moſt ſhameful and hor- 
rible Ingratitude and Contempt of God's Grace, and of the Love of 
the Redeemer. #9 

3. The Sin of ſuch as have been Baptized and ſolemnly entred into 
Covenant, if afterwards they refuſe to ſtand to the Covenant, is thus 
aggravated as an heinous breach of 1 'Tis an odious * » 

| 5 


—— 
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ſent to its Terms, is ſinning againſt, reef 
ſor us, and thus Sinning againſt our own Souls. 


(before the day of Grace is quite over, and God's Treaty of Peace at an 
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break Covenant with Men; then what is it to deal treacherouſly, per- 
fidiouſly with God and Chriſt ? 

4. For any of us not to accept of the Goſpel-Covenant, not to con- 
ing the only Remedy provided 
As we are all Sin- 
ners we could _ nothing but Condemnation, if left to the Law 
or Covenant of Works. Speaking of Adult Perſons we certainly re- 
main under the Curſe of that Covenant, till we come to take hold of 
the Covenant of Grace, conſenting to its Terms. The violated Law 
and Covenant of Innocency has no promiſe of Pardon and Lite for 
Sinners ; no way for ſuch to be freed from Condemnation but of God's 
Free Grace, through Chriſt, and the 8 he hath purchaſed. 
Now the matter is ſtated in the Covenant of Grace, upon what Terms 
we ſhall have Pardon and Life of God's Free Grace, for Chriſt's Me- 
rits : But till (through Grace) we come to comply with the Terms re- 
que we cannot lay claim to Covenant promiſed only upon 

erms 


5. Sinners by rejecting the Goſpel- Covenant not only continue un- 
der Wrath and Condemnation, but incur a much ſorer Condemnation 
and Punithment, than others by all their groſſeſt wicked Works com- 
mitted againſt the Law of Nature. The final Rejection of Grace, Par- 
don, and Life offered in the Goſpel is the condemning Sin, and that 
which will exceedingly increaſe the Wo and Miſery of fuch Adverſa- 
ries to God's Grace, and Deſpiſers of their own Mercy; ſuch are Mi- 
ſerable by their own choice, refuſing the greateſt Mercy offer'd. 

O that impenitent, unbelieving Sinners would ſeriouſly conſid 


end with them) what Tribulation and Anguiſh, what Indignation 
and Wrath will moſt certainly be their Portion for ever, if they do 
not here in time regard the things that belong unto their Peace. 


USE 2. Here's great Encouragement for Sinners to come in and 


take hold of the Goſpel-Covenant; there's no cauſe for am to Deſpair, 


though ſome may have received the Sentence of Death in themſelves, 
being convinc'd of their Sins, and of their being liable to everlaſting 


Condemnation, according to the Tenor of the Law of Works: That 
hath nothing to fay to Sinners, but [The Soul that ſinneth ſhall die] 


I there is more hope of ſenſible Sinners, that ſee themſelves in a loſt 
tate, that no longer truſt in themſelves, nor put Confidence in the 
Fleſh. A Self-deſpair does well, 1s of great Uſe, when hereupon we 
flee for 7 to lay hold on the hope ſet before us in the Goſpel. 


There indeed we may ſee a Door of Hope ſet open to Sinners, a full Re- 


medy provided, Pardon and Life offered to Sinners upon gracious 


Terms. And the Goſpel is ſo eſtabliſhed that no Sinner, who is with- 


in the Sound and Call of the Goſpel, where a Pardon is offered, hath 


ground to Deſpair. And here let it be conſidered, 
| : 1. There 
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1. There is Proviſion made in the Covenant of Grace for the Pardon 
| of the greateſt Sins thou haſt been guilty of, upon thy 172 
Return to God, and believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: See Iſa. 55. 7. 
1 Tim. 1. 13, 14. Even the anpardonable Sin would not be fo, but that 
it utterly bars ont Faith and Repentance : Therefore it is unpardonable, 
becauſe it is impoſſible to renew thoſe Apoſtates again to Repentance, who 
have provoked the Spirit of Grace (ſo highly) to forſake them quite, 
that their Hearts (which they have fo deſperately harden d againſt the 
moſt convincing me ant) are thus lock d up in Impenitency and Infide- 
. lity : See Heb. 6. 4, 6. So it would be highly injurious, greatly dero- 
| gatory to the rich Grace of God, and to the infinite Merits of Chriſt for 
a Sinner to conclude, that his Sins were more, greater than could be 
forgiven. There is a Pardon in the Covenant for the Sins of every 
penitent Believer, how many, how great ſoever * have been; when 
the lefler Sins of the meer Moralift, or externally Righteous Man will 
condemn him, he having no Intereſt in Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs to 
cover them, no Pardon by the Covenant of Grace, while without Re- 
pentance, and a believing Acceptance of Chriſt. 5 
2. The Goſpel- Covenant [which is an Act of Indemnity, or Conditi- 
| onal Pardon) 1s for every Sinner to whom it is propoſed, to take hold 
| on; and therefore for thee as well as others: And not only ſo, that 
thou mayeſt, but thou oug hteſt, it is thy Duty to take hold on it. 1 Fob. 
|, 3. 23. This ts his Commandment, that ne ſhould believe on the name of his 
| Son Feſus Chriſt, And none are excepted, none excluded from a Cove- 
nant Intereſt in Chriſt and his Saving Benefits, but only ſuch as exclude 
themſelves by their voluntary Unbelief, and rejecting or neglecting, 
deſpiſing that Grace offer d in the Goſpel. Hese I am ſpeaking of all 
thoſe to whom the Word of Salvation is ſent. John 3. 16. Mhoſoever 
believeth in him ſhall nat periſh, but have everlaſting Life. The offer of 
Chriſt, with his Saving ts, is free and general, to one as well as 
| _— to every one upon their willing Acceptance of him, as he is 
BS =» 2 EO, 

3. In my Thoughts ; this ſhould be both a quickning and encou- 
raging conſideration, That the Goſpel-Covenant is ffored, furniſhed, and 
attended with ſuch Means and Helps to bring over Sinners to the Terms 

\  requir'd, in order to their partaking of the Benefits promis d; that if 

this bleſſed Effect follows not, Sinners are left without all Excuſe, and 
| muſt take all the Blame on themſelves; that when Pardon and Life 
were brought to their Choice, their wicked Wills were moſt unrea- 

ſonably ſet againſt the things of their Peace: That they would reject 
the Cunſel of God againſt themſelves. As ſecure and careleſs Sinners 
ſhould think of this, and how it will aggravate their future Miſery 
and Torment to remember how fairly they were offer d, and that the 
Lord was not wanting, as to means, and what became him to do, as 4 
gracious Reftor and Governor : And yet ſuch was their wicked Wiltul- 
neſs and Mad neſs, that they would ſtill go on in the way of Deſtruction 
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that were received 
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againſt ſuch means and offers of Grace: So on the other hand, if thou 
art awakened, and beginneſt to be thoughtful and concern d about thy 


Salvation; may not this excite and encourage thee to ſet about the 
Work, to conſider how the Lord is beforchand with thee, that the 
ee + Gul hath clan 
1.) Sinners have expreſs Precept in the Golpel : cleariy 
80 igel his Will, -_— — us to Repent. Acts 17. 30. Nom 


God commandeth all Men to Repent ; and to Believe in Chnift : This is 


his Commandment, that we believe, — as before, 1 Fohn 3. 23. Where 
the Word of a King is, there is Power : And ſhall God's expreſs Com- 


be acknowledged in theſe Goſpel-Commands ? The Law of Works 
would take no notice of a Sinners Repentance, in order to Pardon. 
(2.) In the Goſpel Sinners have moſt gracious Promiſes, molt precious 
Benefits promiſed on theſe Terms; As, Repent, that your Sins may 
blotted out. Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. All 


the Pleaſures, Riches, Honours in the World are nothing worth, 
compar d with what is offer d in the Covenant of Grace, and thereby 


enſur d to thoſe that Conſent to its Terms. And if we believe we 
have immortal Souls to Save or Loſe, what can be more wnreaſonable, 
than to be more concern'd about the things of this Life, which we can 
have no faſt hold of, than we are for our Souls, that it may go well 
with them for ever? 


.) The peremptory Threatning annex d [ Except ye Repent, Je ſhall 4 


Periſh. He that Believeth not ſhall be Damned] is a means to 
awaken our Fear, as the promiſſory part of the Covenant is to excite our 


Defire, and to encourage Hope. And what ſenſeleſs, preſumptuous Crea- 


tures Sinners are, who fear not to perſiſt in their Impenitency and Un- 


belief, againſt the moſt dreadful Divine Threatnings? And is there no 


Graceeven in theſe Threatnings, as they have a proper tendency 
to rouze Sinners out of their Security, to look about them, and to do 


vat in them lieth (in the uſe of God's appointed means) to P; : from 
the Wrath to come? Thus the very Cunffitution of the Covenant of 
Grace, and its ſeveral parts, are proper means to gain Sinners conſent. . 
Were it not ſo, it would not aggravate the Condemnation of ſuch as 


Out. 
5 A fanding Miniſtry in the Church. And the Miniſters of the 


KR 
Golpel are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 2 Cr. 5. 20. As they are to call, in- 


vite, and perfwade Sinners in his Name to come in; and this is a ſpecial 
means the Lord is wont to bleſs, to the C -rfion and Salvation of 


* 


Souls; even that preaching of Chriſt, whidi::nany count Foolithneſs, 


Kom. 1.16. 1 Or. 1. 21. | 


(5.) Examples of others that have been great Sinners, and for all 
ouſly upon their coming in, 1 Tim. 1. 16. 
They that are not with ſuch moving and incouraging Exam- 
ples and Inſtances of God's Grace, are greatly blame-worthy, 2 1.32. 

Divine 


mand be of no Pon er with us? And further, what Grace there is to 


be 


mo» 4, Pr wad 6 font fade. 
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(.) Divine Patience and Forbearance. The Lord's givi 


Sinners 
ſpace to Repent, — them a Reprieve, ſhould be — to their 
ſuing out 4 Pardon : That Sentence is not ſpeedily executed on them, 
it may, and ſhould convince Sinners that God is not willing they ſhould 
periſh, but rather that they ſhould come to Repentance, 2Pet.3.9. Exel. 
33. 11. The Long Suffering of the Lord hath a tendency towards Sin- 
ners Salvation, 2 Pet. 3. 15, | 
(7.) That Sinners have not barely a Reprieve, but many Tokens of 
Divine Bounty, many undeſerved Mercies, forfeited Mercies: Should 
not ſuch Coals heaped on our Heads be a means to melt our Hearts? 
The Goodneſs of God is to lead Sinners to Repentance, Rom. 2. 4. Even 
* 


his common Beneficence may be ſome Intimation that God is not impla- 
cable: It ſhews that he dealeth not with Sinners ſtrictly, according to 
the violated Law of Works : Were it fo, Sinners had never ſeen an 
Good coming to them; but ſuch Goodneſs as they daily ſee and taſte 
of, may both engage and encourage them to ſeek and inquire after the 
Lord, haph they may find him, Acts 17. 27. 
88.) Even Aſficlions ſhould be a means to bring Sinners home: Thus 
the Prodigal was whip'd home; thus the Lord oft” openeth their Ear to 
Diſcipline, and commandeth that they return from Iniquity, Job 36. 10. 
Affiiftions ſhould be a means to diſcover Sin, to ſhew wherein we have 
exceeded, and a means to embitter Sin. And ſhould we not turn to the 
Lord when he {mites us, if we would not that a worſe thing come to 
| us, or would not ſhew our ſelves Incorrigible? 


(9.) The ſignal Fadgments that have ſometimes fallen upon obſtinate 
Sinners, have 4 Voice to warn others. As Wrath to the uttermoſt came 
on the Fews, for their rejecting and oppoſing the Goſpel, 1 Theff. 2.46. 
And ſee pvhat uſe we ſhould make of it, Rome. 11. v. 20, 21, 22. Be- 
2 Unbelief they were broken off : And if God ſpared not them it 
ſhould be a warning to us, and others. 

Suchs variety of Means as Sinners have to bring them within the 
Bond of the Covenant, will witneſs againſt obſtinate Refuſers, and 

m without any Plea or Excuſe : Whereas it may encourage 
ſem̃ ners to come in and to take hold of the Covenant, as it 
would be noſe plegfing to God; which is evident by the great means he 
 vouchſafes, and the various methods he takes to bring in Sinners. 

(10.) Above all, the Spirit of Grace is offering his Help, and that 
again and again: He is at Work with Sinners time after time, convin- 
cing them of Sin, and of the miſerable Eftate they are in, under Guilt, - 
2. 8 5 „* „ _— 1 17 
ing them the Neceſſity of .7 bange ate, a change of Heart an Y 
without which they cann oe faved ; raiſing ſome good Deſires, good 
Purpoſes, Cc. He is thus ffriving with them, ſometimes in the Mini- 
ſtry of the Word, ſometimes under ſome ſharp Affliction, ſome ſinart- 
ing Rod, ſometimes upon ſome great Deliverance, Cc. And where a 
Sinner is under ſome preparatory Work ( thus) tending towards _ 
verſion, 
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verſion, having Convictions in his Conſcience, and ſome ſenſe of his 
Sinfulneſs, with a fear of Wrath to come, and his Heart ſomething 
1 56. affected with the glad Tidings of a Saviour, and moved with ſome 
ment 
Brie 


deſire after Chriſt, and the like; the Holy Spirit is not wont to withdraw, 
deſiſts not from the Work begun to promote the Sinner in the way to 
true Converſion and Salvation, until the Sinner provokes him to with- 


2 draw by 4 wilful Neglect, or rejefting of his Help offered. That the 
Synod. 


Spirits forſaking ſuch is a Penal Act, a juſt (tho molt ſevere) Puniſh- 
ment of their great Sin, in ſetting at nought his Counſel, and quench- 
24.2. þ. ing his Motions, and thus grieving, vexing, and rebelling againſt the 
166, 167. _ : The Reaſon moſt plainly aſſigned of Sinners 8 in this 
Caſe, and periſhing finally, is Sinners refuſal. Prov. 1. 24. Becauſe 1 
called and ye refuſed. And as thoſe excellent Divines of ours in the 
Hnod of Dort note, We have never the leaſt hint in Scripture, that God it 
wont, or ever would, without Mans previous Fault, ſnatch away 


F 


tr 4 
one the Help of exciting Grace, or any Aid (or furtherance ) which he 
At nw a 


erred, appointed to Mans Converſion, who add, Sic docutre 

patres Orthodoxi, quibus cum pelagianis — — ſuit. TE 6-08 
Now may not this encourage ſenſible Sinners, who begin to he con- 
cern'd for their Souls, and are thinking with themſelves, What ſhall we 


do to be ſaved? Poor Sinner, it was not without a Work of the Spi- 


rit, ſetting Conſcience at Work, that thou art come thus far; and he 


that has begun with thee is ready to go on to thy thorow Converſion ; 
*tis not m_ that the Work ſhould ſtick at him. Keep cloſe to his 
inted Means, 


and attend his Motions, lay hold on his Help of- 


d, and follow his Counſel as far as thou canſt, and thou f halt no 


cauſe to Deſpair of, but rather may ſt * 


USE 3. Heres ground of frong Conſolation, of everlaſting Conſol- 


tion for true Believers, ſincere Chriſtians, ſuch as have heartily accept- 


Eſtate. Ho little valuable are all Worldly things, that ar 

ſtable! Was there more in them than any of us ever yet fo 
»:utableneſs would take off fo much as would leave them of little Va- 
lue ; all things here below are unſatisfactory, uncertain. Thus, Ve- 


ed of, and are actually intereſted in this better Covenant: It js a . 
denant eſtabliſhed ; ſo an Intereſt in the Covenant is a ſure firm 
their 


; 
* 
F 


rily, every Man at his beſt ſettled State, is altogether Vanity, Pſal. 39. 5. 


What Fools are they that value themſelves by the Favour of Men, or 


by their Riches, or by any worldly Enjoyments whatſoever 2 Their 


Mountain here is never ſo ſtrong, but may quickly be overturned : 


But that Man or Woman is happy indeed, who has a ſpecial Cove- 
nant-Intereſt in God and Chriſt, and ſhall be for ever happy. In his 

Favour is Life; yea, his Favour is better than Life. The Mountains [hall 
depart, and the Hills be-removed, but the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord 
ſhall not depart from ſuch, neither ſhall che Covenant of his Peace be 
removed, Iſa. 54. 10. Such as incline their Ear and come to * 
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Soul ſhall live; with them he makes an everlaſting Covenant, even the 
ſure Mercies of David, Iſa. 55. 3. David under his Gaddeft outward 
Circumſtances could acquieſce herein. 2 Sam. 23. 5. Alibo my Houſe 
be not ſo with God (and altho he make it not to grow) yet he hath made 
with me an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things and ſure > for this ts 
all my Salvation, and all my defire. Here are the ſure Mercies, even in 
this Covenant fo firmly eſtabliſned: His Mercy will he keep for his 
own for evermore, and his Covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with them; his 
Loving-kindneſs he will not utterly take from them,nor ſuffer his faith- 


fulneſs to fail. Hu Covenant he will not break, nor alter the thing that 


is gone out of his Lips: The everlaſting Covenant is a freſh Spring of 
everlaſting Conſolation. And it appears by what we have, Heb. 6. 
17, 18. that God is willing the Heirs of Promiſe ſhould have ſtrong On- 
ſolation, confirming his gracious Counſel and Covenant by his Word and 
Oath too; even by thoſe two immutable things, in mhich it nat impoſſible 


for God to lie. 


But this ſtrong Conſolation is not for all, but it belongs to the Heirs 
of P-omiſe, true Believers. As they which be of Faith are bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham: And the bleſſed Inheritance is fo ſurely made over 
to them in the Covenant, that they ſhall not be put beſide it. 

O Chriſtians prove your Faith, and doubt not of God's faithfulneſs. Prove 
that you have a Covenant-Intereſt in God, and fo you may warrant- 
= conclude that he will be your God. Prove your Intereſt in Chriſt, 

nd then you have good ground to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, the Conſola- 
tion of Iſrael. Well may you follace your ſelves with him, if Chriſt 
be yours; if Chriſt be yours, then all's yours. Certainly you are in 
a ſafe and happy State, if an Intereſt in thoſe invaluable Benefits and 
Bleſſings, thoſe ſure Mercies contain d in the everlaſting Covenant can 
make ones State ſafe and happy. But as you would be filled with the 
Joy and Conſolation thereof, ſee that you clear your Covenant Inte- 

eſt, that through Grace you are real conſenting Covenanters with 


God and Chriſt. For any one to lay claim to ſuch Bleſſings, as Juſti- 


fication, Adoption, Glorification, which are promiſed 1n the 


venant, without taking notice of the Conditions or Terms whereon they 
are promiſed, is very groſs preſumption, and mere Self-deluſin. 


If there are no Terms then there is o COvenant. For any to ſay, that 


If there are Terms in the New Covenant, theſe would make it 4 Cove- 


nant of Wirks ; is as much as to fay, God never made, nor could make 
any other Covenant with Man, but the Covenant of Works: There 
is no Crt nant (peaking properly) but where there is ſomething required, 
as well as ſomething promiſed. Exclude Terms from the Covenant, and 
you will make no more of it than an abſolute Promiſe, which differs 
from a Covenant. Again, if the Goſpel-Covenant be without any 
Terms or Condition, then either all who have the Goſpel, may look 
on themſeves, as having God and Chrift in Covenant with them; fo 
no longer to be under the Covenant s Works, and liable to be — 

ö O 
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to Account, and condemn'd for the violation of that 
no one hath any ground to look on himſelf, as having a 
Intereſt in God and Chriſt more than another, more than any one 
lives under the Goſpel. Then how could ſuch a one as David 

art my Father, my God, and the Rock of my Salvation, ( as 
26.) There is no fach ſpecial Conſolation to be drawn from the 


89 


it hath no Terms, or 1 deſcribing 
and determining the Perſons who have ſuch a ſpecial Intereſt in God 


by Covenant. r defogoge and how ſhall 
it diſtinguiſh one from another? When it is made known, mut 
not all to whom it is made known, have an Intereſt in it? Or if 


=x 


the Covenant be made only with the Elect, ſhall a Man know 

that he is an ele& Perſon, without ſpecial immediate Revelation * And 

know that God is our God, we mult ſee that we are 

l ſincerely devoted to him: And if we are fuch 

Maggs p ag with him. Hoſ. 3. 3. Tbom ſhalt not play the Har- 

28 t not be for another Man, ſo will I alſo be jor thee. Iſa. 
al fill 


that Revelation he may ſeem to have, is no Sata- 
ta eo 
no longer in 1 with his Enemies, or any that 
4 
they are my People, Children that will not Lie (that will not 


know that Chriſt is ours, we muſt ſee that we are his. Cant. 6. 2. J 


ſo we give up our ſelves as his own, and would not keep him out of 
lis Ri . Sibs (that ſound Goſpel-preacher) ſpeaking of the Na- 
1 ture of the Covenant, * ſays, There muſt be Conſent on both ſides, or elſe 
lical Sa- the Covenant cannot hold : There are Indentures drawn between God and us—. 


erifices, A mutual Engagement in the Crvenant ; God engageth himſelf to us and 
Part ”"b by this — Engage- 


2. ne engage our ſelves to Gad in Chriſt. And 
. 180 ment is, there the Covenant is perfeft (or compleat). Thus according to 
him we mult neceſſarily grant, that there are Terms, Articles in the 
Covenant, to which our Conſent is required; and indeed it muſt be 

fo, otherwiſe it is 0 Covenant : What wants the Form of a Covenant 

is no Covenant: Now where there are no Articles the Form of a Cove- 
nant is _—_ : - 
Lam an old Man, and remember ſomething how Miniſters ( fifty 

Years ſince, or more) were put upon preſſing their Hearers to examine 
themſelves, and try the ſtate of their Souls by Scripture marks and 
ens, which thoſe called Antinomians, did very much cry down. They 
would not allow Sinners to queſtion God's ſpecial Love in Chriſt, or to 
examine whether they were in Chriſt: As if they had never read 

2 Cor. 13.5. Examine your ſelves whether ye be in the Faith; prove your 

own ſelves. Such Teachers were likely to build Sinners up in Pre- 


ſumption; but not to promote the Joy of Faith. But Chriſtians, as 


the Conſolations of God ſhould not be ſmall with you, let me * 


', 
Covenant- 


y in my Covenant) ſo he was their Saviour. So if we would 
an my Beloveds, and my Beloved is mine. As by Faith we receive Chriſt, 


o 


1 Ee _ 82 renn 


as you may clearly diſcern ĩt: 


was promiſed to Man in Innoc 
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and -adviſe you to do what in you lieth to clear Intereſt in the 
Covenant of Grace by a Work of Grace, al bs ave ths irit it 
ſelf bearing Witneſs with your Spirits, that ye are the Children of 
God, by his actuating Grace in 


18 your Joy may be full, and fuch 
as the World ſhould not take from you. h a full Covenant, fo 


firmly eſtabliſhed, is a ſufficient ground of ſtrong Conſolation to thoſe 
that can prove their actual Intereſt in it. An Intereſt in the unalter- 


able everlaſting Covenant, an Intereſt in the immutable, eternal, All- 
ſufficient God, and in the ever-blefled Redeemer, an all-ſufficient Sa- 
viour, and fo an Intereſt in the everlaſting Heavenly Inheritance may 
mightily bear up and chear the Heart and Spirit of a ſound, ſincere 
Chriſtian, whatever changes he meets with here in this preſent World : 
Let the Times change, let Men T3 fickle and falſe; let Eſtate, Riches, 
fail, and Friends fail, and Fleſh fail, yet the Heart of ſuch a one 
ſhould not fail; he may take Courage upon account of thoſe ſure Mer- 
cies made over to him 1n the ever Covenant : God's faithfulneſs 
can never fail. ; | 

Now I come to the laſt Propoſition. g 


watly 1 Pro mi me upon (or as ſome read, 


1. I take it to be andeniable, that the Covenant of Grace made with 
Man is eſtabliſhed upon the Covenant of Redemption made with Chriſt ; 


_—— „1 The Covenant of Grace made with 
Adam, Noah, am, was upon conſider 
dertake and perform the Conditions of the mediatory Covenant ; thoſe 


ation of Chriſt's being to un- 


exceeding great and precious Privileges, Benefits, and Bleſſings, with 
— Bleſſedneſs, are promiſed in the Covenant of Grace to Be- 


lievers, as his Seed; and they are bleſſed with all Spiritual Bleſſings in 
heavenly Places (or things) in Chrif, Eph. 1. 3. In the Covenant of 
Redemption more was requir d of Chriſt than the Law of Innocency re- 


quir'd of Man: So a far greater Glery was promiſed unto Chriſt than 
, or than any meer Creature 1s ca- 
pable of, which is conferr'd on our Redeemer, Matth. 28. 19. Rom. 14. 
9, x0. Eph. 1. 20, 21, 22. And he hath alſo merited, and hath Pow- 
er to 

have claimed by the Law of Innocency: That they look ſhort, and 
ſpeak ſhort, who look upon Chriſt our Mediator as our ftrift, proper 
Surety in the Covenant of W orks, and fo that we are juſtified by the Law 


of Works, when it is a better Covenant (tho that was perfect in its 


kind) a Covenant better for us, that Believers are juſtified for the me- 
ritorious Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and thereby intitled to 4 higher Feli- 
city than the Covenant of Works had any promiſe of. 


E 2 2. Tho 


and ſhining on his own Work, fo 


er on his Members greater Glory and Felicity than Adam could 
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2. Tho the Crvenant of Grace be no: abſolute, yet there are abſolute 
Promiſes included in it, or belonging to it: I mean, promiſes of the 
firſt ſpecial diſcriminating Grace, that the Lord will vouchſafe to a cer- 
tain choſen number, whereby they ſhall not fail to perform the Con- 
ditions required in the Covenant: As is commonly ſaid, There are 
promiſes of Grace as well as 28 unto Grace. | 

But though there are abſolute Promiſes of the firſt Grace, that 
the Lord will vouchaſe to ſome, no leſs unworthy, than others for 
whom he does not ſo much; (and may he not do what he will with his 
0912? May he not chooſe to make whom he pleaſeth the Objects of his 
ſpecial Grace and Favour ? Have they due Conceptions of God's Do- 
minion, who deny him that Power and Liberty in diſpenſing his free 
Benefits, that none could claim as their due; when his Creatures, 
earthly Princes, Benefactors exerciſe ſuch an Arbitrary Power, without 
any c of injuſtice ? ) Yet it will not hence follow that the Cove- 
nant of fg is Abſolute, without any Condition. Some would have 
it as Abſolute, as that Promiſe to Noah, That the Earth ſhould no more 
be deſtroyed with a Deluge of Water, Gen. 9. 11. which is not fo: 
For it is certain, that the World ſhall no more be deftroyed with ſuch 
an Univerſal Deluge, whether Men believe it or no : But we cannot be 
faved by Chriſt whether we believe in him or no. Tis very plain, 
that thoſe fundamental Covenant-Benefits of Juſtification, Remiſſion of 
Sin, and Reconciliation with God are not . but pon Cundi- 
tion of Faith in Chriſt, and turning to God by true Repentance: That 
we are fully to conclude, No impenitent, unbelieving Sinner is in a 
juſtified State, hath his Sins pardoned, and hath Peace with God: And 
ſo the final Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, as full Redemption, 


everlaſting Life and Glory, are not promiſed but to ſuch as overcome, 


endure to the end, upon Condition of perſevering in the Faith, Matth. 
24. 13. Heb. 10. 38, 39. 

And it 1s to be noted, that the Conditional Covenant and Promiſes 
include all and every one, unto whom the Goſpel cometh, John 3. 16. 
Rom. 10. 9. So that there is no Sinner that heareth the Goſpel, but 
hath a Conditional Right to Pardon, Juftification, and Salvation upon 


thoſe Terms, and ought ſo to conclude with himſelf; whereas all, and 
every one are not included in the abſolute Promiſe ; nor can any elect Per- 


ſon abſolutely conclude, that he hath a particular Intereſt therein, 
while Unregenerate, or till the effect, the performance of the Promiſe 
ſome way appears, and evidenceth it. 

Though it muſt be granted, (1.) That Chriſt knows who they are 
that are included in the abſolute Promiſes; and he hath a Right to 
plead thoſe Promiſes for tuch as are given him of the Father, and 
Mall be his Seed. 8 

(2.) And the Church of Chriſt may alſo plead the abſolute Promi- 
ſes for a Succeſſum of true Believers to ſpring up, to be added to her by 
rertue of the abſolute Promiſe, and the Donation of that firſt ſpecial 
Crace promiſed. es (3.) Tho 


cluded; the Lord may have ſuch 
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(3.) Though Sinners (while unconverted) cannot make a diref? (Claim 
to the abſolute Promiſe of the firſt ſpecial Grace, yet ſuch abſolute Pro- 
TIE Man's In o bel 

nd that 1. As intimati an's iency to believe and repent 
of himfelt, without the rs. F Grace bf 1 ; as our Divines have 
argued from Promiſes of the firſt Grace, againſt the Power of Natzre 
or Free Will in a Natural Man, to the exerting of 6 wm Acts. What 
need was there of any fuch Promiſe, if Man had a Power to act gra- 
ciouſly of himſelf ? - 

2. Such abſolute Promiſe is of great uſe, as teaching Sinners whi- 


ther, to whom they are to go to obtain faving Grace: They muſt make 


ſuit to God for it as earneſtly as they can, and wait for it in the dili- 
gent uſe of this and other means he hath appointed ; not that a Na- 
tural Man can do any thing, which is ry wp a Condition of the firſt 
Grace to be given; for then it ſhould not be abſolutely promuſed ; 

that it is an extraordinary Caſe when God vouchſafes it to a Sinner 
that makes no uſe of his appointed means. "Tis great Preſumption for 
any to expect God's working Grace in them, while they have no re- 
gard to the means of Grace. The Lord hath ſaid, that he will be ſought 
unto, Ezck. 36. 37. And Faith comes by hearing, Rom. 10. 17. 

3. Such abſolute Promiſe may help to ſupport and encourage ſenſi- 
ble Sinners. Tho' they cannot ſee themſelves certainly included in the 
abſolute Promiſe; yet neither may they ſay, that they are certainly er- 
in tore for them; and for any 
thing they know, thoſe effects of common Grace they have, may be an 
introduction to ſpecial Grace. And when there is ſo much as a Ln 


be] and the life of our Souls lieth on it, how greatly does it concern us 


earneſtly to apply our ſelves to God for his Grace? And how un- 


_ reaſonable is it for any to ſit till, as unconcern'd, or to lie down in 


Deſpair, while there may be hope? No fear of a Sinners loſing any 


thing, or faring worſe, by putting forth himſelf to the utmoſt to ob- 


tain ſaving Grace. But what I have written-* concerning the abſo- * of the 


| lute Promiſes makes me contract here. I ſhall only add, theſe are Covenant 


ſome of thoſe better Promiſes included in the New Covenant, which of Grace. 
were not in the Moſaical, Legal Covenant taken by it ſelf, but did pro- Propoſ. 9. 
perly belong to the Covenant of Grace, called the Promiſe, which was P. 179. &c. 
long before that Political Covenant or Covenant of Peculiarity. : 

3. The Covenant of Grace hath Conditional Promiſes, without which 
it were not properly a Covenant; though ſome would prove the con- 
trary from the Context following, yet they fall ſhort of what they 
aim at: For here are Cnditions implied, though not expreſſed. Who 
are we to underſtand by the Houſe of Iſrael (here ver. 10. with whom 
this Covenant is made) who, but believing Fens and Gentiles, the 


ſpiriiual Seed of Abraham? And when the Lord promiſed to put his 


Lan into their Mind, and write them in their Hearts, it ſhews that he 


will have Lis People an holy and obedient People. That we — - 
| uct 
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ſuch as ever we would that God ſhould own us for his People: As 
his People are ſaid to heep his Covenant and his Teſtimonies, Pſal. 25. 10. 
How can they be ſaid to NN Covenant, if — his Teftimonies, 
his s, if walking in his Statutes be-not a ition required of 
them in his Covenant: If the Covenant * ** nothing of them, there 
. ee t. And when the Lord promiſeth 
(ver. 12.) to be merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, &c. Tis certain, that 
the promiſe of Pardon and Forgiveneſs of Sins is not abſolute, without 
Condition : But we muſt underſtand this Promiſe to belong only to 
penitent Believers. Nothing is more plain in the Goſpel, than that 
there is no —— of a Sinner but by Faith; and no Forgiveneſs 
ot Sins without Repentance. = _ . 

But that the Covenant of Grace is Conditional, hath Conditional 
Promiſes, I have ſhewed *. 


Covent 4. The Promiſes of the New Covenant are better Promiſes. 


Propoſ. 6. ſpel- Covenant are moſtly 
p. 134 · &c. 


x. Greater, better things are promiſed here. The promiſes of the Go- 
ſpiritual : Promiſes of —— Bleſſings, as 
uſtification, Remiſſion of Sins, Adoption, Sanctification, &c. And 
theſe as the Fir Fruits of everlaſting Bleſſedneſs and Glory in the 
World to come. And what was a pr Life in the Land of Canaan, 
to that bleſſed Life of the Saints in Heavenly Canaan? Is there not as 
vaſt a difference betwixt theſe, as betwixt Earth and Heaven, as be- 
twixt Time and Eternity? The things promiſed in the Goſpel-Cove- 
nant are incomparably better than what the Legal Covenant (taken by it 
ſelf) did promiſe. As it was a Political Covenant, given to the People 
of the Fews, as the Law of their Land, by which they were to be go- 
verned ; thus conſidered by it ſelf (I fay) it had on al Promi- 
Jes, Promiſes of longeLife and Proſperity : Though taken in conjunction 
with the Promiſe or Covenant of Grace made with their Father Abra- 
ham long before; thus (I Fand the Covenant of Grace was the ſame 
for ſubſtance under the Old and New Teſtament: But taking the AAo- 
ſaical, Legal Covenant by it ſelf, it was quite another thing. 
2. So the Legal Covenant taken by it ſelf, hos bur te Tines of thaſe 
great Benefits and Bleſſings which are promiſed in the Goſpel-Cove- 
nant ; as it had only a typical Expiation of Sin. The Legal Sacrifices 
ſanctified only to the purifying of the Fleſh, Hb. g. 13 | The Law 
made nothing perfect, Heb. 7. 19. But the real Expiation of Sin, to the 
purging of the Conſcience, is by the Blood of Chriſt, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himſelf without ſpot to God. The former Legal 
cleanſing by the Levitical Prieſthood, was to free them from that Tem- 
poral Guilt and Puniſhment, which otherwiſe by the Law they were 
obnoxious unto, and ſerved for their Right of Admiſſion to the 
gation of God's People; and thus it typified the real expiation of Sin 
by the Blood of Chriſt, to the eternal ! edemption of Believers, and 
their free Admiſſion unto, and Communion with the Heavenly Je- 
ruſalem and Church of the Firſt Born, which are written in — 


Man. 29. He makes it eaſie to thoſe that 
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So the Adoption, which params to them by the ol Covenane, (R 
9. 4.) It was ypicd of dice Priviled;s of tion. 57 Lad 


in Chriſt Jeſus (Gad. n So the Land of Canaan was 
4 T) of that Better Coun y; that is, The Heavenl 3 

the . inifirat and Privil = 
but the Figure 


ns 
\ Shadow, and dark R 


tation of 


nguiſhed it; 
and as that which was to be aboliſhed, to give Place to the Goſpel- 


venant. 

3. As there are better things 7 in the Goſpel- Covenant; ſo 
they — 2 X better Terms. Curie Yoke is calle, 
put their Necks under it. 
But the Moſaical Yoke, was an hard and heavy Yoke, AF. 15. 10. The 
Apoſtle calls it « Toke, which neither their Fathers, nor they were able to 
bear. Tho' we come not up to the Goſpel-Terms of our ſelves ; yet, 
when the former Covenant is called the Afiniffration of Death, N. — 


demmation ; the New Covenant is called the AMiniftration of the Spirit, 


and of Righteouſneſs, 2 Gr. 3. 7, 8, 9. And we under the Goſpel, enjoy 
greater Means and Helps l and the Spirit ordinarily 1s — 


working with the Means in a greater : Thus we have the King- 
dom ot God ſo nigh us, that if we fall ſhort, we ſhall be found more 


inexcuſable, than thoſe that lived under the Law. 

4. And tho' the Promiſe, or Covenant of Grace, that went before, 
be taken in with the Legal Covenant ; yet the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
as to Spiritual and Heavenly things, are much more clear and ful}, 
than thoſe in the Old Teftament. We have the plaineſt and falle 
Revelation of the Will of God, concerning Mans Redemption and Sal- 
vation, by Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel: And, the Riches of his Grace ſo 
diſplay d therein, as they never were before. Hence Chriſt is ſaid to 
have brought Life and Immortality to Light through the Goſpel, 2 Tim.1. 10. 
As the Gentiles had but blind Gue ſſes at the Things of the Life to come; 
ſo the Jews alſo, had but dark Apprehenſions of them, in Compari- 
ſon of what we may have; we, who enjoy the light of the Goſpel, 
revealing them more clearly. Their Light was very ſmall, comparatively 
to ours. Upon which Account, we are priveledged above many Pro- 
phets, * Righteous Men of Old, (as Chriſt told his Diſciples, Math. 
13. 17. 

3 5. The Promiſes of the Goſpel-Covenant are moſt ſure and firm. 
We could not deſire better things, than are promiſed in the Goſpel ; 


neither could any Promiſes be better Confirmed,than the Promiſes of the 


Goſpel, Confirmed by the fulleſt divine Atteflation, Heb. 2. 4. Confirm- 
ed by the Oath of God, Heb. 6. 17. Confirmed by the Blood of Chriſt. 
The New Teſtament, or Covenant is Sealed with His Blood, 1 Cor. 11. 
25. The Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, Heb. 13. 20. All the Fr: 
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ſes of the Covenant, all Covenant-Benefits, and Bleſſings were Purcha- 
fed by his Blood. Thus if the Promiſes of the Goſpel Id not hold 


ood, and firm, ſhould they fail ; not the Heirs of Promiſe only muſt 
looſers ; but, even Chriſt himſelf, the Heir of All things, He ſhould 
be a great looſer. ble ſhould looſe the Purchaſe of His moſt precious 
Blood. . And fo ſhould looſe the Honour of being an All- ſufficient Savi- 
our, of all thoſe that come unto God by him. And ſhould looſe that 


Revenue of Praiſes, he expects from fuch, both here on Earth, and 


(more eſpecially) in Heaven to Eternity. But certainly, it can never 
be, that he ſhould looſe what he fo deerly Purchaſed. It can never 
be, that the Father ſhould not make good what he Promiſed Chrift in 
tion, or that he ſhould not make good what he 

venant of Grace for Chriſt's Sake, ſuch of us as 


Promiſeth us in the 


take hold of the Covenant. It cannot be, that the Father ſhould de- 


prive his Son of his Purchaſe, whom he hath ſet at his Right Hand, 
where he is ever making Interceſſion. And is not his Appearing in the 
Preſence of God in the Higheſt Heavens, as much as a continual plead- 
ing his Merits, a preſenting them to God, to ſecure his Purchaſe, and 


to Aſcertain the Performance of the Promiſes of the Goſpel? As they 


are all yea, and Amen in him; as ſure, and certain, as it is ſure, and un- 

queſtionable that he is an All- ſufficient Saviour. = 5 
And thus better Promiſes there cannot be. Promiſes of Pardon, of 

the Favour of God in Chriſt, and of Eternal Life and Glory. Surely, 


theſe are Things of the greateſt Value, Things worthy of our * ; 
—_ 


Eſteem. The Promiſes of the Goſpel-Covenant, include enoug 


Anſwer the Neceſlities, and to fatisfie the deſires of our Immortal | 


Souls. Here are given unto us, exceeding great and precious Promiſes. 
(as they are deſervedly called, 2 Pet. 1. 4.) And thus it is moſt plain, 
that God, and Chriſt do Infinitely ontbid all Competitors (Sin, the 
World and Satan.) Upon which Account, all that reject Goſpel-of- 


fers, will ſee cauſe for ever to Rue their Folly, reflecting upon their 


wicked, woful Choice; conſidering when it is too late, how unreaſo- 
nable, and brutiſh they were, to make light of the Favour of God in 
Chriſt, and Everlaſting Glory and Felicity, (offer d upon Gracious 


Terms) preferring the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, and worldly Vani- | 
ties, that are of little Value, and fo vaniſhing. '% 


But the Grand Objection here is, 
What are Sinners the better for ſuch Promiſes ? Or, what are they 
nearer obtaining the Bleſſings promiſed ; while there are ſuch Terms, 
and Conditions required, as they cannot perform of themſelves ? 


Anſ. 1. What doth the Miniftry of the Goſpel ſerve for, of what 


uſe is it? if there are no Terms, if no Condition requir'd of Men? 
Then might not the Apoſtles have ſpared their Pains in perſwading 


Men? (2 Cer. 5. 11.) Then would not the Miniſtry of the Goſpel be 
an uſeleſs, needleſs Office? Then might not Miniſters for ever hold 
their Peace ; and no more beſeech Sinners, pray them in Chriſt's ſtead 


to be reconciled to God: 2. Should 


* ed 4 | 
dt 
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2. Should any one come to Sinners with ſuch a pleaſing Oration as 
this, Poor Souls, trouble not your ſelves concermng your State to- 
wards God, I have good News to tell you, That there are no ſuch 
Terms required in the Goſpel, as ſome talk of; but you may have 
4 Sins pardoned, though you do not repent of your Go: You may 
juſtified by Chriſt, without believing in him, or accepting him by 
Faith, you may be ſaved by Chriſt without living in Obedience to 
him, though you live in your Sins: ] What ſhould we fay, or think 
of ſuch a one? Should we not look on him as a notorious Deceiver, 
as bad, or worſe than the falſe Prophets of old, who were reprov'd 
and threatned for propheſying Peace to Sinners, Exel. 25 10. How 
contradictory were ſuch Doctrine to the Goſpel, which Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles preached ? 
* What the Goſpel requires, in order to Sinners being pardoned 
juſtified (as Faith in Chriſt) is not a thing purely, naturally im- 
poſſible, which though a Man's Will nas never ſo much to it, yet he has 
no more Power to do, (was no more able to believe) than to mount 
8 he — - by * a C— Sinners I. come to 
r1 cauſe they will not pare John 6. 44. wi ap. 5. 40. 
And as a Learned Man has it) Be it known that unnillingneſs cometh not 
from a Phyſcal 314 „through the want of natural Faculties (as 
* ek * Brutes) but a voluntary Pravity, which aggravateth 


4. The Lord hath graciouſly condeſcended in the Goſpel to 4: low 
| Terms as would ſtand with his Honour, and with the Honour of Chriſt 
| Cour Redeemer) and with our own Happineſs. - 0 
I. As to Repentance. It would not be for his Free Grace, that Sin- 
ners ſhould be ſaved, without any ſenſe of their miſerable, loſt, ſin- 
ful State; nor for the Honour of his Holineſs, to ſave Sinners, while in 
Love and League with Sin. Nor would it be for the honoxr of our Re- 
 deemer, but rather would repreſent him as the Miniſter, Favourer, 

Abettor and Encourager of Sin. Thus when it would not ſtand with 
the Honour of God and Chriſt to pardon and fave impenitent Sin- 
ners; no wonder that Repentance is neceſſarily required in the Cove- 
nant. | | | | | | 
2̃. So for Faith in Chriſt. It is the Grace whereby we are intereſted 
in Chriſt, his Righteouſneſs and Satisfaction: And how unreaſonable 
it were for any of us to expect Salvation by him, while we will not ac- 
cept of him]! How ftrange, if we ſhould have an Intereſt in him, 
while we reject and will none of him! Tis by Faith that a Sinner 
(in a ſenſe of his Sin and Miſery, and utter inability to help himſelf) 
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5 | flees for Refuge unto Chriſt, willing to be fay'd by him in his own 
£ way: And this is a Grace that honoureth Chriſt and Free Grace, with- 
5 out which there is no due Acknowledgment of either. So pray ob- 
4 ſerve it. If we would ſuppoſe a Sinner to break off his Sins, and lead 
0 1 new Life, and do all that is required in the Covenant, as neceflary 


U 4 ” 
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to Salvation [only excepting this ance of Gtriſt for hit Lord and Savi- 
our] and fo =o in hr. as if that was n 
Sins, or enough to commend him unto God's Favour and ; 
even this would ſpoil all he does. And ſo(Methinks) this may ſhew the great 
and groſs miſtake of thoſe that look upon the c credere, the act of Be- 
heving, or the performing of the Condition of the Covenant of Grace, 
as if it was accepted of God, inffead of a perfect fulfilling of the Law of 
Inmcency. Faith in Chriſt is no ſuch thing as can anſwer to that Righ- 
teouſneſs, which was the Condition of the Covenant of Works ; but it 1s 
of this ſpecial uſe, that thereby we have an Intereſt in Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs and Satisfaction: So that Faith is not inſtead of perfect Legal 
Righteouſneſs, but the Righteouſneſs of Chritt imputed to us, as he is 
made of God our Righteouſneſs (1 Cor. 1. 30.) according to his gracious 
Promife and Covenant, upon our receiving him by Faith. 

Then as to ſincere Obedience(which muſt be acknowledged an Ar- 
tick of the Covenant; for certainly without this none can be ſaid to lee 
Covenant). How unreaſonable were it for redeemed Sinners to be lawleſs, 
— left 1 to _ their own Luſts ras wary w_ never 

vell is moſt pure precious Blood, but to redeem us rom Iniqui- 
ty, as well as from Wrath and Miſery: See Tit. 2. 14. compared with 
hy 11, 12. And as Mediator betwixt God and Man, it became him 
to deal equally betwixt, and act for both Parties, to be concern d for 
God's Honour and Intereſt, and not merely for Sinners Indemnity. We 
ſhould not have a thought that Chriſt would be ſo partial as to ſtand 


for Sinners Indemnity, without yes to his Father's Intereſt, 


or any care to keep up the Honour s Authority: Yea, we are ſo 
far from being freed by our Mediator from any Obligation to Obedi- 
ence, that we are laid under a further, a new Obligation. We are bound 
to obey God not only as Goud-Creator, but as God-Redeemer. And 
when we were under a natural, neceſſary Obligation to yield perfect 
Obedience to God, as we are his Creatures: Is not here a clear de- 
monſtration of his Grace in the New Covenant, that for Chriſt's ſake 
he will accept; yea, he will graciouſly, bountifully Reward ſincere 
Obedience, pardoning the ſinful defects therein, when perfect Obedi- 


ence is ſtill owing from us? And how unreaſonable were it to deſire 
a Freedom from ſerving him, whoſe Service is perfect Freedom? The 
holy and glorious Angels of Heaven account it ſo: And the Lord re- 
quires nothing of us but what 1s for our good ; to reduce us from a 


fate and courſe of Sin, to Holineſs and a courſe of Obedience, is for 
our real Intereſt and Happineſs. Sin is the great Malady of our Suls, 
is a great part of our Infelicity; as on the contrary, Holineſs is 2 great 


part of cur Happineſs; and allo a neceflary preparation for the high- 


eſt Happineſs we are capable of: Our chief End and Felicity is the 
pleaſing and glorifying of God. Without a ſincere Deſire and In- 
deavour to pleaſe and glorify God here on Earth, no hope of our 

| comme 
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coming to the bleſſed Fruition of God in Heaven: Miebant Holineſs no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord : Not meet for, or capable of Hea- 


venly Happineſs, without Boe Let us weigh things well and 
we ſhould fee the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of the Goſpel-rerms; 


43 


That we ſhould not look for, or once deſire lower Terms, or <ther + of the 


Terms. 


Covenant 


1 
Though Sinners generally are ſo unreaſonable to ſtand out, and moſt of Grace. 


there i 
there 18 
Ele) that they ſhall certainly, infallibly by ſpecial and effectual Grace, 
perform the — come up to Corenant-Terms, that 1 ſhall not 
fall ſhort, or miſs of the ſaving Benefits and Bleſſings of the Cove- 
nant. | | 

And 1. This ſpecial Grace whereby Sinners turn to God, come in 


uy refuſe Pardon and Life offer'd on 


to Chriſt, Repent and Believe is the Fit and Effecl of electing Love, 


or the Decree of Election: God's Decree rakes in the means together 
wich the end. 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. Choſen 19 Salvation, through SanZification 
of the Spirit, and belie® of the Truth. Acts 13. 43. As many as nere 
ordained to eternal Lif, believed. And thus Souls come to Chriſt, as 


taught, and having learned, and being drawn by the * ry 6. 


44, 45- And fo it is ſpoken of as his Act here, Ver. 10. J nill par my 


Lauf into their Mind, and write them in their Hearts, And Exel. 36. 


26, 27. A new Hear: alſo will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put r ieh- 
in you, and I will tale aa the ſtony Heart. — And Inill put my Spiri: 
mithin 04. 5 3 
2. Yet we may net exclude Chriſt the Mediator from being 
the procuring Czxſe of that ſpecial Grace, whereby the Elect per- 
form the Conditions cr Terms required in the Covenant. As 
he died with 4 ſpecial Intention to be the Saviour of the Elect & 
meriio, © efficacia, both to purchaſe Pardon and Life tor them 
and to bring them on infallibly to Life. Mriſt died not for all Alike; 
but that as ſurely as he became a Sacrifice, ſo certainly he ſhould have 


4 Seed that thould believe, and that to the Saving of the Soul: That 


his Blood ſhould not be to them as Water ſpilt upon the Ground ; as to 
others that had Chriſt and his Saving Benefits offer d, but would not 
receive him: See Jg. 52. 19, II. Fri tus moriendo genuit His Seed, 
the Fruit of his Death, the Travel of his Soul. What he gives as Me- 
diator, he procur d. Now he gives Repentance as well as Remiſſion of 
Sins, As 5. 31. So we read, Phil. 1. 29. To believe is given in the 
behalt of Crit, for his fake. And his mating Interceſſion for thole that 
ſhall believe (John 17. 20.) implic« his having procur'd ſuch Grace for 
them, ſuppoſing his Interc-/ſimn grounded on bs Merits, And if Chriſt 
hath merited and procur d no more for the Elect than for others (that 


is, only Pardon and Life upon their Repenting and Believing ; but 


nat that Grace, whereby ther (hall certainly Repent and Believe) then 


will it not follow that he liath dine 1 mare or thoſe that are Javed, 
7 then 


b gracious Terms, yet Ppropeſ. 12 
Proviſion made for a certain number of Perſons ( God's 2 | 
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than for thoſe that periſh? And ſo Peter ſhould be no more indebted 
to Chriſt (the Redeemer) than Simon As : : 

3. The abſolute Promiſes, where the firſt Grace is promiſed, docer- 
tainly ſpeak of the Elect, and ſhall be made to them : Thus the 
Election ſhall certainly obtain the invaluable Bleſſings of the Cove- 
nant, however it fares with others. 5 

6. The firſt ſpecial Grace given to a ſelect number of Perſons, with- 
' out Condition, yet is not ordinarily given, but in the uſe of God's appoint- 

ed means. Faith comes by Hearing. The Spirit worketh Grace by the 
Word, as his Inſtrument. The Goſpel is called the Power of God (the 
Inſtrument of his Power) unto Salvation, to every one that believeth, Rom. 


1. 16. Not but that the Law is of uſe too in the Converſion of Sin- 


ners. As by the Law is the knowledge of Sin. Rom. 7.7. I had not 
known Sin but by the Law. "Tis a means to diſcover and convince of Sin, 
and to awaken and alarm Conſcience with a Fear and Dread of the 
Judgement and Wrath to come. Thus the Law prepares Sinners to 
welcome and entertain the Goſpel : And even by the Conditional Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, the Lord is wont to work the Condition in his Cho- 
ſen : As thoſe were wrought on, Att: 2. 37, 4 and the Jailor, Act: 
16. 30, 31. God worketh upon Men as Men; 

of a Man ; inclines our Hearts to neceſſary Duty (unto which we are 
naturally averſe) by a powerful propoſal and offer of the choiceſt 


Benefits that we have moſt need of, and that we can deſire ; not that 


a Sinners Converſion is the effect of mere moral op ; but there is a 
ſpecial, ſpiritual Illumination of the Mind, and divine Traction, a 
gracious touch of the Will, fuch as make the fame Arguments from 
the Word unto Souls that have them cogent and effectual, which are 
of no force with others. And this work is far unlike the motions and 
impreſſions Enthuſiafts have, of which they can give no good Account 
agreeable to the Word (which is the ſpecial Inſtrument of the Holy 
Spirit) and to right Reaſon. 


7. Notwithſtanding the Lord vouchfafes not that ſpecial Grace and 


Help to others, which he doth to the Elect ; yet all that continue Im- 
penitent and Unbelieving under the Goſpel, will be left without E- 
cuſe. Here take notice, . 

1. If God gives not that ſpecial Grace to them, which he did not 
owe to any, they can have no pretence to charge him hereupon vrith 
Hjuſtice. If of his molt free, ſuperabounding Grace, he does more for 
is Choſen than for others, may he not do what he will with his own ? 
Negatio gratuiti beneficii is an act of his abſolute Dominion, no act of In- 

eſt ice. 
2. Whatever offers of Grace, whatever Means and Helps Sinners 
have tending towards their Recovery, is of God's free and undeſerved 
Mercy. When Sinners could not have claimed the ſhorteſt Reprieve, is 
there not much Mercy here, that he offers them a gracious Pardon ? 
They have 4 Conditional Pardon, 
3. When 


draneth with the Cords 
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3. When any Sinner is * turn to the Lord, the Holy Spirit 
is ready to help him forward. He 1s following the Sinner with his 
ſweet Motions and Counſels, even before the Sinner begins to look to- 
wards God, and Chriſt ; and does not leave ſuch a one, till provok'd 
by the Sinners neglect of him, or rejecting his help offer d. 


4. There is no Sinner, that can come forth and fay, he hath not 
been culpably wanting to himſelf, in not improving Means and 


Helps he hath, ſo as he ought, and might have done. 


5. It is molt juf, that ſpecial Grace is denied to ſuch, as will not In- 


prove common Grace, as they might. And that ſuch froward and per- 
verſe Creatures, who oppoſe and ſfrive againſt the Spirit in his common 
Operations, and preparatory Works, that have a tend towards 
Converſion ; that ſuch Sinners ſhould not have him at Work in his 
ſpecial, ſaving Operations, have not the leaſt doubt, but ſuch Sinners 


will be convinced another Day, thar when the Spirit was offering his 


Help, they did wickedly, wilfully ſlight, and reject it. What will 
ſuch have to ſay for themſelves, when their Conſciences ſhall bear 


Witneſs, that the Lord was before-hand with them, that the Work 
did not ſtick at him ? 


6. Doth not the Current of Scripture run this way, that God is not 
wanting to Sinners; but they are wanting to themſelves ; and that the 


main cauſe of their. not turning to God, and not coming to Chriſt, is 


their own depraved Mill? They cannot, becauſe they will not. Prov. 1. 24, 


25. I have called, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my Hand, and 
no Man regarded. But ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel. — Iſa. 5. 


4. What could have been done more to my Vineyard, (or what was 
there to do, that pertained to my Office) that I have not done it? 
God does for Sinners what becomes him to do, as Rector; tho he does 
more for ſome, than he does for others, as Dominus Abſolutus. Exe. 3 55 
11. As I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of th 


wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and Live, Rom. 2. 4. Or, 


de ſpi ſeſt thou the Riches of his Goodneſs, and forbearance, and long ſuf- 
fering, not knowing that the Goodneſs of God leadeth thee to Repentance 2 


2 Pet. 3. 9. The Lord is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that 


ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance. If Sinners could 
ſay ſo much, that they were willing to Repent and forſake their Sins; 
and willing to accept of Chriſt ; what could hinder ? Could any thing hin- 
der a Souls coming unto Chriſt, that was truly willing to come ? 
Matth. 23. 37. O Feruſalem, Feruſalem how often would I have gathered 


thy Children together, even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 


Wings, and ye would not! I would, and ye would not. Luk. 19. 41, 
42. He beheld the City, and wept over it; ſaying, If thou hadſt known even 
thou, at leaſt in this thy Day, the things which belong unto thy Peace! 

7. When it cannot be denied, that a Sinners Condemnation, who 
lives under the Goſpel, and hath Grace offer d, and comes not up to 
Goſpel- Terms, (I ſay his Condemnation) will be much ſorer; and it is 


moſt 
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' moſt certain, that God's mt is jut; it muſt needs follow, that 
it is long of Hinfelf, and thro his own run that he doth nor 
Repen:, and Believe; tho he cannot do this of himſelf. That Imps- 
tency, which Sinners lie under here, is not ſuch as will ſerve as an 
,” — ; but 1 the — — 4 their — * — 3 3. 23. 
Symonds As one, ate the Impotency eadneis ot unre- 
Caſe and © generate Men is this, that they are willing and averſe unto God. And 
Cure. N “ as the Learned Mr. Howe. * 1 Tho they are diſabled by their 
30 3 © own wicked Inclination, even againft that alſo, they have no cauſe | 
Recomti®* <« to deſpair of being relieved, if they would (which they might) ad- 
of God's „ : 2 hs | 
Praſcience © mit the Thoughts of their Impotency, and t igency of their 
Kc. 5. 78. Caſe, and did ſeriouſlly Implore Divine Help. 


No to make ſome Improvement of this, that the Goſpel- Covenant 
is Eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes. 


USE 1. Io Sinners. O that you would be perſwaded to look af- 
ter an Intereſt, an actual Intereſt in the Covenant, and its better Pro- 
miſes, its precious Promiſes ! If I could tell you of a great earthly 
Eſtate, that you might come to upon eaſie Terme, (as upon your 
thankful acceptance of the Donation from the Owner, and your car- 
rying Worthily, as became you towards ſo noble a Ben „and 
your engaging not to abuſe his Kindneſs, and Bounty, not to Embezel 
the Eſtate, when conferred on you, in riotous living; would you not 
liſten to me? Now an Intereſt in thoſe exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, is of more Value than whole Lordſhips, than 
the largeſt, richeſt Kingdoms upon Earth, than the whole World. O 
that you would not reſt without making after an Intereſt in the Pro- 
miſes, which ought to be preferr'd above all Earthly Poſſeſſions! How 
eaſy were it to fill ones Mouth with Arguments to urge this Exhor- 
tation! But here I ſhall only lay theſe Conſiderations before you. 
1. Conſider what a »:iſcrable State you are in by Nature. As the 
Apoſtle mindeth the believing Epheſians of it, Eph. 2. 3. Ye were by | 
nature the Children of Wrath, even as others. And wer. 12. Ye were 
nithout Chriſt, being Aliens from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers 
from the Covenants of Promiſe, having no Hope, and without God in the 
World. We wereall involv'd in Guilt by the violated Law of Inno- 


cency, liable to God's Wrath and everlaſting Condemnation : Then | 


ſurely there is no reſting, no continuing in a natural State, under the 
Power and Guilt of Sin, as tending to everlaſting Miſery. Without 
an Intereſt in the Covenant of Grace, to take off the Sentence of Con- 
demnation, that the violated Law of Nature laycs you under, you arc 
Miſerable here, and for ever. 
2. Conſider Lom uncertain your Eſtates in the World arc, and all your 
worldly Comforts. You have no fure hold of your Lives here, or of | 
any your outward temporal Enjoyments ; Death :s at your Backs, = 
Will 
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will ſhortly ſtrip you of them all. Think Arn 
World this 18, and conſequently how Miſerable the Men of the World 
are, ſo how Miſerable you muſt be if you have no other Portion, but 
receive all your good things here : How foon will all worldly things 
fail you, give you the ſlip, wn? po ſhall find them no more at all! 
But how nei provided you ſhould be for all Changes, Loffes, Croſſes in 
the World, getting intereſted in the Covenant of Grace, and the Pro- 
miſes and ſure Mercies contained in it, 2 Sam. 23. 5. Hab. 3. 17, 18. 
3. Conſider in how hopeful a way you ae bd tie len. if you be not 
wiltully wanting to your ſelves. You that hve under the 13 
you to whom the Word of Salvation 1s ſent, you have Life and Dea: 
ſet before you, Salvation brought to your choice: You have a Saving 
Covenant _— to you, the things of your everlaſting Peace and 
Happineſs diſcover'd and offer d; and nothing but the perverſneſs of your 
own Wills can cut you ſhort, and make you Miſerable : And what 
Means and Helps the Lord vouchſafes to you, that are proper in their 
= = work on your Wills, to incline them to accept of ſuch Grace 


4. Conſider (what you have been put in mind of again and again) 


that your final De ſpiſing and Rejeftion of Goſpel-Grace and Salvation 
would not only leave you to the necks. of the violated Law 


of Nature, but would further heighten your Condemnation, would great» 


1y increaſe your future Anguiſh, Miſery, and Torment. And be not 
offended at us for telling you plainly what will come of it, if you re- 
 ceive the Grace of God in vain. The Apoſtle Paul (a fit Pattern (no 


doubt) for Goſpel-Miniſters) ſays, 2 Cor. 5. 11. Knowing the Terror of 


the Lord, me perſmade Men. And know ye this, that Goſpel-Condem- 
nation will be found the foreſt, moſt intollerable Condemnation. The 
violation of the Law of Innocency brought Man into a ſtate of deplorable 
Miſery, under God's Wrath and Curſe, but nor remedileſly, ſo as the 
final Rejeftion of the Covenant of Grace will do; as rejecting Chriſt 
and Grace offer d, is ſinning againſt the only Remedy; and thus Sinners 
deſerve and incur a much ſorer Puniſhment. And what can fill the 
Souls and Conſciences of the finally Impenitent and Unbelieving with 
more tormenting Anguiſh, than to reflect upon their wilful Neglect, and 
rejection of the Means and Offers of Salvation, and thus turning the 


Word of Life into the Savor of Death unto Death: This is the Con- 


demnation, 8c. John 3. 19. : 

What Horror may take hold on ſerious Chriſtians, to think of the 
general Security and Careleſneſs of Sinners, who are in a loſt Eſtate by 
Nature, and will do nothing to purpoſe to get out of it, notwith- 


ſtanding there is ſuch 4 Door of Hope opened in the Goſpel ! Would not 


this argue a great Senſeleſſneſs and Stupidity, as for one to Sleep on the 


top of a Maſt, when a ſudden blaſt of Wind may take him off and 


plunge him into the Ocean? Oh, what Madneſs ſo great, as for Sin- 


ners to be dancing on the brink of the bottomleſs Pit, you — 
— 1 
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Wrath to come | 
But here you may ſay, what is to be done in order to our 
Intereſt in the Covenant with better Promiſes ? 


Happineſs : How can that be, when the beſt of Men mu 
acknowledge themſelves leſs than the leaſt of Mercies ? There is nothin 
to be done to obtain, in a way of Merit, any Goſpel-Benefits and Blef- 
ſings; that would make them not to be of Grace; but they are all 
* of the (from firſt to laſt) of Grace *. - 


| Covenans 2. Neither can you do what is requir'd to an actual Intereſt in the 


of Grace. Covenant, and its precious Promiſes, of your ſelves, of your own Free 


Propoſ. 11 Will, or our meer natural Power. I is God that worketh in as to 
1 c he Will and to do 8 5 ; 

+ of ue z. Yet without a Penitent, Believing Acceptance of Chriſt (tlie 

—— Mediator of the Covenant) without a real, ſincere conſenting to the 

Propaſ, 8. Terms of the Covenant, you can have 10 aftual Intereſt in the Cove- 

7.148. &c, nant, and the ſure Mercies, the faving Benefits are not promiſed, bur 

upon ſuch Terms. But here * 

1. It ſhould not be denied, but Sinners in general have a Conditional 

Kigbt (by the Goſpel- Covenant and Promiſe) to Pardon, juſtificati- 

on, and Life : If they repent, if they believe in Chriſt, or whoſoever 

comes up to theſe Terms, their Right and Title to theſe great Benefits 

is clear and unqueſtionable. And the Miniſters of the Goſpel have 

Chrif's warrant to preach Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins in his Name 

to all, and every Sinner to whom they preach : So much is certainly 

included in that Text, Luke 24. 47. So this is a faithful Saying, and 

worthy of all Acceptation of every Sinner, to whom the Goſpel is 

preached, [ Believe in the Lord Feſur Chriſt, and thos ſhalt be 1 

To dem the Conditional offer of Chrift and his ſaving Benefits to Sinners in 

general (or without exception) in the Goſpel, is an unnarrantable contract- 


| Ing of God's Grace, and an unworthy 1 from Chriſt's Merits. 


Vhen we read, John 3. 16. God ſo loved the World, that he gave his on- 

ly begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, bur have 
everlaſting Life. It would be a manifeſt depraving of that facred Text 
(which is the fo of the Goſpel) to turn it thus: God ſo loved the ele 
World, that whoſoever of the elect World believeth, ſhould not 2 Ce. 
As if ſome of the Elect might yet fall thort of Faith, and finally Pe- 
riſh. And as if there was no Love ſhewn to the loſt World of Man- 
kind, 1n God's giving his only begotten Son to be the Saviour of the 
World, that upon any Sinners beheving in him, they ſhould not pe- 
riſh but have everlaſting Life: As if a Conditional Pardon offered to Sin- 
ners in general, were 20 Act of Grace, but only to thoſe that ſo lay 
hold on it, as to be ſav d by it; cr as it no more Grace was offer d in 
the Goſpel to Sinners of Mankind (if non-elect) than to the Devils 
themſelves; that is, juſt none at all. And conſequently, as if 2 
| tevers, 


. 


ſhould be baſtning to the Rock of Salvation, and flecing from the 

having an | 

Anfs. 1. You may not think of doing any thing to merit ſo great | 
4 Peſt of « ſt (with Facob) 


on ao 
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nievers, that reject Chriſt, ſhould have this plea to make, that he was 
never ſeriouſly offer d to any but the Elect: As if the Conſciences of 
ſuch would have nothing to accuſe them of, and upbraid them with 
their Unbelief and Refuſal of Chriſt. 

2. As the Elect cannot know they are Elected till they are eſſectu- 


ally Called, and come to Repent and Believe; ſo neither have they a 


preſent, actual Right to Pardon and Life by the Goſpel- promiſe, till 
they Repent and Believe : Without Faith and Repentance there 1s no 
being Pardoned, Juſtified and Saved by the Covenant of Grace. That 
this is as a plain Goſbel- truth which we muſt own, That no Ele& Per- 


fon is in a juſtified State, and a ſtate of Salvation, while an impeni- 


tent Unbeliever : Therefore the Goſpel-Covenant 75. not unconditional, or a 


mere abſolute Promiſe, It conveys 4 Right to Pardon and Life unto all 


true penitent Believers, and to ſuch only ; but it ſuſpends « Right to 
theſe CovenantBenefits and Bleſſings from all, and every one, till ſuch. 
(Here I ſpeak of a preſent actual Right). 

3. The Lord in his Mſdom hath ordered the Covenant to be thus 
neral and conditional, as ruling in the Kingdom of Grace in a way ſut 
to Mans Nature, as he is a Rational Creature. Thus by n 
and offering ſuch Covenant- Benefits the Elect are brought (tho not 
without ſpecial Grace) freely to conſent to the Terms whereon thoſe 
Benefits are promiſed ; and would it not be very incongruous if Grace 
and Glory were forced upon any againſt their Mils? That influx of ſpe- 


_ cial Grace vouchſafed to the Elect, concurrent with the Goſpel-offer, 


doth not offer any force to the Will, but inables them to will and at 


freely in repenting and * H Theſe are nevertheleſs their free Acts 


for their being excited and aſſi dy God's ſpecial Grace: And then as 
for others, who will not comply with God's gracious Offers,who volun- 
tarily reject or make light of the choiceſt Benefits and Bleſſings of the 
Covenant, on ſuch Terms as they are offer d, who for their Luſts (they 
are joined unto, and will not part with) reje&t Chriſt, will none of 
him; »ho can they blame but themſelves, that they die and periſh in 
their Sins > They would have it ſo, they have their own Choice. 
4. The meant both external and internal, which Sinners under the 
Goſpel are ordinarily priviledged with, are in their own Nature adapt- 
ed to cure 1 of 8 1 0s, _ 1 — of 1 
the grand Maladies that obſtruct their Believing a epenting: 
have proper meant tending to their Converſion and Recovery (as theſe 
have fuch a blefled Effect upon many). The 5 4 1 Revelation 
and diſcovery of the way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel 
the expreſs Commands we have to Repent and Believe, and theſe back d 
with the moſt gracious Promiſes on the one hand, and moſt ſevere 
dreadful Threatnings on the other ; and theſe followed with the Spirits 
frequent convincing Sinners of their Sin and Guilt, and of the Wrath 
and Puniſhment due to Sin and Sinners, and with his ſweet Motion: 
and Counſels : Who can deny but 2 proper means to work 2 
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fuch as have the #nder/tanding of 4 Man? Muſt it not ſhew the wilful 
blindneſs, and horrible ſenſeleſneſs and perverſneſs of thoſe that are 
not moved with ſuch means; but reſiſt and withſtand them all? And 
would it not reflect pon the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, both to ap- 
point theſe means, and to make it Sinners Duty to attend unto and 
make uſe of them, in order to their Converſion ; if they were nothing 
to the purpoſe, if they had no tendency thereunto ? Or was it ever 
known or heard of to this day, that any one Sinner was found 


who had done his beſt to improve the means of Grace he enjoy d, 


% Bleſſed- all proved in vain ? As the Learned Mr. Howe, * © Canſt thou fay 
meſs of the © ( 


(though God hath not bound himſelf to the meer natural indeavours 


Righteous, © of his Creature) that ever any took this Courſe, and perſiſted with 


ye 372 


& faithful Diligence, but they ſucceeded in it? See the Supplement 
to Mr. Pools Annotations, on Fer. 18. 11. where Dr. Collin; put to his 
5. Seeing Sinners cannot be pardoned and ſaved without Faith and Re- 
pentance, neither can they Believe and Repent of themſelves without ſpe- 
cial Grace; it concerns them (ſure) to male the beſt uſe they can of the 
Means and common Grace, as being the ordinary Way and Method of 
attaining to ſpecial Saving Grace. How ſinful and dangerous is it for 
any to neglect the outward ordinary means God has appointed! Luke 

1. Heb. 2. 3. Do not ſuch deſpiſe their own Souls? and deſpiſe 


$6. 
God's great Mercy, Luke 1. 78. And may-1t not provoke the Lord to 


deprive ſuch careleſs Sinners of the means, to remove the Goſpel? And 
can they that Sin away the ordinary means of Salvation, or put away the 
means from them, hope yet, that God will bring them to Salvation in 
ways extraordinary? So again, how ſinful and dangerous for any to 
make light of Convictions, to ſet at nought the ſecret Counſel of the 
Spirit, to quench his good Motions! Is not ſuch a Courſe likely to 
fruſtrate to them all means of Converſion? As by vexing and reſiſt- 
ing the Spirit, he may be provok'd to leave ſuch froward Sinners to 
themſelves, and ceaſe ſtriving with them: And is it not a plain caſe, 
that their De ſtruction is of themſelves, who wilfully neglect the means, 
and will not do what they might, what is within their power (by the 


Help and Advantage of that common Grace afforded to them) towards 


their Converſion and Salvation? Though Sinners cannot convert them- 
ſelves, it will not follow, therefore they are to do nothing towards their 


own Converſion : The Word fays, Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near: And for one careleſs, preſumptuous Sin- 


ner, that is ſuddenly (as in a moment) ſurpriz d with ſpecial Divine 


Grace, and ſnatch'd as a brand out of the Fire, like as Saul was in the 
height and heat of his Rebellion and Oppoſition againſt Chriſt, for 
one Sinner brought in after ſuch a manner there are multitudes, mul- 
titudes that neglecting and deſpiſing Means and offers of Grace, are 
left to themſelves to fill up the meaſure of their Sins, and to bring up- 
on themſelves ſwiſt Deſtruction. As was ſaid before, how ſinful and 


dangeroue 
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dangerous is it for Sinners to refuſe to hearken when the Lord calls, 


and when he is coming towards them, to turn away from him! Sure- 


ly God would not have Sinners as Stocks and Stones; be fays to ſuch, 


Shew your ſelves Men, Iſa. 46. 8. and upbraideth tl Iſa. 1,3. as 
more ſottiſh than the very ho than the Gran Fray ” : | 

Why hath God planted in Mans Heart a natzral Principle of Self- 
Ive (1 do not mean that corrupt Self- love condemned, 2 Tim. 3. 2.) 2 
defire of his own Happineſs, a fear of Deſtruction and Miſery, with 
Hope, to put him upon enquiring after the Way and Means of eſcaping 


Miſery and Deſtruction, and of attaining Salvation and Happineſs > 


And have Sinners no power at all to ſearch the Scriptures by thoſe 
Helps which God in 1 Providence affordeth them? Have the no 
power to attend on the Miniſtry of the Word, to wait at Wiſdoms 
ates? And are not theſe Duties requir d of Sinners? Hath God ap- 
pointed the Word to be the ordinary means of Sinners Converſion > 


And is it like to be fo if Sinners turn away their Ear, and will not 
hear? Have Sinners no power to apply their Minds to underſtanding 


the plain and neceſſary points of Religion? And have no power 
to work on them in their Thoughts, when underſtood 2 Have Sinners 
no power to reflect on themſelves, to confider their ways? And are they 
not requir'd to conſider, to ſearch and try their 
power to look before them, to think how bitter end of a ſinful 
State and Courſe will be, if perſiſted in? Pfal. 50. 22. Now confider 


this, ye that forget God, left I tear you in pieces, and there be none to 


deliver. Are not Sinners juſtly reproved who will not lay things to 
Heart, but put away the evil Day far from them as if they were made 


without Fear * Was it without cauſe that Chriſt wept over the Sinners 


in Jeruſalem, that knew not the time of their Viſitation, and regard- 


cd not the things of their Peace? Had they no power to carry better 


than they did? 


And have Sinners no power to pray at all for Grace and Pardon? 


Simon the Sorcerer was to pray, if perhaps the thought of his Heart 
might be forgiven, As 8. 22, Does not natural Religion teach Sinners 


in Diſtreſs and Danger to call pon God, and cry to him for Help and 


Succour ? As we ſee in the Heathen Mariners, Jonah 1. 5. who re- 


proved the Prophet there, Ver. 6. What meaneſt thou, O ſleeper? ariſe, 


call upon thy God. And if Sinners could, and would pray earneſtly 


Deliverance, when in Danger of Death; how is it that they cannot 


think it concerns them to pray for Grace and Pardon, when by the 
Light of the Word, the Spirit working with it, they may be under 
ſtrong Convictions, and ſee themſelves in danger of everlaſting Con- 
demnation? Prayer is one of God's appointed means that Sinners are 
to uſe and improve as well as they are able (praying for the Holy _ 
to help them to pray). The Lord having made many gracious Fro- 
' Miſes, Exel. 36. as of a new — of putting a new Spirit _ 


? Have they no 
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in them, Cc. Says, Ver. 37. J will yet for this be enquired of by the Houſe 
of Ifracl to do it for 8 7 4 
* See the Some have imbibed ſuchNotions as would male God's Precepts, Pro= | 
Learned miſes, and Comminations meer Impertinencies, to ſignify nothing to Sin | 
MrHowes ners unconverted ; and the Faculties whereby they are capable of Moral 
Reconcilia- Government, uſeleſs and vain (as to the higheſt purpoſes whereunto they 
bleneſs of ſhould ſerve) and would have Men managed as meer Machines, that 
God's pra- hyow not their own uſe. ; : ; 
Kiener cc. But to Sinners who have any Senſe of their ſinful and miſerable loſt 
p. 141. Kc. Eſtate by Nature, and begin to be ſollicitous about the Salvation of 
their Souls, I would offer a few Conſiderations, partly to quicken, | 
and partly to encourage ſuch. 1 
1. Conſider whether thou ſhould not fully conclude with thy ſelf, 
that thy grand Concern is to get a Covenant-Intereſt in God and Chriſt, 
which would be certain and irrevocable upon thy Repentance towards 
God, and Faith in the Lord Feſus Chrift, without which thou art 
moſt certainly Miſerable, but with which thou ſhouldſt be for ever 


2” For as much as thou art not ſure of thy Life one day to an end, 
conſider whether it does not concern thee to ſet about this moſt ne- 
ceffary and important Buſineſs v ithout delay. Though there is no turn- 
ing to God, no coming to Chriſt without the help of ſpecial Grace, 
yet thou mayſt do ſomething preparatory thereunto by the help of com- 

n Grace. And if thou art under Convictions, and feeleſt tome good |}. 
Motions within, ſome good Inclinations, ſome Defires towards Gd 
and Chriſt; as theſe would fhew the Spirit at work in thee; fo is it 
- good to lay hold on any help he is pleas d to offer, to ſet in with 

m? 

. Conſider, that God and Chriſt is ſerious in thoſe grac ious Calls and 
ers thou haſt in the Goſpel : And thou art as really concerned in the 

general Goſpel-Call, as if the Lord called to thee by Name immedi- 
ately from Heaven. Should any Man upon Earth, or an Angel from 
Heaven contradict this, thou ſnhouldſt not believe him, but look on 
him as a Deceiver. 5 
4. Conſider, ſuch is the gracious Nature of God, that he hath no 
Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from 
his way, and live, you have his Word and Oath for this, Ezek. 33. 11.1 
Sinners diſpleaſe God when they undo themſelves ; they pleaſe him mhen they / 
+ Supple» return T. Then if Sinners return be a thing pleaſing to God, and 
mens 10 thou art framing to turn to the Lord, thou ſhouluſt not doubt of his 

Pool's Au- readineſs to help thee forward; yea, thou takeſt not one ſtep towards 

mores, on him without his Help: Fear not his being wanting to thee, but rather 
— Ezek. 18. fear neglecting to lay hold on his Grace and Help offer d. 

* 5. Conſider, Thou canſt net make any Requeſſ uuto God for things 

concerning thy outward Man, and this preſent Life, ſo likely to take, 
that thou mayſt hope to ſpeed in; ſo as if thou lieſt at his Feet, ſeriouſ} 
and 
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and in good Earneſt making ſuit ſor Converting Grace, for his Favour 

in Chriſt, crying hard for Mercy for thy Suu. | 
6. thou canſt not lay claim to the Promiſe of the firſt ſpe- 

cial Grace, though thou art not ſure that thou art included in the abſo- 

_ yet thou- mayſt take uragement, there is a great pro- 

bat:lity of thy obtaining that Grace which is faving, if thou continueſt 

ſeriouſly and diligently to ſeek it in that way, and in the careful uſe 

of thoſe means wherein the Lord is wont to convey it. As that re- 

nowned Author (before cited) * God binds himſelf to do what he * Bleſed- 

<« promiſes; but hath he any where bound himſelf to do no more? neſs of the 

& — If ever his Spirit have in any degree mov d upon thy Heart, in- Mga, 

<« clin'd thee at all feriouſly to conſider thy eternal Concernments, N 305. 

did he before hand make thee any Promiſe of that? And in another 

Tracts, f © Such as live under the Goſpel have reaſon to apprehend it + Tie le- 

highly probable, they may obtain that Grace which is neceſſary to deemers 

Salvation, if they be not wanting to themſelves: For there is ge- Tecs, p. 

<« nerally aftorded to fuch that which is wont to be called Common 57» 53: 

Grace. — Now though this Grace is not yet certainly faving, yet 

< it tends to that which is ſo; and none have cauſe to Deſpair, but 

< that being n and comply d with, it may end in it. 

And again, * That which is ſufficient for the turning and changing * P. 118. 

4 of thy Heart is uſually not given all at once, but as gentler 


nu- 
F © ations (the injecting of ſome good Thoughts and Deſires) are com- 
. © ply'd with, more powerful influences may be hoped to follow. And: | 
Dr. Manton f (again and again) None lack this Grace but thoſe that on Rom. 


| © Grfeit it by Neglect and Contempt, and reſiſtance of the motions of 8. p. 19. 


his Holy Spirit. And elſewhere, || © This faving Grace is not given ; oy Rom. 

to all, though all have many both external and internal Helps ſuffi- 6. p. go. 

* cient to make them better. That any have his ſpecial Efficacy and 

© converting Grace, is the meer Favour and Bounty of God; if any 

« want it it is long of themſelves, becauſe by ow Neglect and Abu 

5 common Grace they deſerve that want. that 
vine. 


USE 2. To ſuch as (through Grace) are come up to Covenant 
Terms, and have an Intereſt in its exceeding great and precious Pro- 
* There are three great Duties incumbent on you, that I would 

la e You. | | 
5 To be much in admiring and praiſing the Lord for fuch Riches of 
Grace diſplay d and diſpens d to you. O Chriſtians, how wonderful, 
that ever he ſhould pardon ſuch Rebels, receive ſuch Prodigals, ſet up 
ſuch Bankrupts as we were, who had loft all, ſpent all, had done 
enough to caſt our ſelves out of his Favour for ever! How wonder- 
ful that he ſhould extend fo rich Mercy to us, who were ſo deep in 
Arrears to his Juſtice ! Conſider, 


Learned and found. 


1. Was 


'54 


out the Mediation 
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1. . e A that the moſt High vouchſaſet 


to enter into Covenant with in Innocency ? That he was pleas d 

to oblige himielf by Promiſe to his Creature, the Workmanſhip of his 

Hands, that he ſhould live and be for ever happy, upon his retaining 

— _ 95 continuing obedient in all things, which was his an- 
Wnavte Dn), 

2 and great Benefactor, as long as he had a Being. 

2. Then what gracious Condeſcenſion was it, that after Man had 


broken Covenant, the great God of Heaven an Earth ſhould make and 


opoſe another Covenant to his Creatures, to ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, 


that were fallen from him? That after Man had prov'd perfidions he 


was pleaſed yet to make another, and that a better Covenant ; a Co- 
venant of higher Priviledges and upon lower Terms; what wonderful 


Grace is here! 


2 that he hath done this of his meer good Will and Pleaſure, 
without Mans ſeeking to him, or interceding for it; though not with- 
of Ori et this makes it nevertheleſs of his Free 


Grace, as it was 
this Mediator for us. 


4. And though the Covenant is not without Terms (as without Terms 


it could not be a Covenant) yet here are no ſuch Terms as are meritori- 
ont of the Bleſſedneſs, or of the leaſt Bleſſing promiſed in the Cove- 
nant; nor ſuch Terms as we are to perform of our ſelves, by our own 
Power; but it is God that norleth in us both to Will and to do of his good 


Pleaſure. Tis he, that of his Grace begins with us, and goes on with 


us, or we ſhould never of our ſelves comply with his Terms ; but our 
depraved wicked Wills would refuſe to yield (to our utter Ruine.) Tis 
his Grace that propoſeth and makes known his Covenant, that opens our 
Underſtandings, inlightens our Minds to ſee the things of our Peace, 


and opens our Hearts, incl ines our Will: to accept of Covenant-Benefits 
Upon Covenant-Terms. 'Tis by his Grace that we come firſt ſeriouſly 
and ſincerely to enter into Covenant, and that we are inabled to keep 


Covenant: Thus the work from firſt to laſt is of his Grace. But remem- 
ber, that the Lord ordinarily by common Grace, and its effects, prepares 


and makes way for the Operations of his Spirit in a way of ſpecial and 
faving Grace: And his Grace norketh on us in a way ſutable and con- 
gruons to Mans Nature, (as Man is a rational free Agent ;) as he uſetn 
to work on us by Commands, Promiſes, Threatnings, his Spirit con- 


curring with them, and ſetting them home. ; 

But Chriftians who are we, that the Lord ſhould fo graciouſly look 
after us, and ſhew himſelf fo concern'd for our Recovery as if his Happi- 
neſs was bound up in ours, notwithſtanding our former moſt ungrateful, 


ungracious departing from him? O, ſhould not ſuch Afonuments of his 
Grace be Inſtruments of his Praiſe, well-tun d Inſtruments ever and 
anon ſounding forth his Praiſe ! Now methinks the Life of a 5 

0 
he 


Belieyer, of one who is an Heir of the rich and precious promiſes 


owing to his Maker, abiolute Owner, ſoveraign Ru- 


erful Free Grace to appoint and provide 


1 
{ 
; 
1 
[ 
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. of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to the Gol of all 


2. You that have a ſpecial Intereſt in the Covenant and its better 
Promiſes (the beſt Promiſes that ever were made to the Sons of Men) 


let it be your great care to hold and ſtick to the Covenant, to Co- 
cans wh CHe, and the foal ts your own, And yaw own. 
conſider, 


1. 'Tis moſt certain the Covenant cannot fail on God's part, and 
why ſhould it fail on ours? He is the Lord that is faithful, a God 
that keepeth Covenant ; what he hath promiſed he is moſt faithful to 
perform; the God that cannot lie. Then if we are his People, ſhall we 
not be Children that will mot lie? (fa. 63. 8.) Let us not deal falſely, 
but be ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. Be true to him. 
2. Having given our Conſent to be the Lords, we are bound by our 
5 e Deed, ** 1 — ever N F ing our — 
wit „no going back from it without 1 iety, ti- 
tude, and Perfidioulnef : What thoughts have we of ſuch as care not 
to break Cvenant with Men? Is it not accounted an odious thing? 
| How much more hainous to break Covenant with God? What may 
| the Lord fay to ſuch? O my People, what have I done to thee? Wherein 
have I wearied thee > What Iniquity have ye found in me, that ye are 
one far from me, and have walked after Vanity, and are become vain? 
Oh, how ſhameful, unreaſonable, unaccountable it is to break with 
|, him, to whom ve are bound by millions of Obligations, who has done 
ſo great things for us, and hath alſo promiſed ſuch and ſuch things ! 
3. No evil in this World that can befall us, nothing that the worſt 
ies we have in this World can do unto us, that we have cauſe 
to fear; fo as we ſhould dread declining from God, and dealing 
falſely in his Covenant: It cannot but be ill with our Souls when we 
turn aſide from him ; then we are off from our Center, then we for- 
get our reſting place, then we forſake our Sun and Shield, and eſtrange 
our ſelves from the Comforter that ſhould relieve our Souls; from him 
whoſe Favour is better than Life. We are like thus to be at a Loſs 
bor want of his quickning and comforting Preſence ; what can we 
| look for but that he ſhould hide his Face from us here, tho he ſhould 
not caft us out of his fight for ever? The Lord hath other Penalties to 
inflict on backſliding Children (though ſhort of everlaſting Per- 
dition, yet) more Smarting and Gauling than what they can ſuffer 
from cruel Perſecutors: And though Heb. 10. 38. Now the Fuf ſhall 
live by Faith : But if he (for [any Aan] is not in the Original, but if 
he (the juſt Man) draw back, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in him]; 
though, I fay, that Text will not prove that a Juſtified and Sanctified 
Perſon may fall away totally and finally from Grace, any more than 
Gal. 1.8. will prove that an holy confirmed Angel may fall from the 
Truth, and prove an Iwpoſor ; yet we mult fay, that ſuppoſing ſuch 
a one ſhould totally draw back; upon his total and final W 
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his utter Rejection and everlaſting Perdition would follow. But the 
Scope and Deſign of this conditional Threatning is to deter us from the 
Sin; and tis a means to awaken a fear of Jealouſy over our ſelves, a 
fear of Caution, a fear of the Sin, as we dread divine Diſpleaſure. 
4. Shall not the many choice Promiſes ann red to keeping Covenant, 
upright Walking, an holy Stedfaſtneſs and Perſeverance be very pre- 
valent to engage and excite us thereunto? To name a few of many, 
John 15.7. F ye abide in me, and my word: abide in you, ye ſhall ack h 
ye will, and it ſhall be done unto you : That is, ſuppoſing ye ask that which 
_ God in his infinite Wiſdom tees to be good and fit for you. And 
what a full Promiſe is that, Plal. 25. 10. All che Paths of the Lord are | 
Mercy and Truth unto fac as keep his Covenant? So Phat. 103. 17, 18. 

The Mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting, upon them that 

fear him. — To ſuch as keep his Covenant. And 1 Cor. 15. 58. Be ye 


ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much | 


as you know that your Labour is not in vainin the Lord. Matth. 24. 13. He 
that ſhall endure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. 
5. Conſider, you that are brought over ſincerely to join your ſelves 
to the Lord, and thus have a ſpecial Corenant-Intereſt in tum, though 
Adam in Innocency had far greater Power in himſelf to keep Covenant 
than you have, yet you have far greater, better Security for your ftand- | 
ing in Grace than he had for his ſtanding in Innocency-: Though | 
weak in your ſelves, yet you are lept by the power of God, through Faith 
unto Salvarion, 1 Pet. 1.5. Sanctified by God the Father, and pre- 
ſerved in Feſus Chriſt, Jude ver. t. You have a ſpecial Intereſt in 
Chriſt's Mediation and Interceſſion. John 17. 11, 15. Holy Father, 
keep through thine own Name thoſe whom thon haſt given me: Keep them 
from the Evil. And he ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them that 
come to God by him: Yea, true Believers, real conſenting Covenanters 
are his ſpecial Charge; and he is able to keep them from falling; and 
none ſhall pluck x. out of his Hand. Further, there are ſpecial Pro- 
miſes of Grace to hold on and perſevere, that belong to ſuch. Fer. 
32. 39, 40. Exel. 36. 27. Heb. 8. 10. You that have taken hold of the 
Covenant, cloſing heartily with its Terms, you may 5 appl 
ſuch Promiſes: The Lord will not be wanting to you, but will affo 
you all neceſſary ſupplies of Grace ; his Grace ſhall be ſufficient for 
to prevent your final miſcarrying, to bring = to his everlaſting 
Kingdom. And what can hinder your happy Progreſs in the way to 
it, if you grow not Careleſs and Negligent, ſo that you receive the 
Grace of God in vain in a great Degree; whereby the Lord may be pro- 
voked to leave you for a time, to try you, that you may fee what is 
in your Hearts, and may learn to be more Humble, more Circumſpect 
and Watchful for time to come. Mic. 2. 7. Is the Spirit of the Lord 
ſtraitned? — Do not my words do good to him that malketh uprightly ? 

6. Surely, it would be worth all our Care and Pains in keeping 
cloſe to God, fearing to turn alu from him, as this way our ſpeci 

| cre 


— . 


Blood of Feſus Chrift his Son cleanſeth us from all Sin. See C 
thy Caſe. Hoſ. 14. 4. I will heal their Backſlidi 


are a Chriſtians Sorebonſe and Treaſury F a full Store-houſe,. 2 rich 
Comfort; here are all things pertai 
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Intereſt in the Covenant, in its precious promiſes might be cleared 
more and more to us: -Ordinarily they that walk mf cheſet with God, 
walk moſt comfortably. The work of Rightcouſneſs is Peace; that's one 
aan or fneee Fruit of it : Smcerity is 2 fake ground] of mejoycing, 2 Cr 
1. 12. Nom. 14. 17. | | 2 
: But here ſome Soul may be complaining of it ſelf, and queſtion- 
ing with it ſelf, Alas! What ſhall I do? I that have been play- 
ing the Prodigal, have gone away from my Heavenly Father. I that 
have committed ſuch 1 * to my ſelf from the Lord Jeſus 
Ae, ae eee e 
ual Pleaſures, wor eavi ve. I t 
have fadly declined, he been guilty of great Backſliding : Or I that 
have fallen into ſuch a foul Sin, wounding, waſting Conſcience, which 
makes me queſtion my State, whether ever I did truly Repent, and de- 
.— forſook Sin? Whether ever my Heart was right 
wi : 
Anſw. A ſad caſe, I muſt confeſs, yet thou ſhouldſt not lie down 
in Deſpair, ces MER > bi ren as if there was no 


in 


1. Thy baci/liding, or foul fall calls for deep Humiliation, and a ſeri- 
dus, Ps Ange nos. A of re Peter after his Denial of 
his Lord and Malter, went out wept bitterly. Oh, remember from 
whence thou art fallen, and Repent ! Return, return, O Shalamijte, re- 


2. It calls thee to act Faith afreſh on Chriſt, and to apply thy 
to that Fountain ſet open for Sin and for Uncleanneſs. 1 1.7. 7 
2.1, 2. 

3. It calls thee to a ſolemn renewing Covenant with the Lord, with 
a fall Purpoſe and Reſolution (by the help of his Grace) of return- 
ing to thy firſt Husband, and of cleaving cloſer to him for time to 


COMme. | 1 ui 
4. And fo to apply that gracious Promiſe which ſpeaks directly to 
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bay, * 7 
So . 3. 22. Return ye backſliding Children, and 1 will heal 
1. 


a”. that havea ſpecial Intereſt in the Covenant and its preciqus i080 


Promiſes, ſee that by Faith you improve your Intereſt here, live by Faith 
on this full — and thoſe rich Promiſes contained 1n 17 theſe 


Treaſury. Hence may we fetch all need ies both of Grace and 
dr. hi ining ante Li and, Godlineſs ; we 
cannot reaſonably deſire more than the Father of Mercies, the God of 


all Comfort hath graciouſly promiſed ; yea, we are not able to con- 
ceive or comprehend the great things included in the Promiſes, 1 Cor. 
2. 9. Will you not ſay as holy David, This is all my Salvation and all 
my Deſire 2 W 


hile a Belicver lives upon bis Efate;; not beſide it, be: ir 
- well 
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the moſt diſcouraging Times, We may ſet God's Promiſes agai 
World Promiſe or 
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zell to live, when others in the fulneſs of their ſufficiency 


be 1 
firaits (their Conſciences faſt in the Stocks) he may live fully, live 


comfortably, who hath ſuch a Covenant, fuch- Promiſes to live upon; 
tho'in outward ſtraits. God's Promiſes are proper food for Faith. 
Toexcite you to this life of Faith on the Promiſes, (1) This is the 


moſt excellent Life, you can live here on this ſide Heaven. 


1. An excellent Life, as it greatly honowreth God and Chriſt ; As we 
read of Abraham, Rom. 4. 20. He was ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory 10 
of his rich Grace 


in the World, the Times 
alles us A inure our ſelves * 1 Life LA, bf wn the 1 
are «npromiſing, yet we may ho our ill, living Jod's 
rac Progte, O, tha DT hoes our Hearts from ſinkin m 
a 
the Worlds Threatnings ; yea, we ſhould not regard much whether the 
. if it Threatens, our God can turn the 
Gurſe into 4 Bleſſing : And he hath promi ſed that all things ſhall work 
together for Good to his Called and Choſen : And what are the Worlds 
Promiſes ? We have little ground to depend on them : The Worlds 


Promiſes ate Vanity, or 4 Lie, which is worſe than Vanity. But when 
ſo great a part of the World hath been caſt into ſuch violent Commo- 
tions, a 


woful Confuſion, by one Man's making nothing of Treaties, 
dan, Compatts (being as ready to break his Promiſes as to make 
them) tis comfortable yet for God's People to conſider, that his Cove- 
nent with them ff. and: [df is an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all 
things and ſure: His ſes cannot fail, * 


— 


nec rasse. 


. eee wa nn © ot 


28. 


 Lilh—. They ſhall revive as the Corn, and 
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that is gone out of his Lips; his Mercy is everlaſting, and bis Trath en- 
dureth to all Generations. 5 

Of living by Faith on the Promiſes take theſe few Hints. 

1. As we are (inning daily, ſhould we not be daily acting Faith on 
the Covenant and Promiſes for Pardon? Fer. 31. 34. and Ch. 33- 8. 
Mich. 7. 18. Heb. 8. 12. There can be no ſuch thing as the ſton 
of Sins before they arc committed : We muſt ſue out the Pardon of our 
daily failings by Faith in Prayer, even as we beg our daily Bread ( ac- 
cording to Chriſt's Direction, Math. 6. 11, 12.) If we are to take 
this courſe to obtain the Pardon of Sins of daily incurſon, then ſurely 
it cannot but be neceſſary in order to Pardon, after tome greater Ex- 


ceurſin or Tranſgreſſion, after any fore fall, or ſad Relapſe. 


2. What need to be daily acting Faith on the Promiſes for the fur- 
ther weakening and mortifying of Corruption? As the Lord has pro- 
miſed to ſubdue the Iniquities of his People, Mic. 7. 19. He hath pro- 
miſed with the free Pardon of Sin, alſo Power againſt it : Where Sin is 


not reigning, yet it is oft rebelling. Alas! Have we not cauſe to com- 


Ilious Luſts, of rebellious Paſſions? &c. What need to 
look up to Heaven for help to ſuppreſs them? Rom. 16. 14. Sin ſhall 
not have Dominion over you ; for ye are not under the Law, but under 
Grace. Let not the hand of Faith hang down, but take hold of the 
Promiſe; thereby you may be hearten'd and encouraged in your Con- 
flict with that Enemy you have at Home your gone Enemy, and 
may have cauſe to thank God, through Jeſus our Lord, for keep- 
ing 1. at — at preſent, before you have an abſolute Victory 
ueſt. | 3 gn 

3- Whale we are but weak in Grace, and of low Stature, ſhould 
we not be acting Faith on the Promiſes for growth in Grace? Job 
17. 9. The righteous ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath clean Hands 
ſhall be er and Prov. 4. 18. The Path of the Fuſt is as 
the ſhining Light, that ſhineth more and more unto the perſeft day. 
Hoſ. 14. 5, 6, 7. 1 will be as the Dew unto Iſrael, 1 as t 

vm 4s —_ 

4. Are we not ſubject to halt or tri 2 ſtop ſometimes in 
a courſe of Obedience? Are we not ſometimes liſtleſs and backward 
unto holy Duties, and ſometimes — on heavily in the good ways 
of God, (that ſhould be to us paths of Pleaſantneis.) Then fure it 
A 

iſti race. 36. 27. Im my Spirit within you, can 
ou 2 in my — &c. Mn It is God which worketh in 
you, both to will and to do, &c. ; Fs 

5. That we may not miſs of the Fruit, the Bleſſing of holy Ordi- 
nances, we ſhould act Faith on the Promiſes concerning them; as in 
that Pſalm for the Sabbath-day, Pfal. 92. 13. Thoſe that be planted in 
the Houſe of the Lord (hall ih in the Courts of our God. Prov. 


8. 34. Bleſſed is the Man that veareth = watching daily at my — | 
2 ie 


plain of 
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Iſa. 55. 3. Incline your Ear and come unto me, hear and your Soul . ſhall 
=S; "hap. 56. 777 will make them joyful in mine Houſe of Prayer. 
Jer. 31. 14- 1 will ſatiate the Soul of the Prieſts with Fatneſs, and my Peo- 
ple ſhalt 4 ſatisfied with my Goodneſs, faith the Lord. Ila. 12. 3. With 
fo ſhall ye draw Water ont of the Wells of Salvation. (In the uſe of 
zoſpel-Ordinances, Af. Pool) The Miniſtry and Ordinances of the | 
Goſpel are the Miniſtration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. 8. : 

6. While we are ſore annoyed with Temptations, ſo that ſometimes 
we are ready to ſay that we ſhall one day periſh by the hand of the 
Tempter, it preatly concerns us to make more uſe of the ſhield of Faith; 
and by Faith engage the Captain of our Salvation to ſtand with us, and 
ſtrengthen us: His Grace is ſufficient for ns, 2 Cor. 12. 9. So it is good 
that by Faith we take hold on that encouraging word, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
God is faithful, who will not e er yon to be tempted above that ye are able. 
And Rom. 16. 20. The God of Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your Feet 


7. Tis very profitable and comfortable to act Faith on the Promiſes 
in reference to temporal Bleſſings, the good things of this Life, fo 
far as God ſees them needful and convenient for us; you that have a | 
ſpecial Covenant- intereſt in God and Chriſt may know that all thing: 
are yours, 1 Cor. 3.21, 22. and you ſhall not want any good thing. 
He that hath given you his Son, how ſhall he not alſo with him freely 
give you all things; you have the promiſe of the Life that now 1s, 
(1 Tim. 4. 8.) of what the Lord ſees good and meet for you here. And 
what temporal Bleſſings you receive in the way of the Promiſe are far 
ſweeter, there is more of 4 Bleſſing in them, than what' others have 
merely in the way of common Provil WW... 
: is great need of keeping Faith in exerciſe on the Promiſes 
in references to our Afflictions, Croſſes, Trials here. As the Lord hath 
promiſed his Preſence with his People, that he will never leave them. 
nor forſake them: That when they are caft down yet they are . cat off, 
The Lord upholdeth them with bis hand, Pſal. 37. 24. He has promited 
to ſupport them: And when he corrects them it is for their Profit, 
Hxb. 12. 10, 11. they (ſhall prove Gainers by their worldly Loſſes, ſhall 
have a Bleſſing in their outward Crofles, Rom. 8. 28. 

9. Again, ſhould we not be acting Faith on the Promiſes for Perſe- 
verance? Many a ſincere Chriſtian. is full of perplexing Thoughts, 
fearing they ſhall not be able to hold out to the end: But hath the 
Lord put his true fear in oy Heart? Then thou ſhalt not depart from 
bim; thou haſt his Word for that, Fer. 32. 40. If thou art a found, 
a ſincere Believer, thou art one of thoſe who ſhall be Zep: by the power 
J God, through Faith, unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 5. when others draw 
back _ 4 the ſtate of ſuch is ſafe; they believe to the ſa- 
ving of the Soul. | 

10. And * to expatiate further, as one might in multiplying par- 
ticulars here) ſhould we not be acting Faith on the Promiſes for ever- 


laſting 


Chrijt the Mediator of a better Cootnant. 
laſting Life and Glory ; would not this keep us from fainting, ſinking, 
_ wg in —— and moſt afflicted by 45 

2 Cor. 4. 16. 18. Luke 12. Fear not, little Flock, for it is your Fathers 
good Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom. John 3. 16, — Whoſcever be- 

ieveth in him [hall not per; 
what a joyful happy Life it would be (could we attain to it) to live 
— 8 8 believing expectation of eternal Happineſs, and the Life 
by But a few words further by way of Advice. 
Take heed (Chriſtians) of mriſconffruing Promiſes, or wiſepplying them. 


Take heed of your ſelves what the Lord hath not promiſed. 
5 mu the Conditional Promiſes, be as careful to ſee that you have the 
Condition or 


Qualification required, as deſirous to have the Benefit, the 
Bleſſing promiſed : Tis not Faith, but moſt groſs and groundleſs Pre- 
ſumption to expect the one without the other. 
Again, pray earneſtly that the Lord would keep up, ſtrengthen and 
increaſe your Faith; Faith and Prayer muſt help one another. 

And turn the Promiſes into Prayer : The Promiſes bring 
Bleſſings upon the Knees of Prayer. The good, the ſweetneſs of the 
Promiſes is to be ſuck'd and drawn out by Prayer: Prayer, and that 
in Chriſt's Name, is the general Condition, way, or means appointed b 


God for the obtaining of Mercies promiſed: See Exel. 36. 37. with 


John 16. 


22. 3 5 . 
Again, [a Prayer be followed with ſutable faithful Indeavours; ſin- 


cere and earneſt Deſires will put Souls upon real Indeavours, without 
which Prayer is but a mocking of God, and deceiving our own Souls. 


Again, pray and believe, pray and wait for Bleſſings promiſed: As 
Grace 1 makes the N Mſdom dates them; they will 


bring forth at the appointed tim. . 
Again, Look upon the Promiſes 4s purchaſed by the precious Blood of 
Chriſt; and ſhould not this both heighten our Eſteem of them, and 
alſo encourage, ſtrengthen our Faith in applying tlie: 
One word more, Attend duly on and improve that ſealing Ordi- 
nance, the Lord's Supper. I am afraid that ſome neglecting thoſe ſpi- 
ritual Meals, (Soul-fatting Feaſts to ſuch as come after the due Order, 
and improve them aright; I fay, I am afraid, that ſome neglecting Sa- 
cramental-ſeaſons) may have Faith, and other Graces with it, very 


low and languiſhing: But a frequent, faithful renewing Covenant at 


that Federal Feaſt where the Lord is pleas d alſo to Seal his Covenant 
afreſh to every penitent, believing Receiver or Communicant 1s a ſpe- 
cial Means of ſtrengthning Faith, a means to put and keep Faith in 
good Heart: And the better Heart Faith is in, the better able, the 
fitter we ſhall be to hve by it. 


USE z. Another Uſe might be for Comfort. Here is ſtrong Con- 
folation for the Heirs of Promiſe. EM 


State here in this World ? 


periſh, but have everlaſting Life; So verſe 36. O 


forth their 
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What though you have little in the World, little in compariſon of 
what many Worldlings enjoy, who have their Portion in this Life? 
Yet if you conſider how rich = are in thoſe exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes, which are all Yea and Amen in Chriſt ; furely, 
you would not change eſtates with ſuch ; no, not for all the World. 

But (alas!) while I find Sin fo ſtirring in me, and my Heart ſo 


hard and ſo full of Unbelicf, I may well queſtion my Intereſt in the 


Promiſes whether belong to me. : FO 
Vet if thou art no longer in league with Sin, if there is no known 
Sin that thou wouldſt not part with, rather than hold faſt, if tis the 
Grief of thy Soul that thou canſt not get nid of it, and thou art pray- 
ing and ſtriving againſt be not d Sin is not always 
44 1s oſt felt : 'Tis well if thy former League with 
Sin be broken: 'Tis no Article of the Covenant that we will Sin no 


penitent and believing 


to him, reſo! 
help of his 
lowing this courſe there is hope 


the Covenant, than by a con- 
oak Cheilions, to thet —_— — — =_ 
v ri to their no little vantage): well 
tisfied that thou doſt heartily cloſe with the t-T *thou 
mayſt ſafely conclude that the precious Promiſes, the Benefits and 
Bleſſings of the Covenant belong to thee : A blefled Portion. Thus 


1 thou be ſatisfied with Favour, and full with the Bleſſing of the 


FINIS. 


( 63) 


The Judgment and Teſtimony of the Excellent and 
Renowned Monſieur Claude, That the Goſpel 
is a Law, a Law of Grace (as ] bad it lately 

in a Letter from a Friend.) 


L. Parabole de Nices expliquee en cing Sermons, 


I Chop 22. 

—— _ ie — e a An. 

1675. Par Jean e. In the . 229, 230. 
he ith, (as what follows is a cabal Tran Ee wen 


word). 
which make the ſubſtance of this Call, 


There are then Four things 
The explication of the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, and of all the Myſte- 
ries dependent thereon ; the Command, that we accept him for our 
| Mediator; the promiſe of Remiſſion of Sins, and of Salvation, for all 
thoſe that ſhall accept of him in this Quality, and live anſwerably to 
their Faith; the Threatning of eternal Death to all thoſe who ſhall re- 
jet him, or who ſhall not accept him in the manner appointed by 
| God. Theſe four things (you ſee) are of the Eſſence of the Goſpel, as it 
is preached to us, and therefore I think we ought not to make any 

Difficulty to give it the name of 4 Law, ſince there is nothing more 
requiſite to conſtitute the Zea of a true Law. St. Paul himſelf hath 

iven it this Name in his Epiſtle to the Romans, where he calls it, The 
124 the Spirit of Life. I grant that it is a Law very different from 
that of Nature, very different alſo from that of Moſes; but however, 
tis a Low properly ſo called, a Law of Grace, a New Law, which God 
was at liberty to eſtabliſh or not, a Law, which (however) he has 
been pleaſed to eſtabliſh in favour of Sinners, a Law that obligeth al! 
thoſe to whom it is promulgate, to certain Duties; and which, whilſt 

it thus obligeth them, exciteth them thereunto by the Hope of Salva- 
tion, and by the Fear of Damnation; in fine, a Law which hath its 
Tribunal, its Judgment, its Sentences proper to its ſelf, and which jufi- 
fieth and condemneth, which is the Charafter of 4 true Law. Thus 
great Divine, of whom Mr. Tongue (in his Defence of Mr. H-s Brief 
Enquiry, &c. p. 38.) ſays [ Tbe renowned Monſieur Claude, whoſe Name 
will be great in all the Churches, as long at Piety and Learning have any 
Efteem among Men.] 
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Sixty OVERIES propounded to ſuch as deny 
the Redeemers Evangelical Law, and Goſpel 


Query 1. THETH ER the Term [ Goſpel] ſhould not be 
taken and underſtood to mean the intire method 
of Salvation through Chriſt, and — to 
3 | take in the Precepts as well Promiſes? And 
therefore whether it be not to trifle and amuſe the-World, for 4 
. * reſolving to mean nothing more by ĩt than the! 
miſes o Ox 
"= When it cannot be denied but the Goſpel is oft” called 4 Law 
in the Holy Scriptures, whether it is not a flat Contradiftion to the Scrip- 
tures (the word of Truth) tor any to ſay, It is a Law in no ſenſe, it 
is 10 Law at all? Or whether any have a juſt Cauſe or Reaſon to be of- 
kendled at our calling it a Law of Grace, a remedying or patdoning Law ? 
2 3. When the Goſpel, which Jeſus Chriſt himſelf preached, had 
a Precept or Command to Repent, and to Believe * Goſpel, Markt. 
14, 15. and none can deny but a Divine Precept or Command is a 
Law ; whether it can be true, that the Goſpel is no Law at !? 
_ ©. 4. Whether Dr. Owen be not in the right, as to the true meaning 
of the word veouodimm, Heb. 8. 6. © Eſtabliſhed, ſay we; but it is 
© reduced into a fixed State of a Law or Ordinance: All the Obedience 
” _ ired in it, all the Worſhip appointed by it, all the Priviledges 
< exhibited in it, and the Grace adminiſtred with them, are all given 
(N. B.) for a Statute, Law and Ordinance unto the Church — This 
© the Apoſtle intends by conan the Legal ey the New 
4 Ge nant, with all the Ordinances of its worſhi 5 (N.. on Heb. p.221.) 
And whether hence it followeth not, that the Goſpel- Covenant is a Law ? 
. 5. Whether the Orthodox Chriſtians of old would not have count- 


* 


to be a Law, when it was part of the Rule of, Faith, an Article of their 
Creed (as we can prove) in Tertullian time, That Jefus Chriſt preached 
the New Law and Promiſe of the Kingdom of Heaven ? [Tertull. de prefer. 
adverſ. Heretic. p. 100. Edit. Bad, 1550.] And note, Tertullian wrote 


within leſs than two hundred Years after Chriſt, many hundred Years 


befe re a Papiſt, and many hundred Years more before a Scinian or Ar- 


' :inian was known or heard of in the World. They that have not, 
| or 


ed it very ſtranę for any profeſſing Chriſtianity, to deny the Goſpe! 


r == 3 


Queries to fuch as deny the Goſpel-Law. 
ot cannot conſult the Author, may ſee the Chriſtians Greed in Tertullian: 
days, tranſlated in Mr. Lorimer's Remarks, &c. the laſt Page. Or in 
Hanmers View of —_— p. 151, 152. 

Ss When any of our Firft Reformer: deny the Goſpel to be a Law, 
whether are we not to underſtand them as denying it in a Popiſh ſenſe, 
in oppoſition to their grand Adverfaries the Papiſts? And . it 
be not great weakneſs, or ſome thing worſe for any to plead their Au- 
thority for an abſolute Goſpel,or Goſpel- Covenant without Terms or Con- 
_ ditions, when they held the fame Terms as we do, only excluding any 
wmeeritorions Condition, as we alſo do? So Luther, Melanchthon, Calvin, &c. 
And fee the Auguſt an Confeſſion (the firſt Proteſtant Confeſſion of Faith) 
Art. 20. And were they not of our Reformers, v ho oppoſed the 
Flaccians, that denied there was any Precept in the Goſpel ? | 

©. 7. Whether thoſe I Divines of the Synod of Dore ( who 
were Anti- Arminian ) held not the Goſpel to be a Law, and the Goſpel- 
Covenant to be Conditional? May we not find there both the Mane 
and Thing? As Aft. Synod. Par. 2. p. 104. They —_—_— betweint 
the Law of Natwre, and the Law of Faith; and ſpeak of the Latter, as 
binding to Obedience, where it is promulgated. And Par. 3. pil 24. 
They ſpeak of the New Lam and thoſe that have it written in ther 
Hearts. And Par. 2. p. 101. a In the Merit of Chriſts Death 
(fay they) is founded the Univerſal Evangelical Promiſe, all that be- 
heve in Chriſt, &c. And p. 102. hey ar That all the Impenitent 
and Unbelieving ſhall be convicted of Contempt, or at leaſt of Neg- 
lect, ob non impletam contitionem. And p. 132. Faith is verily the On- 
dition of the New Covenant, in reſpect of an invialable Order inflituted by 
God, &c. And p. 137. certainly the Remiffion of Sins and Eternal 
Life is promiſed to all Men, if they Believe. Here therefore it appears 
that a Conditional Pardon and Salvation belongs to all, Cc. And p. 150, 
151. Chriſt hath mverited for all, that if they Repent and Relieve, uy 
may be reconcil'd to God, and received into his Grace and, Fauour : 
(And is not this the ground of the General, Guulirind Offer of (Chit 
and his Saving-Benefits to Sinners in the Goſpel?) I ſuppoſt it need- 
/ c node WTR 7: 

NQ. 8. Whether ſuch do not ſtrangely _—_ upon their creũlulous 
Followers, who perfwade, and make them believe, that the molt, and 
beſt Divines (Ancient and Modern) are for the Goſpel, ar Goſpal- 
Covenant being Abſolute, without Conditions? Would it be;wrorth 
the while > Would it not take up too much · time for one io: muſtełr up 
all our Forces here? But ſee Mr. Grail, Covenant of Grace, not Abſolute, 
but Conditional. Mr. W. E. having ſtarted this Objedtion, -f* But 
© many good Divines call-it a Conditional Covenant. Mr. Grail. cells 
him, Sir, you are Meal-mouth'd,; for not only many, but the. moſt 
part Y Cons ol it — 2 * 4 have ever 2 
Mr. Salemarſh, and your Self (Mr. Ey) excepted, (p. 5. And there- 
upon ſhews Mr. Eyr's foul Play 1 ſtakes; and. _ Hnauſtine, 4 


Queries to ſuch as deny the Goſpel-Law. 
broſe ( who has the Term Law too, Hee Lex (Scil. Spiritus) dat liberta- 
tem, ſalam ſidem poſcens, in 2 Cor. 3.) and Proſper and Chryſoffom (on 
Roms. 3. 27.) Theodoret, aft. And of later Writers, - Martin 
Luther, who indeed excludes Conditions of Worthineſs; yet as Learn- 
ed Chemmitizs (a Follower of him) ſays, Luther was not againſt Pre- 
parations of Order, but only Preparations of Merit. And to prove 
it, cites him on Gal. 3. 2 where he faith, That Chriſt's Coming pro- 
ſiteth neither the Careleſs nor the Deſperate, but only ſuch who have 
been terrified with the Law, and with fure Truſt come to Chrift. 


And Mr. Grail, p. 62, 63. citeth ſeveral Paſſages out of Luther, which 


are againſt ſuch an Abſolute Goſpel as ſome contend for. So Petey 
Martyr, p. 66. And Zanchy, p. 75. And Dr. & , Chamier, with 
divers ot And Mr. Fer. hes on Hoſea: [I nil berroth them 
unto me] He hath theſe words frequently, It muſt be muν,ee And in 
his Moſes's Self-Denial, p. 188. © Faith hath the greateſt Honour above 
4 all other Graces to be the Condition of the Covenant. He concludes 
with the Brethren in Nen England, Vid. Bullley of the Covenant, p. 
280, 281. And the Catalogue of that aroſe there, condemned 

an Afembly at New-Town, Aug. 31. 1637. atteſted by Mr. Melde, 

. 27. It is-incompatible to the of Grace to join Faith 
4 thereunto. Err. 28. To afhrm there muſt be Faith on Mans * to 
e are 


4 preſſed, Err. 82. They that condemned theſe Errors, doubtleſs, did 
not the Covenant to be without any Condition. Theſe out of 
Mr. Grail. And Mr. Benj. Woodbrid of ] 

Morton de Reconcil. Par. 1. p. 
Aut, Paraut, Trelcatins, 


wk bo 


Mel and 


Ball, 


equently, 
Chamiier, Aſſembly of Divines, p. 31, to 34. 
Goſpel hath tss wee Trang, Gd a 


Chancy.. 


* 


4 


, 


Lueriet to ſuch as deny the Goſpel- Lam. 
Mr. Chancy, Senior, Sedgwick, Synod of Dort. 3. Teſtimonies for Goſpel- 
Bleſſings given upon Goſpel- Terms. Of the Mem of Divines, Fox, 
. 1 of Lort, Dr. Owen, Dr. Manton, Mr. Charnock, Dr. Facomb 
. Preſton, Bulkley, Chancy, Senior, Rutherford, Mr. Arad, ich, 
Ber, Calvin, Ceriſon, Fox, Gale, Gillepy Balg, &c. (To which 
add what Mr. Flavel hath written for Conditions of the Covenant). 
See Defence of Goſpel-Truth, p. 34, to 40. See alſo Mr. Lorimers Apo- 
1 5 where you have the Teſtimonies of Ancient Fathers, and Modern 
vines. 1. — — Law, 4888 2. For the 
Conditionality of the Covenant, p. 78, to p. 1 20. with more to 
the purpoſe, to be ſeen in his Remarks, &c. which the luder may 
di Rrader unto. | | "= 


_— CO 
of God's Law, a Law in ſome ſenſe? That 
cannot be true. Whether all that hear the 
it to believe it? Or otherwiſe will it not 
truth of Divine 


nification of God's Will, concerning what 
y, be not a Law? And whether there be 


"bf 


t 


* 


Law, 
and 


marily Precepts of 5 part 
of Chriſt's Goſpel, that the Apoſtles had been unfaithful, had not 


Queries td is fied as dry the Goſpel-Law- 
eher ſüch Texts 25 2 Cir. 9. 13. Now. . 5. a Chap. 8. 

16. 26, « Tens 2 Gar hel hath bee, . or may be 
jeftion 3nd Obedience do the oo Pre And whether 
thing | | 4 and is no 
bjetion and 


y ſhall not be condemn'd for not the 
8 Gd, as ST 1. 7 Pet. 4. 17. And how alen be gui y of 
1 55 re, of of traiiſpres againſt the Goſpel, if it be no Law? 
here there is no Law thete 15 0 5 Tranigr 
than rhat all that ave ſaveil 


- her Heb. 7 8 
bim : Save 8 *. Tru then obey him: ? Are. Men Saved 
ec 


Dale ( Tert ſpeaketh) — _ = 


_ of Meter bo every Sou Soul that will 
. May yh oy NS Gina rom rn wh 


ei = And wi 
a giver - n 
of the Re 
_- it iy not a rot 
as Lord Redeemer,, 
deemer, but ae 


Ce or 
er, 2 25 . . Chriſtꝰ 


ing nim of a main 1 you of 
N bath no Law, 4s lator, or Re- 
* and Createi' > And whether 

— he was anon 
Avg execute the he Offices of 
ch Chriſt execute the Office 
Hb "the World a People to 


1 0 true Saving Faith to receive 01 
bote Crit; and therefore to 
As Prophet and Prieſt? And 


accept 
accept of him as. Lord a 
whether receiving Joch not tieceffarily 1mp ; & 
o be fubject to Fim, by his Laws? And if he hath no 
„ 6s Redeemien, Vhether ll i. not follow that 4s Redeemer, he ts 
affically, that Chriſt as 


not inconſiſtent with th 


note — wk 


who hath Taws to be 
under that Notion 'of Redet 


not a King, 
22.8 


? And whether were it not un- 


Nerds w Jack as dew the bh L. 

| farſh for any To plainly :to.cantadidt the and fay, No; 

Jeſs did nar, the Coſt here? EN ia Dre 

cepts; and all belong to the Law, aut de de 

2. 18. Whether it may not fem wonderful fb 
unaccountable,' that one . ſhould: den * 
w, as Redeemer, betauic that woald 

| 4, ſubditorwm (may it not be tranſlated 

a 


— — 
le; and at the ſame time io # 


bus, > hich be enler (hs ir and hw th? 1 ible for his 
Sabj AT Obedirnce 2d all the Commands of the Moral 
„than tincerely to obey the f 

Ge 17 & ie any. mare: thai morally; 1 
Believe and R (chat is, from a Will, when yet the 
with thoſe Go other proper means : 
ing to cure that depravedneſ of Will? ) Whereas it is more than 
pereR, [{inlels Obetlience he - 


selle for a Sinner to yield. 
i ommands of the Moral, Law. Or is it only impoſſible for a 
#H ieve and Repent, if requir d by ſpecial Goſpel - Precept to 
1 


11 


L. 


l 


the 


| 


= 8 
FE 


impoſſtble, if only ecquired by the Moral Law? Or 1 
Mortl Law requires of Sinners whats 2 then muſt 
a one {for the ſame reaſon) deny; that the Moral Law ts Chriſt 
(and he ſhall have no Law 1 this mand male hins 


King us is not Pater ſubd itorum, he Inows is impeſibie? 
2 Werte an Act af e | WT: — Re- 
bels — the old Statate Law) if they 
prefix d; I fy, whether this be not 
to the common Senſe and le t 


i 


U 
4 


Fr 


toy tone in his Lies And 
what our of of on abeanbo — of Grace is a Contra- 
_ «liflion, where the Terms requir d are very. gracious Terms ; and ſuch as 


quire? 
2 40. Whether the Law of Nature (though it oblige #s to believe 


whatever God ſhould at any time reveal, to obſerve whatever he 
Thould Command) can yet 'defly /aid to r 1 fo Arif, as 
Mediator and Redeemer, in order to uur bei nd ſav d him: ? 
While it was not, and never would have — A Dur had it not 


fy, that ihe Devils ho a are under the above mentioned Law of Na- 
oe, as well as we) ane obliged to Believe in — — own 
are 21 


has 


45 


K Wel notbe for the Honour even of Free Grace it ſelf not to e- 


been made fo by the Goſpel: And whether the otherniſe- minded dare 


= J 


70 


eminent Saints on Earth would never paſs 


-t? I n 


« dience, which the Law hadno reſpect to. And let 1 be onfedered, 


as being umperfect, gu ilty Creatures. pe fre, 


* lifications, Conditions, Duties required in it, in order to our partaking 
> by . Bleſſedneſs? : _ 


Queries i to fach 4 deny the Goſpel- Law. 
— r r 2 
the Lan of Nuure, as the Rule 
alot Obedience is cher Dry (th ough not the 
ite wha and Salvation cannot be . yet) whether — 
233 hs ug nw fall ſhort of, or tranſgreſs the 
Rule of Righteouſneſs ? Then will it not follow, that «nleſc 
deemer hath a 4 v. Law of Grace, according to which the fincere 
dience of the Faithful 7 hw imperſect) is acceptable to God, and 
(of his Grace) rewardable, for Chriſt's fake ; the Obedience of the molt 
for Obedience, as there is 
not a Juſt Man upon Earth, 8 and Sinneth not? 


„ conſidered formally, is a part of Perfeition, and fo is requi- 
in the La yet as it 1s in us, 


and contra- diſtinguiſh d from 
park g/ Will any ſay, that the Law would take up with 
, as due for every the 


| Reward to impertect Obe- 


t 


leaſt Offence, or ſinful Defect, promiſe am 


dience? Hach the Law of Nature, = Gllen Mankind is under it, any | 
promiſe of Life unto ſuch Obedience? Whether is it as the 
Redeemer tales the Law of Nature 23 


of: Grace, that perfect Obedience is ſtill our 
Obedience, with indeavours after yer is . 
(for Chriſt's meritorious Ri a one Utes 

:ous Acceptance, and a bl — As Dr Cn, ve 
— Pee what © Ta. — 
provided for the nce of {incere, —— 


-whether there are not many promiſes to } 


Obedience,as Rome.2.7. Gal. 
6.16. Heb.5.9. Rev. 22. 14. Cc. 


there be not a Law of Grace 


in ſuch Pramas? Whether ſuch Conditional Promiſes be not 4 Law, as 


. conſtituens debitum, 
Fu 


vel officium creature, _ Will of our 
Ruler, ho, our Duty; and my as gi 
A gh and Title to that Bleſſed Life, which (of his Grace) h: 
hath ſo promiſedꝰ I 
2. 22. : Whether theſe are not Goſpel-Promiſes, Matth. 
lefſed are the Spirit — Bleſſed are they that Mourn — 
the Meek — 2 — 4 that Hunger and J hirſt after Ri Gba, . 
Will any ſay — theſe are Promiſes of the Law 
low that Bleſedneſ comes by the Law 5 When the Law of 


had 


no ſuch Promiſe ; and the Law of Nature, that _—_ are under, while 


it requires perfect Obedience of us pro af uh 
-Promiſes 


is it not plain, that the Gy is Conditional, 3 


. Whether is it not evident, that the Redeemer hath a ſpecial 
ſe from the Law ef Nature, upon ſuch Accounts as theſe, 


Law, the 
P. Pe 3 
Obe- 


TT are 


? Hen il it not fol- | 


> as wy * 


| m_ 


av 


| the only (Norma Fulicii) Rule 


| Yet ſeeing God 


but the Goſpel 


Luertes to ſuch as deny the Goſdel. Lam. 

as we find Se er he neg er 02 Sin when: 

only jor tne Japon | 8 Again though the Law of Naue 
; 1 . ; 


abſolutely to exclude 


ry Sin; yet not fo 2 as 

8 from all age of Pain and vation; 
wptorily condemns Sinners for final wr gw 

Ling all Hope or Poſtbility of obtaining Pardon Wha 

1 Or 1 ni on. c 

Ee nn IC 

Y not 3F that a | e 

medy, and admits not of any ſuch thing? 

Q. 24. When Chrift hath threatned Death eternal to Sinners that 


ſive under the Goſ 


and Unbelief, 


directly o pare 
Q. 26. Whether this (as ſome ſay) be the main and eſſential r= 
betwixt the Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace, that the Co- 
venant of Works requireth ſomething as a Condition of Life; but in the 
Covenant of Grace Faith and Repentance are it: Bleſſmgs, and are given, 
and then required as Duties.? If thele are then required as Duties in 
the Covenant of Grace, is it not then 4 Law when it requires theſe Duties? 
But if theſe are not required as Duties, before they are given, then 
will it not follow that Sinners are here furniſhed with 'this Plea, or 
fine Excuſe for their great Sins of Inipenitency and Unbelief, viz. Lore 
hadſt thou given me thoſe Graces, then had I Repented and Believed; 
but ſeeing they were not given me, they were not required of me as Duties. 
ing Gi b all Men 2 where-to Repent, AQts 17. 39. 
to 


Muſt. it not follow by neceſſary Conſequ that either God 

tven that Grace to a where, or that it is not their 
123 even though God has Commanded it? So when we read, 1 Jobs 
3. 23. This is bis Commandment, that we ſhould believe on the Name of bis 
Son Flue Chriſt —, Whether can it. be right and ſound, to fay, b 


= 
13 


- 


2 d; and take ff that ſuſpenſio 


Quin to fuch as deny rhe Goſpel- Law. 
Ros en dach 25 mer 


ae Sue 25 8 | 
Grace Lav ory es [Believe in the Lord ; Wh Oi, and rhe Gorman | 
be feved] i. e. Though thou art a 3 e 
e and Condemnation of & Penitent, be- 
lea Atceptance of Chrift (by the hr 0 that offer d, which 
thou art bound to ſeek, and to uſe thy he ergo » bao to obtain, 
and ſhouldſt not Delpai ir of obtainin > uſing the M following 
he Method preſcri in the Word. ereupon) thy Sins 
oned, and th Sol 21 (not for thy Faith, 4 res bg nor fol lowing 


Obedience ; uot for any Righteonſne inherent in thee, not br, 
formed by thee, but) * 15 . Sher out in they, at wings, 


that is, of Chriſt, the 2 and Redeemer. Whether is there hot 

a wide Diff rence betwixt the Terms and Tenour of theſe two Core- 
nants : As for an Innocent Perſon to be juſtified ( without any thing 
of Pardon) and rewarded even for his own perfect Righteouſneſs; and ſin- 
leſs Obedience, performed by his 7 natural Power; and Ded, 
guilty Creature to 38 Parka, ified and Saved, npon his Repent- 
ance and turning 42 in a „ 0 ; help of 


natural Gd, not W's nance or Faith * 
2 his . Io: for vor we = of the 


diator, 4 wh to him 0 fuch 8 - Bog 
Werd en are Gaſpel- ermes or = 
Conditions in the Corenant of e „ ng of ſub- 
ent 


ts and Bleffi ings: Liough we deny the word 
Let yet we eftabliſÞ bog 1 all CDnditiom in Cove- 
nants, . Reste Se a a Cu Cauſes ? Nea, whether a Con- | 
dition gu talis, be any proper Cauſe, or doth any more than only ſu- 
ſpend ones actual Right and Title to the Benefit gat re Be it be 
remove what nd red the 
omiſe, its convey1 eſent actua Tir eto the'Benefn,- vchen the 
Condition is perform' 7 a rich Man promi ſeth à poor Man t twenty 
Pounds, if he will but come to his Houſe, ;and-thankffvlly receive it; 
whether will any Man of common Senſe lay, that thus he doth Me- | 
rit the twenty Pounds, that it is 10 Ber Gif? And whether the Gra- 
ces. of Faith and Repentance, in their very nature be not ſuch as di- 
rectly tend to — and farbid their Man any Righte- 
uſb of their own, as co-erdinate, or bf the Jame fil with” the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for the Merit whereof alone they are Pardon- 


ed, Juſtified, and Saved ? Q. 29. 


Dreries to ſuch as deny the Goſpel-Law. 
©. 29. Whether to aſſert, That we are not to believe in Chrift, nor 
to repent, nor to pray (as that will follow) in order to the obtaining of 
r be not contrary to the molt obvious and plain Senſe, 
Scope, and of the Goſpel, in calling and us to Be- 
lieve, Repent, and Pray? As Mark 16. 16. He that - believeth 
ſaved. Acts 3. 19. Repent— that your Sins may be blotted one. 
10. 13. Whoſcever ſhall Call upon the Name of the Lord, ſhall be Saved. 
Q. 30. Whether ſuch as hold, That the Goſpel requires no Duty i 
order to the obtaining of Goſpel-Bleſſings, muſt not alſo hold the 
Antinomian Error, condemn'd or diſclaimed by the Congregational Mi- 
niſters, in their Declaration, p. 8. That they muſt do no good Work 
or Duty for their own Benefit, nor with an Eye to their own Salvation? 
Q. 31. Whether the Aſſembly of  Divines do not plainly aſſert, and 
with thoſe Scriptures fet down in the Margent, prove the Covenant of 
Grace to be Conditional? Gy Non, Chap. 7. G. z: — The Covenant 
of Grace, wherein he freely h unto Sinners Life and Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, requiring of them Faith in him, that they may be Saved. A 
Foy = Catechiſm, Anſwer to Qu. 32. The Grace of God is maniſeſted 
in the Second Covenant, in that he freely provideth and offereth to 
Sinners a Mediator, and Life and Salvat 
Condition to Intereſt them in him, &c. 
Q. 32. Whether according to the 5 


ion, and requiring Faith as the 


« eon (concurrent with 


the Aſſemblies Confeſſion) Faith be not requir d in the Covenant of 


Grace, and that in order to Juſtification, and the greateſt Goſpel- 
Bleſſings? Chap. 14. F. 2. The principal Acts of Saving Faith are 
« Accepting, Receiving, and Reſting upon Chriſt alone for Juſtifica- 


4 tion, Sanctification, and Eternal Life, by vertue of the Covenant of 


& Grace. Was it the meaning of thoſe Brethren of the egatio- 
nal Perſwaſion, that drew up that Confeſſion of Faith, That the Gve- 
nant of Grace doth not 8 Faith; that is, an Accepting, Receivi 
and Reſting upon Chriſt alone for Fuſtification and Salvation? If ſo, 
_ why then do they call it Saving Faith? Or was it not their mean- 
ing, That the Covenant of Grace doth require this Faith for Juſtification 
and Salvation, that there is 10 Fufification or Salvation of Adult Perſons 


thout it ? 
233. If there are no ſuch Terms or Conditions in the Covenant of 
Grace, as Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
required as antecedently neceſſary to Sinners being Pardoned, Juſtified, | 
and Saved; then whether will it not follow, That a Man could not 
be juſtly charged with preaching an Error, who ſhould tell Sinners that 
they may be Pardoned, Juſtihiel, and Saved without their Reperiting 
or Believing in Chriſt, (there being no ſuch Terms required, as ante- 
cedently neceſſary?) And yet whether this is not contrary to the Goſpel 
which the Apoſtles preached, and were commanded by Chriſt to preach ? 
And whether ſuch Doctrine could _ a benign Aſpef * upon 


ineſs ? 
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Holineſs * Or rather would it not a wide Door to ſinful Security 
Tieren and Wicked neſs 2 . . 4 
2.34. Whether is not the Holy Scripture pow and expreſs for our 
beins aden and Saved by Faith, (if ever we be Juſtified and Saved?) 
Who can deny this, unleſs he be minded to ont-face plain Scripture ? 
See Roms. 2. 28. and Chap. 5. 1. Gal. 2. 16. Afts 16. 31. Eph. 2.8. And 
then whether any can 
juſtify and fave a Sinner, zithout any Divine Cnftitution ? If by Divine 
itution, then whether by the Law, or by the Goſpel ? (Or let Men 
name a Third.) Only with the 14 we muſt take in the Covenant 
of Grace, by which the Faithful of old were Saved, as the ſame for 


Subſtance, Gal. 3. 8.) Now the Law requiring perfect perſonal Obedi- | 


_ ENCE, 


and condemning 4 Sinner for every, or any Tranſgreſſion; how is 


Then muſt it not be by the Goſpel-Conſtitution? Yea, is it not thus 
indeed, That to this gracious Conſtitution, Sinners have an Ja- 
tereſt in Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs to their Fuſtification before God, and 
ſo a Title to Eternal Life, pon their believing Acceptance of Chriſt * Thus 
if Men will not (point-blank contrary to expreſs Scripture) deny Juſti- 
fication and Salvation by Faith, nor yet aſſert Fuſtification by Faith of it 
felf, as a Work of the Law; will it not follow, That we are Juſtified 
and Saved by Faith, as required in the Goſpel ; and conſequently, That 


Condition; ) but Conditional, requiring Faith in Chriſt to Sinners Juſti- 
fication and Salvation? And then further, Whether it will not be 
found a pers * of the Goſpel, or preaching another Gaſpel, for any 
to offer Chriſt and his Saving Benefits to Sinners, 2s Sinners, excluding 
e 

235. ether aſſerting, Lhat the Goſpe any ſpecial Precept of 
ts . - requiring 2 Chriſt, &'c. makes the Law of Naw 
Law of God, imperſect? Do they that urge this, as an Argument, look 
well about them? Would it not prove more than they would have, if 
valid? Would it not take away God's Power, and the Redeemers Power 
of giving forth any nem poſitive Precept? If nothing is to be done but 
what the Law of Nature requires, and there is no Sin but what the Law 


of Nature it ſelf forbids, then may we not ſer aſide all the poſitive Precep;s 


and Inſti:utions of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt > Then what would become of 
a Goſpel-Miniftry, and Baptiſm, the Lord's-Supper, &'c. So might 
they not ſet ap the Firſt Commandment as the whole, and only Law of God, 
and: cut off the Nine following Precepts of the Decalogue at one ſſroke? 


For might they not ſay as well, To add other Commands to the Firſt, 


would make it — But the Firſt Commandment is perfect; for it 
is Holy, Juſt, and Good. May we hence argue, Therefore there are no 
other to be added or admitted; for that would be to accuſe it 
of Im ion? And when ſome ſay, That the Law is the invariable, 


andlt rale 


e a Face to ſay, That Faith of it ſelf doth 


ry 
poſſible that a Sinner ſhould be Fuftified bo Faith, according to the Law? 


the Goſpel, or Goſpel-Covenant is not 4 (without any Terms or 
a 
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walter able Standard of Righteouſneſs as to Perſons and Things in all Ages; 
will they fay, and prove, that the Law of Nature, as fallen Man is 
under it, varieth not at all from what it was to Adam in Innocency ? 
When that might have ſerved his Turn, to lead him on to Righteouſneſs 
and Life : Will they fay, That Man fallen may attain to Rightcouſneſs 
and Life by the Law, as he might have done? Contrary to Rom. 8. 3. 
Or will they ſay, That the preceptive part of the Law of Nature was the 
ſame to Man in Innocency, and to Man Fallen? Did it not require 
Man in Innocency to preſerve his Innocency? And doth God by that 
Law require the fame of ſinful Man, which is naturally impoſſible, when 
his Innocency 1s loſt ? Is not that part of the Law paſs'd into a Sentence 
on Man, as Guilty in that reſpect? Or did the Law require Man to 
Repent before he had Sinned? Or when Chrift was made under the 
Law, was the Man Chriſt obliged to Repent of Sm, who was without 
Sin? Yet ſuppoſing a Creature to have Sinned, they will not deny but 
the Law requires him to Repent of it. But granting the Law of Nature 
to be perfect in its kind, as a Rule of Righteouſneſs ; and it ſtill re- 
quires no leſs of Fallen Man, than perfect Obedience for time to come; 
et when it cannot anſwer thoſe great Ends for which it was given to 
an at firſt; will it not ſhew great Inconſideration for any to Con- 
ceit, that a Law of Grace cannot be annex d to it, but it would imply 
imperfection in the Law, or in the Law-giver? 
2. 36. Whether there be not ſuch a thing as Evangelical Obedience; 
| that 1s, ſincere Obedience to all known Divine Precepts, from Faith in, 
| 2 Love to God, and Se 1 —_— And wn it is 8 
f Nature, or the Goſpel, that primarily properly requires 
Gela If the Law * it {elf doth not, but the Goſpel doth re- 
quire it, then will it not follow that the Goſpel is 4 Law? And that it 
. is not true, That the Redeemer hath no Law, but the Law of Nature, 
or the Moral Law? 5 a 
| . 37. Whether this ſincere Evangelical Obedience be not an Arti- 
cle of the Covenant, Gen. +7: with Chap. 17. 1. (As the Covenant of 
Grace not onl ires Faith, but (if there be time) the Obedience of 
Faith alſo, Gal. 5. 6. with 1 Gr. 7. 19.) Is there any Covenant 
without ſuch Obedience? Pſal. 25. 10. Iſa. 38. 3. W is not 
ſuch Obedience 4 Condition unto which Salvation is promiſed, Heb. 5. 9. 
Rev. 22. 14. and without which it is not promiſed : But the contrary is 


LAS 1 * „ 1 ww 


threatned, Mat. 7. 21. 2 Theſſ. 1. 8. And whether doth not this prove 
the Goſpel or Covenant of Grace Conditional? Would the Law, Which 
requires no leſs than perfect, ſinleſs Obedience, and threatneth Death 
in caſe of any defect therein; yet withal, promiſe Life and Salvation 
to ſincere Obedience, though imperfect, and far ſhort of what it re- 
quires upon pain of Death: Then how can ſuch pretend to fe Caper” 
| Holineſs, 3 on the right Baſis, who deny, that Chriſt, the 
Redeemer, hath any other Law than the Law of Nature, or the Moral 


Law ? 
6 K 2 Q. 38. 
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0. 38. Whether ſuch as deny, that the Goſpel hath any Precept: of 


its own, muſt not conſequently deny that there are ny pr 
againſt the Goſpel ? (Where there is no Law there is no ranſgr ion.) 
And then will it not follow, that Unbelief, or rejecting Chriſt offer d is 


no Sin againſt the Goſpel? And whether is not this contrary to ohn 


12. 48. He that rejefteth me, and receiveth not my words, &c. And Chap. 


15. 22. If I had not come and ſpoken unto them, they had not had Sin, 
but, 8c. 
0. 39. When Man had violated the Law of Innocency, whether it 


was not wholly of the good Will and Pleafure of God (the offended 
Party) to admit of 4 Mediator, and to accept of Satisfattion by a Medi- 
ator for us Sinners ; and whether (in like manner) it was not wholly 
of the good Will and Pleaſure of Chriſt, the Son of God, to undertale 
the Work and Office of a Mediator, without Sinners having any hand 


therein, or once thinking of, or deſiring ſuch a thing? And conſe- 


quently, Whether it did not properly belong to God, and our Mediator, 


to determine upon what Terms Sinners ſ:10uld have an Intereſt in Chriſt, 


his mediatory Righteouſneſs, and Satisfaction to their Juſtification and | 
Salvation? 


40. Whether the Deſign of the Goſpel be only to exalt the Free Grace 


of God, and the Merit of Chrift? Is it not alio to declare his Fuſtice, 


in that he would not Pardon and Save Sinners, without ſo full and 
compleat Satisfaction as that of Chriſt our Mediator, who was obedi- 


ent even unto the Death of the Croſs, and became a Sacrifice for us ? 


B it not alſo to declare his Holineſs and Hatred of Sin? And were it 


ſo that he ſhould Pardon impenitent, obſtinate Sinners, would it be 
10 Blemiſh to his Government; Would it not incourage Sinners to go on 
in their Treſpaſſes? Would it be no diſbonour to his Free Grace, and his 
Sons Merits, thus to proſtitute them (as it were) to Sinners Luſts? 

Q. 4r. If the Goſpel, or Goſpel-Covenant be Abſolute, without any 


Terms or Condition, then how is it a Covenant? As. Dr. Owen, on 
Heb. Vol. 3. p. 222. Every Covenant that is propoſed unto Men, and 
accepted by them, requires ſomewhat to be performed on their part, ther- 


wiſe it is no Covenant. And two Pages before, p. 220. (ſpeaking of the 


Firſt Promiſe given unto our Firſt Parents immediately after the Fall) 


This (faith he) had in it the Nature of a Covenant grounded on a Pro- 
miſe of Grace, and requiring Obedience in all that received the Promiſe. 
And Dr. Sibb; (nag, Jaryon, Par. 2. p. 180. ſpeaking of the Nature 


of the Cvenant, ſays) muſt be Conſent on both ſides, or elſe the Co- 
venant cannot hold: There are Þdentures drawn between God and us.— 
There is a mutual 


* then in the Covenant: So that ſound 
Preacher. Then if the Goſpel- Covenant requires nothing 
part, can Believers be ſaid to be in Covenant with God? 


Or whether muſt not they that exclude all Terms, Conditions, 


from the Covenant of Grace, ſuppoſe, and hold, that beſides the Cyvc- 


nant of Redemption made with Chriſt, not with Man; there is only the Co- 


Venant 
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venant of Works? And if requiring any Terms or Condition would 
make the Goſpel-Covenant a Covenant of Works, then will it not 
follow that God never did, nor can make with Man any other, than 4 
Covenant of Works ? Can that be properly a Covenant, which wants the 
Form of a Covenant? And where there are no Articles, is not the Form 
of a Covenant thus wanting ? 

Q. 42. Whether Heb. 8. 10. Cc. gives us a full Account of the Go- 
ſpel-Covenant ? (I remember, Dr. Owen (for one) will not grant 
that). Whether the main Scope of the Apoſtle there be not to ſhew 
the Excellency of the New Covenant above that former Covenant, whereof 
Moſes was Mediator; as being eſtabliſhed upon (or with) better dog ge 2 
Whether it was neceſſary, that there ſnould be expreſs mention of all 
that belongs to the Goſpel - Covenant in this place, where the Apoſtle is 
proving what he had ſaid, Ver. 6. And though the Terms and Condi- 
tions are not here expreſs d, yet whether are they not implied? As who 
are we to underſtand by [:he Honſe of 1ſrael,) with whom this Cove- 


| nant is made? Whether are they not the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham, 


the Company of the Faithful, true Believers, whether my ews or 
Gentiles? And if that Promiſe, Ver. 10. J will nrite my m their 
Mind — be a Promiſe of the Firſt Grace, whether it be not made to the 
Houſe of Iſrael, the true Church. which ſhe may plead for a Succeſſion 


of Believers, that ſhe ſhall not be leſt Childleſs ; but a new Generation 


. of faithful Souls ſhall be ſpringing up from Age to Age, though no in- 
dividual Perſon in an unconverted State can direłtiy lay claim to this Pro- 
miſe, as certainly included in it? Vet whether this ſame Promiſe may 
not contain more in it than a giving of the Firſt Grace, even a clearer, 


fuller, and deeper Inſcription of his Laws in the Minds and Hearts of e- 


lievers; ſo that they ſhall keep his Covenant and his Teſtimonies, and be 
ſtill owned for God s People; not like thoſe, Ver. 9. who continn:d not 
in his Covenant, bene wy he regarded them not? And whether here 
alſo it be not implied, that Obedience to his Laws, is required of ſuch as 
are in Covenant with him? Who are they that keep his Covenant ? Are 
they not ſuch as remember his Commandments to do them? Pfal. 103. 8. 
And whether to aſſert, That Remiſſion of Sins is abſolutely promiſed, be- 
cauſe no Terms are expreſſed here, ver. 12. (I fay) Whether that would 
not be a contradifting, and ſubverting of the Goſpel ? What is more plain 
in the Goſpel, than that there is =o Juſtification of 4 Sinner but by Faith, 
no Pardon without Repentance? Will not theſe things prove more implied, 
and to be underſtood, than is exprefled? As Dr. Sibs obſerves the like 
upon Gen. 17. 7. (at ſupra, p. 116, 117.) Laſtly, You have the Condi- 
tion of the Covenant, and that, though it is not expreſed, yet it is implied: 
[1 will be thy God ] therefore thou ſhalt take me for thy God—. It is 
uſual in other places of Scripture, where mention is made of this Cove- 
nant, to imply the Condition required on our parts — This 1s the Condi- 
tion on our part, that we make with God in this Covenant, to take him 
for our God, to be his People, and his Peculiar ones. 0. 4: 

| « 43> 
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And every one that heareth it, upon Condition of their believing and ſincere 
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O. 43. Whether the Goſpel which the Apoſtles were commanded to 


preach to every Creature, i. e. to every Man inthe World (o far as t 
were in a Capacity) Mark 16. 15, 16. doth not promiſe Salvation to 


entring into Covenant (as it alſo threatnerh Condemnation to every 
one of them, who ſhall finally continue in Unbelief?) Whether this 
be not the 20 pl-in and obwions Senſe of Chriſts Command, and Com- 
miſſion given to his Apoſtles there ? And whether every Miniſter of 
the Goſpel is not bound by his Office to offer Chrift to all his Hearers «pon 
thoſe Terms? Or may we admit of this, as the full ſenſe of the words 
[He that beli.veth — ſhall be ſ2ved] ; and fo of that other Text [ John 
3: 16. —Thbat whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not Periſh, but have ever- 
afting Liſe] That they import no more than this, viz. There is a certain 
number of Perſons, whom God will infallibly bring on to Faith, and 
to Salvation; that all Men muſt be told of this (whether it concern them 

or no) without any offer of Pardon and Life to them, 7 Condition of 
their Believing in Chriſt > Whether this be not in off to deny, that 
the Goſpel makes any offer of Chriſt and his * nefits to Sinners ? 
If they ſay, Chriſt muſt be offered to Sinners indeſinitely, muſt it not 
be either upon Terms ( as v. 9. upon their 4. and Believing on 
him) or ni hout Terms that he is offered? If Chriſt and his Saving Be- 
nefits is to be offered to Sinners without any Terms, then may not all that 


have him ſo offer d, look upon him as their own, without any more 


ado? Yea, muſt they not do ſo, unleſs they look on ſuch an offer of 
Chriſt, as a mocking them? If he is not to be offer d but upon ſuch 
Terms as before, will not this prove the” Goſpel, or Gofpel-Covenant 
nr hat believeth ſhall be Saved ] be not a Promiſe of Sal 
. 44. If | He that believet not a Promiſe of Sal- 
vation unto all, and every one that hear it, Condition, that t 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; whether would it not tend to delud 
and deceive Men? What Man that is not wedded to his Opinion, and 
reſolv d to hold his own Concluſion (right, or wrong) would under- 


ſtand the Apoſtle otherwiſe, Rom. 10. 9. F thou ſhalt confeſs with thh | 


Mouth the Lord Feſus, and believe in thine Heart — thou ſhalt be Saved ? 
9 45- Whether the abſolute Promiſe of God's giving the Fir /f Grace 
be of equal Extent with the Conditional Promiſes of the Goſpel? Whe- 


ther a Miniſter of the Goſpel hath a like Warrant to declaze to all, and 


every one of his Hearers, that God hath abſolutely promiſed to give 
that Grace to every one of them, whereby they ſhall Believ2 and Re- 
pent ; as he hath warrant to tell every one of them, If thou, and thou, Cc. 
doſt truly Repent and Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thou ſhalt be 
Saved? Whether the Apoſtle Peter did not offer the Conditional Promiſe 
to Simon Magus, when he could not ſay, that he was one included in 
the abſolute Promiſe ? Yea, ſuppoſe an Apoſtle had by ſpecial Revela- 
tion been aſſur d, that ſuch a Sinner was an Elect Perſon (as it was 
reveal d to Ananias, that Saul was a Choſen Veſſel, Acts 9.15.) Yet 

4 might 


means yet the 
miſes till it appears by the Effect: Then can any ſay, that Sinners in 
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might he not have ſaid to ſuch a one, e thow repenteſ# thou ſbalt 
periſh? Or ſuppoſe he had the greateſt * Wwe deer h 
and ſuch were ſincere Chriſtians, ſound Believers; yet ſhould he not 


have let ſuch know, that if they draw back, the Lord would caſt them 


cout of his Favour? According to Heb. 10. 38. And whether doth it 
not thus appear, that the Goſpel hath Conditions? As when we find 


Pardon and Life promiſed, but upon ſuch Conditions, not otherwiſe; 
can it ever be proved, that the Law of Nature of it ſelf admits of any 
ſuch Conditions? And as to the abſolute Promifes, though Sinners may 
thence take Encouragement to make Suit to God for that Firlt Grace : 
And tis ſome ground of Hope, that ſuch may be included in wo 
who are 3 that Grace in a diligent Uſe of God's appoint 

let cannot know they have an Intereſt in thoſe Pro- 


general, and every one in particular, are bound to believe, that God hath 


abſolutely promiſed to give them that Grace, whereby they ſhall Believe 


and Repent ? Will Sinners believing this make the abſolute Promiſe 
their own? But whether do not the Conditional Promiſes include. all, and 
every Sinner, to whom the Goſpel is ſent? Whether have they not all 


a Conditional Right to Pardon and Life by-theſe Promiſes? And whe- 


ther are not every one of them bound to believe fo much, that if th 


truly Repent and Turn to God, their Sins ſhall be blotted out; that 
they Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall be Saved? 


Q. 46. When ſome ſay, that the Grace of God hath provided all, whole 


_ Salvation for loſt Souls in general, (without uſing any Limitation or 


Reſtriction to the Elect) as excluding any Terms, Condition, or Qua- 


fication required on their part; whether muſt it not neceſſarily follow 


that /t Souls can no way poſſible fall port, or miſs of all, whole Salva- 
tion ſo provided for them? For how can there be any failure on their 
part, of whom nothing is required? Or on God's part, whoſe Grace has 


provided all, whole Salvation for them? So will it not follow that 
there is no place left for that: Phil. 2. 12. Work out your own Salvation—. 


And then, how can ſuch clear themſelves of the ſixth Antinomian Error, 
which the Congregational Miniſters in their Declaration oppoſe, viz. That 


they muſt do no good Work, or Duty, for their own Benefit, nor with an Eye 


unto their own Salvation? 


47. When it is faid by ſome again, that Chri/# is ready, and 4 


Fuſtiying Righteouſneſs ready, and theſe are ourt, upon no Condition but 


Acceptance: Does it not deſerve Explanation, what is meant by Ac- 
ceptance here? Whether a receiving Chriſt in all his Offices? And 


whether is it not a Contradiftion to admit of this Condition of Accept- 
ance, and yet todeny, that the Goſpel hath any Condition? And whe- 


ther the juſtiHi 28232 = 8 be not the meritorious Righte- 
, whic 


0»ſneſs and ſatisfaction of Chr1 hich is proper to him, as Mediator. 
And whether that Righteouſneſs which is eſſential to him, can be our 


perſonal, formal Righteouſneſs * Or whether. it can poſſibly be ours = 
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the ſame ſenſe as it is his? Or whether we are jufified for his meri- 
toricus Righteouſneis or as tis imputed to us? And if only as imputed 
to us, then by what Law or Conttitution (as before Q. 34:) can it be 
by the Law of Works, which requires our own perſonal Righteouſneſs 
and Obedience in full Perfection? If not; then mult it not be by the 
Goſpel-Conſtitution, that the Righteouſneſs of our Mediator comes to 
be imputed to us? And then will not this prove it a Law, a Law con- 
ſtitnent jut, as hereby, upon our receiving Chriſt, we have a Title to, 
an Intereſt in him and his juſtifying Righteouſneſs ? 

2 48. Whether this is preaching the Goſpel, as Chriſt commanded, and 
as his Apoſtles praftiſed, to tell Men, that Faith, which is the ſame with 
having, receiving, accepting Chri/?, and his Benefits is provided, and ten- 
dered in the Goſpel : bat preaching the Terms of a Law of Grace is nothing 
bur teaching a Covenant of Meri? If the Form of a Covenant is wanting, 
where there are no Terms, whether hence it does not follow, that 
God can make no Covenant with Man, but it muſt be a Covenant ot 
Works (as was noted before, Q. 41.) Again, when it is faid by the 
ſame, we mut offer Chrift and his Benefits freely upon no Condition at all, 
but having, &c. If any Condition be granted here, is it not giving up 
the point in Controverſy ? But is having Chriſt and his Benefits the 
Condition, and only thing required to or having them ? But muſt we tell 
all Men, that this Faith is provided and tender d to them in the Goſpel ; or 
elſe we do not preach the Goſpel as Chriſt commanded, and the Apoſtles 
preached it? Where may we find that Chriſt hath purchaſed, provided 
ſaving, juſtifying Faith for all, to whom Chriſt and his Benefits are to 


the World by Chriſt's Command 2 _ 
1 B18 Whether (beſides what Chriſt hath merited and purchaſed for 
the 


ect in ſpecial.) was not the ſatisfattion of Chrift of ſuſficie 
to procure a General or Conditional Pardon for all and every Sinner, to 
whom Chriſt is offer d in the Goſpel, That whoſoever helieveth in him, 
Jhall receive the Remiſſion of Sins, AQs 10.43. Otherwiſe what — 
is there for the Miniſters of the Goſpel to offer Chriſt and his ts 
to all that hear them? Whether they are not to let Sinners know fo 
much, that if they periſh, tis not meerly for the violation of the Firſt C- 
venant that made with Man, or for their not having yielded per- 
fect, ſinleſs Obedience; nor is it for this cauſe that they themſelves are 
not able to ſatisfy God's Fuſtice for the Offences they have been guilty of; 
nor for this cauſe, that the Sai faction which Chriſt the Redeemer hath 
given, no more concerneth them (if non- elect Perſons) than it concern- 
eth the Devils themſelves : But the rrue 2 of their periſbing is their 
own inexcuſable, wilful, wicked, ungratetul Neglef, or Refuſal of the 
molt Soveraign Remedy provided in Chriſt, and offer d in the Goſpel ; 
or their not ſubmitting unto, but rejecting the gracious Terms, where- 
on Chriſt with his Saving Benefits is offer d to them? And whether 
that can be ſound Doctrine, and conſonant to the Word of Reconcilia- 

| ion 


red; or that this was the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, publiſhed to 


ufficient Value | 


Queries to ſuch as deny the Goſpel-Law. 
tion committed to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, (2 Gr. 5. 19, 20.) to 
teach, that the offers of the Goſpel belong only to tlie or thoſe in- 
cluded in the abſolute Promiſes? Or that there are »o Terms whereon 
Pardon and Life are offer'd to Sinners in (whether EleR, or 
Non-ele&) but that all, who are not included in the Abfolute Promi- 
ſes, are wholly left without Remedy to the violated Law of 2 

©. 59. Whether it be a thing repugnant to the 2 and Goodneſs of 
God, to promiſe Pardon and Life to Sinners for Chriſt's Sake, «pon Con- 
dition that they believe on him, when they cannot believe of themſelves 
without his ſpecial Grace? Though that ſpecial Grace be vouchſafed only 
to a ſelect number, yet whether the Condition required be naturally im- 
poſi e, that Sinners cannot perform, though they would ? Whether it 

not meeriy from a pravity of their Will, that they do not believe, 
which 1s no Excuſe ( They cannot come to Chriſt, becauſe they will 
not). And u hether the Lord is not greatly before hand with Sinners that 
are priviledg d with the Goſpel, vouch them much and 
that common Grace whereby they might do much more than o to- 
- wards their Converſion, and the obtaining of Saving Faith? As Dr. Owen 
of the Holy Spirit, p. 198. Where ſpecial Grace, and real Converſion is 
not attain d, it is always from the —.— an Act of Wilfulneſs 
and Stubborneſs in thoſe Inlightned and Convi They do not ſin- 
cerely improve what they have received, and faint, not meerly for want 
of Strength to proceed; but by a free All of their own Wills, th refuſe 
the Grace which is further tender d unto them in the Goſpel. 
Dr. Sbs's, Griſt s Exaltation, . 116, 117. There muſt be waiting _ 
God in his Ordinances, till we find Ability to Holy Duties. And | 
that have ſo much Patience to honour God and Gilt , fo far as to at- 
tend in the uſe of good Means, till the Good Hour come, till the Spirit 
come to ſubje& their Spirits to Duty ; no doubt but God intends well 
to them —. But thoſe that are ſo ſhort-ſpirited — 'tis juſt with God 


et 

to leave them to themſelves. And Mr. Fer. Burroughes's, Saints Happi- 
neſs, p. 337. —What can wedo without the Grace of God? But know, 

that God doth give thee ſome common Grace, which would inable thee 
to do more than thou doſt : But thou doſt not put forth that Strength 
which thou mighteſt do, by the Power of common Grace—. Dare you 
venture your eternal State upon this Plea? You ſay, you do what you 


can, &c. | * 

51. mw the Miniſtry of the Goſpel called the AMAiniſtrarian f 
the Spirit, (2 Cor. 3. 8.) Does it not intimate, that the Spirit is wont 
in a ſpecial manner to accompany it? And where the Spirit begins to 
awaken and convince Sinners, and is ſtriving with them, to promote 
the Work of their Converſion; can it ever be proved, that. he gives 
over ftriving, and gives them up to themſelves, till they provoke him, 
| by neglecting to make uſe of his Help offer d, or rejecting his Counſel, 


of 


and quenching his ſweet Motions, Cc. Whether is not his deſerti 
— 4 Fadicial, Penal Act? Prey. 1. 24. Cc. Becauſe I have _ 


92 


of Fallen Man is not 
vils theniſelves, that they 


in God's offering Chriſt, and 


a very poor thing; and that a Conditional 


Queries to ſuch az deny the Goſpel-Law. 
and uſed— Te have ſet at nowght all my Counſel, &c. That where 
he 3 wicht Work, is it not long of themſelves ? 

©. 52. Whether any dare aſſert, That there was no Grace in God's 
giving his own Son, that whoſoever believerh in him ſhould not periſh, 

have everlaſting Life? E there no Grace here, that the Condition 

equally hopeleſs and remedileſs, as that of the Fallen 
Angels? Whether may we not have ſo much Charity even for the De- 
would not think there was no Grace, if they 
had a Pardon and Releaſe from their Puniſhment offer d, 
Terms, that were not purely, naturally impoſſible? Is there »o Grace 
rdon and Life with him, and following 
Sinners with loud Calls, earneſt Invitations, and the Motions of his 
Spirit ; thus bringing Salvation to Sinners choice, that if they fall ſhort 
of it, they cannot lay the blame on God, or Chrift, or the Holy Spirit, 
but muſt take it on themſelves ; for which their own Conſciences will 
for ever Condemn and Torment them? May we not conclude, that 
there are Multitudes now in Hell, full of Anguiſh for their moſt ſin- 
ful Folly, in having received the Grace of God in vain, and having neg- 
lected ſo great Salvation as was offered in the Goſpel ? Is common Grace 
10 Grace? And whether may any one ſtand to, and abide by this, That 
the Conditional Promiſes make the Redemption and Satisfaction of Chriſt 
Offer is a Graceleſs Goſpel, and 
that it can never Save any one Soul of Mankind ; when as (though of it 
TT. p40) by Wis very greens the Lord is wont to Convert 
and Save Souls? As we read of Thouſands converted by it, Acts 2.38, | 
38241 Was it an Abſolmte Goſpel that the Apoſtle Peter preached there? 

as ĩt not a Conditional Goſpel that the Apoſtle Paul preached to the 
Jailor, by which he was brought in to Chriſt, As 16. 31. 

Q. 53. Whether ſuch as are againſt Goſpel- Terms, or a Conditional 


Covenant, by conſequence muſt not hold, that Chriſt purchaſed Redemp- 
tion for all a when t cannot deny but b N Fx are 0 
offer bim, his Saving Benefits to all (as far as they are able)? And 


whether it will not follow, either that all muſt be Saved, or that Chriſt 
75 a part of bis Purchaſe, even ſo great a part as are not Saved? So 
Grace be Abſolute 1 to al, unto whom the Goſpel comes, (as 
with ſome, the is only the Abſolute, excluding the Conditi- 
onal Promiſes) then whether will it not follow, that either all that have = 
the Goſpel mw/t have Grace with it (underſtand the Grace of the Abſo- 
Inte Promiſe) or that God (who cannot Lie) faileth of his Word, doth not 


make good his Promiſe ? 


Q. 54. Notwithſtanding God's promiſing, and giving that Grace to 


ſome, wh they are inabled to Repent and Believe; yet whether 
_ theſe are —_ the : 


ir own free Afts, and the Condition of ſubſequent Bleſ- 


2 When a Sinner comes to Believe and Repent, are not theſe hi» | 


own Acts (though not performed of himſelf, without the Help of ſpe- 
tial Grace)? Will any of a ſober Mind ſay, that it is God, or the Ha 
Sirit 


„ 45148 inge, and 

_ hee the ry 8. 

Law to py =o — Faith given a end who are effectually 
taught by the : | 
2.56. Whether Chriſt, in what he did and ſuffered for our 

tion and Salvation, is not to be looked on 4s 4 Mediator, not as ſtri — 


Ivy, and our Surety ? Whether Chriſt was bound in the /elf- 
with Man? Or was he not bound in a ſpeci; Bud by Bil 


ame 
in 
the Covenant of Redemption, the Law of Mediation, whereof his ful- 
filling the Law of Innocency was but 4 part, not the whole, that was re- 
quired of him? Whether the Law of Works required the fame Perſon to 
yield perfect, finleſs Obedience, and alſo to ſuffer, as if he had broken 
the Law? And whether the Law of Works mus not poſitive and abſo- 
Iute, [Thou ſhalt obey perfetily in all things, or thou ſhalt andergo the” 
Puniſhment due to thy Drſobedience]. will _ ſay, That the Tenor 
of it was Disjunctive, thus, [Either thou ſhalt do fo, or anther for thee, . 
as thy Surety?) Or was it not an Act of God (the Law-giver) as above 
his own Law, when Man had ſinned, and the Law faid, The Soul that 
finneth ſhall die; yet graciouſly to admit of a Mediator to make Satisfacti- 
on, that the Law might not have its full force againſt us? "I 
©. 57. Whether fuch muſt not ſuppoſe, and hold, that Chriſt was 
in a ſtrict, proper ſenſe our Surety in the Covenant of Works, who plainly 
_ aſſert, That we are juſtified by the Law (upon account of Chriſt's Righte-. 
ouſneſs) 4s an Aft of Fuſtice ? a | 
©. 58. Then whether will it not neceſſarily follow, that there is 20 
thing of pardoning Grace, no Remiſſion of Sins in our Juſtification? And 
whether this be at all a-4in to Goſpel- Truth, or concordant to Eph. 1. 7. 
In whom we have Redemption through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sint. 
And Chap. 4. 32. —Even as God Jor Chriſts ſake hath forgiven you. If 
another be bound in the ſame Bond with me, and he (my Surety) pa) 
the full Debt for me; whether can the Creditor be ſaid to forgive 
Debt to me, or to remit any part of it? And if we obeyed 1 in 
Chriſt, as our Surety, and fully Jariefed God's Fuſtice in and by Chrift our 
Sue (though the former of theſe ſuppoſed ; the latter, to wit, Chrilt's 
Satisfaction would be necdlef6) then will it not follow, that Row is no 
orgiving 


* I Oueries to ſuch as deny the Goſpel-Law. | 
"RF £ us our Sins for his Names-fake? Yea, if the Law of Works 
© took in Chriſt, as our Surety, in this form, either Thox, er rby Surety, &c. | 
MS TEAS 

requi one, not bo us ſhox obliged: to ſuch. } 
Terms? Then if Vere julttfed by the Law, where is the Grace that 


ther one that holds, we are juſtified by the Law, as an | 
tide, mult pot be an Atinomian in Principle (whether he 
ee looks upon himſelf as juſtified by Law, for the 
ei, his Surety, which Righteouſneſs is fully c- 
bad, as large, as deep, as long, and every way | 
whether will it not follow, that he may look on 
If, a8 mo more =. Nr ence to 
it, in Chriſt bus _ ö 
er one that ? 


imputed to them, and received 5 Faith alone, ( as the only 
Condition, or federal Inſtrument). Lay, rink a — 


and reported to be unſound, in the 


* wy N | 
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